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Woburn Welcomes - Statewide Office Questionnaire 

 
NOTE: Your responses to the below questions will be published on the Woburn Welcomes website and Facebook 
page, and communicated to our wider community. 
 
Our questionnaire is based on the platform of Progressive Massachusetts, with whom we are affiliated. We are 
interested in your overall philosophy as well as your views on specific policy and legislation.  
 
In most sections, Question 1 seeks your overall view, values, principles, and priorities. You do not need to address each 
item embedded in these first questions; they are suggestions.  
 
In most sections, we also ask you about your advocacy experience. You may leave that question blank if appropriate—
we do not expect candidates to have a record on every issue. Current or former elected officials: please outline your 
leadership roles, as opposed to simply your voting record. 

 
While many of these questions ask for yes/no responses, we encourage you to expand your answers beyond “yes/no” in 
the additional comments space provided on the form. Please limit answers to 150 words or fewer. 

 
A. About the Candidate 

1. Why are you running for office?  
 

 
2. What will your top 3 priorities be if elected? 

 
 

3. What in your past experience prepares you to serve in this capacity? 
 

 
B. 2018 Ballot Questions 

1. Do you support or oppose the Fair Share Amendment, a proposal to fund transportation and public education 
through an additional 4% tax on incomes over 1 million dollars? 
 

 
2. In 2016, Massachusetts passed legislation to prevent discrimination against transgender individuals in public 

accommodations. Would you support or oppose the 2018 ballot question to repeal this law? 
 

 
3. Do you support or oppose the Paid Family Leave proposal, which would guarantee workers in the 

Commonwealth up to 12 weeks of 80% pay in the event of birth, adoption, illness, or other family health issues, 
and which would create a system to fund said pay? 
 

 
4. Do you support or oppose raising the minimum wage in the Commonwealth to $15/hour over four years? 

 
 

a. Do you support or oppose making the tipped minimum wage equal to that of the regular minimum 
wage? 
 



 
 

b. Do you support or oppose indexing the minimum wage to inflation? 
 

 
5. Do you support or oppose the Patient Safety Act, which would set clear limits for numbers of patients assigned 

to nurses in Commonwealth healthcare facilities? 
 

 
6. Do you support or oppose the rollback of the state sales tax, and a permanent sales tax holiday? 

 

 
C. Issues of local importance 

1. Would you support or oppose legislation to hold businesses responsible for the wage violations of their 
subcontractors when the work they do is substantially connected to the company's operations? 
 

 
2. Would you support or oppose legislation to increase funding for affordable housing production (especially low-

income housing units) and the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program? 
 

 
3. The City of Woburn lacks enough opportunities for low-income families and seniors to find adequate housing. 

What would you do to help Woburn remedy this problem if elected? 
 

 
4. In the 2016 elections, voters in the Commonwealth approved a measure to legalize recreational marijuana. 

However, the State Legislature’s revision of the ballot question gave local governments additional power to ban 
recreational marijuana retail from their jurisdictions. Do you support or oppose this decision? 
 

 
5. Would you support or oppose legislation to foster and develop employee ownership of businesses in 

Massachusetts and encourage the formation of cooperatives and/or benefit corporations? 
 

 
6. The Trump administration has discussed, proposed, or carried out a wide array of cuts to social safety-net 

programs such as Medicare and Medicaid, Social Security, SNAP, and CHIP. Do you believe the Commonwealth 
has the responsibility to mitigate cuts to these programs, and what kinds of reforms should we discuss in order 
to do so? 
 
 

D. Education 
1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding public education. What value does public education 

have in improving our economy as well as in addressing matters of economic justice? How can we close 
persistent achievement gaps? What measures should the Commonwealth take on these issues? 
 

 
a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

public education. 
 

 
2. How would you address persistent racial and economic achievement gaps in education? 

 
 



 
 

3. Would you support or oppose creating universal, free Pre-K, accessible to any resident of Massachusetts, 
integrated into the public school system? 
 

 
4. Do you support or oppose the use of high-stakes testing for such things as student promotion, high school 

graduation, teacher evaluation, and the evaluation of schools and districts? 
 

 
5. Would you support or oppose changes to the Chapter 70 Education formula, including the Foundation Budget, 

to incorporate proper state funding for ELL students, Special Education students, transportation costs, charter 
school reimbursements to sending schools, and class size reduction? 
 

 
6. In November 2016, Massachusetts voters overwhelmingly rejected a ballot initiative to lift the cap on charter 

schools given the millions of dollars it would have siphoned away from public schools. How did you vote on this 
question, and why? 
 

 
a. Would you support or oppose keeping the cap on charter schools? 

 
 

b. Would you support or oppose legislation to bring greater accountability and transparency to charter 
schools, such as by requiring them to adhere to the same disclosure and disciplinary standards as public 
school districts? 
 

 
7. Would you support or oppose legislation to grant in-state tuition and financial aid to undocumented students? 

 
 

8. Would you support or oppose making tuition free at public colleges and universities? 
 

 
E. Health Care 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding health care insurance, delivery, and outcomes. 
 
 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 
health care (legislation, community work, published writings, etc.). 
 

 
2. Would you support or oppose legislation to enact a single payer health care system in Massachusetts? 

 
 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to guarantee women access to abortion care without dangerous delay, 
isolation, and obstruction? 
 

 
4. Do you support or oppose legislation to guarantee access to birth control without copay? 

 
 



 
 

5. The opioid crisis is hitting communities in our area hard. What steps would you pursue to treat those afflicted by 
addiction and to help address the causes of this epidemic? 
 

 
a. Do you support or oppose Governor Baker’s proposal allowing police and health care workers to 

involuntarily hospitalize high-risk opioid users for up to 72 hours at treatment facilities? 
 

 
b. Do you support or oppose the creation of clean injection sites in areas most affected by the crisis? 

 

 
F. Racial and Social Justice 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Racial and Social Justice. 
 

 
a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to combat racism, Islamophobia, 

xenophobia, homophobia, transphobia, and other attempts to marginalize disadvantaged groups. 
 

 
2. Would you support or oppose measures such as the Safe Communities Act, which would prohibit use of state 

resources for mass deportations or deportation raids, limit local and state police collaboration with federal 
immigration agents, and prohibit state support for a Muslim registry? 
 

 
3. Would you support or oppose the Safe Driving Act, which would remove immigration status as a barrier to 

applying for a license or learner’s permit? 
 

 
4. Our neighboring states of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Vermont ban the use of harmful conversion therapy 

practices for LGBTQ+ minors. Do you support or oppose banning the use of conversion therapy in 
Massachusetts? 
 

 
5. Sometime in early April, the legislature is expected to vote on sweeping Criminal Justice Reform legislation 

which would, among other things, remove mandatory minimum sentences for most offenses involving drug 
possession or distribution; reduces parole and probation fees; raises the monetary threshold for felonies to 
$1,200 from $250; reforms the imposition of bail; creates mechanisms for diversion of low-level drug offenses to 
treatment or restorative justice options; and limits or abolishes the use of solitary confinement for many 
prisoners. Do you support or oppose this legislation? 
 

 
a. What, if any, additional reforms would you like to see added to this legislation in the future? 

 
 

6. Do you support or oppose the establishment of an independent review board for police shootings in the 
Commonwealth?  
 

 
7. Since 2016, in response to Black Lives Matter activists’ illumination of criminal justice system abuses, 

conservatives have pushed a myth of a “war on cops.” States such as Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, and Kentucky 
have advanced "Blue Lives Matter" legislation, making law enforcement a protected class under hate crime 



 
 

statutes. In November 2017, the MA Legislature followed suit, creating a new “super-penalty” and mandatory 
minimum for assaulting a police officer. Would you support or oppose such policies, which would 
disproportionately punish minority communities and contribute to an overly carceral state? 
 

 
G. Good Government/Strong Democracy 

1. Please share your personal values and principles on strengthening democracy and creating government that 
works for all of us. 
 

 
a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to promote transparency, 

campaign finance reform, legislative rules reform, and access to voting. 
 

 
2. If elected, would you support or oppose efforts to dilute the amount of power held by leadership in your 

respective branch of government? For example, would you support a rule change allowing committees to 
appoint their own chair, instead of leadership? 
 

 
3. Would you support or oppose legislation to create a robust public financing system for state elections? 

 
 

4. Would you support or oppose reforms such as Election Day Registration and automatic voter registration? 
 

 
H. Transportation, Sustainable Infrastructure, and Environmental Protection 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Sustainable Infrastructure and Environmental 
Protection.  
 

 
a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to protect the environment and 

expand access to public transportation. 
 

 
2. Would you support or oppose efforts to increase equitable access to solar power by removing caps on solar 

generation and restoring compensation for low-income and community solar? 
 

 
3. Would you support or oppose legislation to put a fee on carbon emissions? 

 
 

a. Do you support or oppose using some of the revenue from such a fee to invest in green Infrastructure? 
 

 
4. Would you support or oppose finding progressive revenue sources to fund the maintenance, expansion, and 

improvement of the MBTA and the RTAs? 
 

 
5. Would you support or oppose fare increases for MBTA riders? 

 
 



 
 

6. In 2017, the MBTA partnered with Uber and Lyft to provide low cost, on-demand rides to anyone eligible for The 
Ride paratransit services, but this program has since expired. Would you support or oppose renewing services 
such as this? 
 

 
7. In 2015, the MA Legislature, urged by Governor Baker, voted to waive the so-called Pacheco Law for the MBTA. 

The Pacheco Law contains strong safeguards to ensure that state services are not privatized when doing so 
would harm workers and state revenue. Do you support or oppose reinstating the Pacheco Law? 
 

 
Additional Comments 
Please use this space to add any additional comments you want to communicate to voters in the Woburn Welcomes 
community. 
 


