
 

Woburn Welcomes - Statewide Office Questionnaire 

 

The following questionnaire was sent to all declared candidates in each election we are following. The questionnaire is 

based in large part on that of our parent organization, Progressive Massachusetts. Questions are generally support/do 

not support, but candidates were encouraged to expand on their answers if they felt they had additional experience, 

views, or plans that they wanted to put forward. Answers have been formatted and a few typos have been corrected, 

but otherwise the answers are unchanged from those submitted by the campaigns. 

 

These answers will be part of the process Woburn Welcomes members will use to determine whether we will endorse a 

candidate in this race. We are also making them public so that our wider community and use them to inform their own 

voting decisions. All candidates were made aware that the questionnaires would be public before they filled them out. 

 

Candidate Joseph Lahiff of Lexington declined to return our questionnaire. Candidates Michelle Ciccolo of Lexington, 
Matthew Cohen of Lexington, Mary Ann Stewart of Lexington, and William Sweeney of Lexington provided in-depth 

and thoughtful answers to our questionnaire. Their answers are below, and we thank them for their participation.  

 

A. About the Candidate 

1. Why are you running for office?  

Ciccolo: At a time when the Federal government is failing us, it is essential for those who believe in good 

government to step up and lead. I believe that effective local, regional, and state government can make a real 

and positive difference in people’s lives. Having chosen public service as my life-long career, I have broad and 

extensive experience on a wide range of issues including improving access to transportation, addressing 

climate change, promoting public health initiatives, and creating affordable housing. I want to use that 

experience for greater good to improve the lives of our residents across the Commonwealth. The massive 

wealth gap that exists in Massachusetts is one of the defining issues of our time. If we don’t work to address 

the inequities in our society, we cannot hope to continue on with prosperity for some, because the inequity, 

unchecked, will ultimately cause decay and decline for all. Massachusetts should set an example for higher 

standards in educational achievement, universal healthcare, environmental sustainability, and scientific 

discovery among other areas where we excel. I am seeking a position in the General Court so that I can work 

closely with likeminded legislators, advocacy organizations, unions, and residents to enact policies that ensure 

Massachusetts leads and all our residents prosper. 

 

Cohen: While I believe that the Commonwealth is doing well, I know we can do better.  Creating effective 

policy is deeply important to me, and I learned how to craft legislation that improves life in our communities 

while working at the State House for over seven years.  Like many others, I was inspired to run by the 2016 

election.  It showed me it is time for more of us to step up, protect our society and, work for meaningful 

change. I believe that all of us have ways to give back to our community.  In my case, I have been engaged in 

government and policy making my whole life.  It is the best way I can give back and contribute to our 

community. 

 

Stewart: Why are you running for office? I’m running for State Representative because I’m dedicated to our 

shared values of fairness, opportunity, and equality for all. The causes Jay Kaufman has championed, and the 

 



 

issues we face in the district and beyond, still need a courageous leader who isn’t afraid to speak up and make 

change. My experience speaking up on behalf of my children, my community, and my values are some of what 

I will bring to the State House. I came up through the school Site Council and the PTA. Running for State Rep is 

not the next step in my career; this is about expanding my call to service to improve the lives of working 

people in the district and across the Commonwealth. Serving as our next State Representative will allow me 

to further extend my leadership on issues of critical importance to our families and our future.  

 

Sweeney: I began my career as a legislative analyst for both Congressman Meehan on Capitol Hill and for 

State Rep. Peter Larkin on Beacon Hill.  For the last 20+ years I have worked in the private sector for several 

healthcare services and technology companies where I have been Chief Technology Officer for 10 years.  I am 

running for State Representative because I have the right mix of business acumen, legislative knowledge, 

progressive policy orientation and the experience to get the job done on Beacon Hill for the people of the 

15th Middlesex District. 

 

2. What will your top 3 priorities be if elected? 

Ciccolo: 1. Closing the wage gap by improving access to education and technical training, and efficient and 

affordable transportation to provide access to wider options for work, childcare and education. 

 

2. Public Health, especially fighting for wellness and prevention measures, and quality universal healthcare for 

all. 

 

3. Ensuring Massachusetts leads the way on environment sustainability, carbon reduction, and climate action. 

 

Cohen: If I were to be elected I see three policy areas that need the most immediate attention: 

1 – improve the quality and access to education for students across the Commonwealth.  Education is critical 

to each individual’s future and to our overall economy and social well-being. 

2 – Protect groups that face discrimination.  This includes improving relations between minorities and the 

police, protecting immigrants (Safe Communities Act), standing up for women (e.g. ending harassment, 

ensuring equal pay), and ensuring a living wage for low-income workers. 

3 – Expand access to health care and mental health care.  Reducing premiums is important, as they have 

grown unaffordable for too many people.  Increasing access to preventive care is critical.  Inadequate access 

to preventive care can lead to more serious and expensive problems over time.  Lack of mental health care 

must be corrected to reverse the opioid epidemic, and is a contributing factor to gun violence.  (Although 

other aspects of gun violence must also be addressed as well.) 

 

Stewart: 1) Improving public education, including fair, adequate funding for K-12, early education and care, 

career/vocational technical education, and debt-free college; 2) Climate and environmental justice and 

renewable energy; and 3) Improving the lives of working people, including affordable healthcare, housing, and 

social, racial, and economic justice.  

 

Sweeney:  

● Investment in our people and our future in the form of tuition free colleges and universities, and the same 

investment in vocational and technical training for those not inclined to attend university. 

● Public policy support for Workplace Democracy. 

● Public policy support for small businesses, startups and emerging businesses and markets. 

 

3. What in your past experience prepares you to serve in this capacity? 



 

Ciccolo: As a 3-term past president of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC), and First 

Vice-President of the Massachusetts Selectman's Association on the statewide Mass. Municipal Association 

Board and gubernatorial appointee to the Local Government Advisory Commission, I have extensive 

experience crafting, advocating for, and passing legislation. Through my current position as Chair of the 

Legislative Committee of the MAPC I am very engaged in the legislative efforts underway to improve the lives 

of the people in this Commonwealth. 

 

By choice, I have committed my entire professional career to public service. From my first job out of college 

working for then-US Senator John Kerry, to my municipal and regional career which spans more than two 

decades, I have dedicated my life’s work to focusing on improving the lives of others. Following my masters 

degree in public affairs, I worked as the Assistant Town Administrator and Community Development Director 

for the Town of Hudson for 20 years. I also started a small consulting firm during that time-frame and now am 

a small business owner doing consulting for municipalities in the area of planning, community development, 

and project management. My current work allows me to help communities with diverse issues such as 

Affordable Housing, transportation, open space protection, school resource decision making, and capital 

planning. 

 

Through my work as a Lexington Selectman and volunteer town-wide elected official for 7 years, I know how 

to set policy and build consensus among people with differing points of view. I have direct experience in 

negotiating for education funding, program development, policy development for mental health and wellness, 

and implementation of localized strategies to combat climate change and cut carbon emissions. I look forward 

to taking these experiences to the State House to affect real change. 

 

Cohen: I have extensive experience in government at the federal, local, and state levels.  At the federal level, I 

interned in Senator Kennedy’s Boston office, where I learned how the federal and state governments can help 

or hinder each other.  Locally, I worked in the Lexington Town Manager’s Office.  This gave me first-hand 

knowledge of what towns and cities need and what role the state can play in supporting its communities.  I 

am the only candidate who has experience in the State House, as well.  I served as a Research and Budget 

Director there for over seven.  I know how to do this job because I have successfully done this work before 

and still have many friends in the Legislature and among the staff.  In my formal education, I have completed 

a BA in political science, a Master’s Degree in government, and just finished a PhD in political science.  I know 

what it takes to design, draft and pass legislation. 

 

Stewart: I acknowledge my privilege in having had numerous opportunities to answer a call to service for 

improving workers’ rights, public education, and economic justice at local, state, and national levels. I was 

raised in humble working and middle class neighborhoods by parents who were teachers and social justice 

liberals; from them I learned persistence, the value of hard work, and the importance of service and standing 

up for shared values. I’ve served in Town Meeting since 2006; was elected twice to School Committee, serving 

as chair. I’m a prominent voice for public education. Governor Patrick appointed me Parent Representative on 

the Board of Education; from that experience I’ve learned what it takes to both advocate for progressive 

change and navigate the body to forward that agenda on the state stage. It’s that, plus a lifetime engaging in 

our political process, that I will bring to the legislature.  

 

Sweeney: I have worked on Capitol Hill and Beacon hill as a legislative analyst early in my career.  So I have 

seen and understand how the sausage gets made with respect to getting action on the legislative level.  In 

addition, I also understand the important role constituent services plays in connecting people to the 

apparatus of government and navigating it to get those types of results as well.  Most importantly I have been 



 

in the private sector for the last 20+ years and bring a deep knowledge of the needs and concerns of the small 

and mid-sized businesses that is essential. 

 

B. 2018 Ballot Questions 

1. Do you support or oppose the Fair Share Amendment, a proposal to fund transportation and public education 

through an additional 4% tax on incomes over 1 million dollars? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I strongly support the Fair Share Amendment.  It is a necessary move to raise revenue and fund 

needed programs.  Further, it adds basic fairness to the tax system.  A flat tax places the greatest burden on 

those who can least afford it.  I would propose going a bit further and creating more tax brackets, but the FSA 

would be a great start.  If it fails or is not allowed on the ballot I will help in any effort to redraft it and try 

again. 

 

Stewart: Support. I was proud when the Raise Up Massachusetts coalition asked me to kick-off this initiative 

and take the lead on better funding (for public education and public transportation) as one of ten original 

signers of the Fair Share Amendment. Those ten signatures were sent to the Attorney General for her 

approval. Once approved, I collected signatures in my precinct and at the Lexington Farmers Market to qualify 

the question for next steps to amend the Massachusetts Constitution. The wealthiest among us should pay 

their fair share of taxes, but that’s not the way our tax system is set up. I’ve also had to correct 

misinformation on the side of the opposition, as with this letter, published in Commonwealth Magazine: 

https://commonwealthmagazine.org/opinion/correspondence-spring-2017/ 

 

Sweeney: While I support the policy goal of the Fair Share Amendment, I cannot not support it as written.   I 

view this a regressive rather than progressive.  There are many forms of income: 1099 – INT, 1099-DIV, Cap 

Gains, Schedule-K, W-2, Gifts and Inheritance etc. and to treat them all as equal is bad public policy.  Why set 

the threshold at $1M when, for example, Cap Gains should be taxed differently starting at a lower threshold 

and W-2 income subject to the AMT and Schedule-K income for small business should have a higher threshold 

and potentially not subject to the upcharge.  Again, the public policy goal is laudable and one I enthusiastically 

support, especially with its commitment to education and transportation, but not as written – it is like being 

given a baseball bat to cut a birthday cake.  

 

2. In 2016, Massachusetts passed legislation to prevent discrimination against transgender individuals in public 

accommodations. Would you support or oppose the 2018 ballot question to repeal this law? 

Ciccolo: Oppose 

 

Cohen: I strongly oppose this effort to discriminate against transgender individuals, and more broadly ANY 

effort to discriminate against any group of people.  I was the first candidate in this race to publicly state my 

opposition to this ballot question and on my website I call for people to vote this regressive measure down.   

 

Stewart: I will oppose it.  

 

Sweeney: Oppose 100%. 

 

3. Do you support or oppose the Paid Family Leave proposal, which would guarantee workers in the 

Commonwealth up to 12 weeks of 80% pay in the event of birth, adoption, illness, or other family health 

issues, and which would create a system to fund said pay? 

Ciccolo: Support 

https://commonwealthmagazine.org/opinion/correspondence-spring-2017/


 

 

Cohen: Before I left the State House, I was privileged to work on the early stages of this effort.  I am a strong 

supporter of paid family and medical leave.  If elected I would continue to fight for these advances.  It is a 

question of basic decency how we as a society treat families and those who are sick and in need.  In addition, 

supporting our citizens leads to better personal, family and public lives. 

 

Stewart: I support the Paid Family and Medical Leave insurance program.  

 

Sweeney: Support.  However, there is no need to create an additional bureaucracy.  It can be made a part of 

the unemployment insurance program which already has a funding mechanism and infrastructure.  There also 

needs to be consideration for small and mid-sized businesses so that additional taxes are not destabilizing. 

We can look at curtailing existing tax expenditures for revenue here. 

 

4. Do you support or oppose raising the minimum wage in the Commonwealth to $15/hour over four years? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Yes, I strongly support ensuring that the minimum wage is always a living wage. 

 

Stewart: Support. I worked to collect signatures for this and the previous minimum wage increase to 

$11/hour, turning in over 500 signatures that I personally gathered. 

 

Sweeney: Support. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose making the tipped minimum wage equal to that of the regular minimum 

wage? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Yes, hard work deserves reward.  Tips are payment for individual work beyond the minimum, 

and the reward should go to those doing the good work.  Making tips part of the minimum salary 

deprives people of the money they have earned. 

 

Stewart: Support. 

 

Sweeney: Support.  However, as in the Federal bill proposed by Bernie Sanders, this needs to be 

phased in to all for the businesses and labor market to adjust. 

 

b. Do you support or oppose indexing the minimum wage to inflation? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I strongly support this.  We should not have to be constantly fighting battles over the 

minimum wage.  Indexing wages to inflation is the best way to handle this problem.  Of course, this 

also requires first raising the minimum wage to a living wage before indexing it!  If we raise the 

minimum wage to a living wage as a one-time occurrence, it will not stay as a living wage for long. 

This again to me is a question of decency and how we support one another to ensure good lives for all. 

To this end, I will also be a strong supporter and proponent of labor unions in the State House.  They 

are critical in protecting workers and their rights. 

 

Stewart: Support. 



 

 

Sweeney: I need to study this more. 

 

5. Do you support or oppose the Patient Safety Act, which would set clear limits for numbers of patients 

assigned to nurses in Commonwealth healthcare facilities? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Yes, I worked on issues related to this at the State House.  We fought to increase the number of nurses 

at psychiatric hospitals to ensure better care.  I remain in favor of such efforts at all hospitals. 

 

Stewart: Support. 

 

Sweeney: Support.  In addition, there needs to be an investment made to make sure that there are enough 

nurses as the Act is phased in.  Nursing as a profession needs substantial support in this regard.   

 

6. Do you support or oppose the rollback of the state sales tax, and a permanent sales tax holiday? 

Ciccolo: Oppose & Oppose 

 

Cohen: I strongly oppose a sales tax holiday.  It is a gimmick.  Sales tax is either good or bad, needed or not. It 

makes no sense to have a weekend without it if it is a good idea at other times.  However, I am not in favor of 

relying too much on regressive taxes, such as sales taxes, that disproportionately impact those who can least 

afford it.  The Commonwealth needs money to implement everything it must do, but I prefer a more 

graduated income tax system.  The implementation of graduated taxation is currently limited by the 

Massachusetts Constitution (hence the Fair Share Amendment).  Ideally that will be changed and we can do 

away with all forms of regressive taxation.  While Massachusetts does limit what is subject to sales tax, 

assuming the sales tax remains, I would prefer a much more targeted sales tax that would only impact 

high-end luxury items. 

 

Stewart: Oppose. 

 

Sweeney: Oppose.  Not all use taxes are regressive and we can and should make commodity distinctions as we 

already do.  At the same time the sales tax needs to be looked at to see where the impact is hardest on the 

least able to pay.  In the same way we do not tax groceries we should examine other essential items for 

inclusion and look at increased taxes for certain luxury items.  In addition, and most importantly the creation 

of a wealth-oriented sales tax need to be a part of the agenda.   A financial transactions tax on the value of 

stocks, bonds, derivatives, and other financial assets traded by U.S. persons needs to be enacted – after all 

what is a financial transaction if not a “sale”? 

 

C. Issues of local importance 

1. Would you support or oppose legislation to hold businesses responsible for the wage violations of their 

subcontractors when the work they do is substantially connected to the company's operations? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Yes, it is critical that worker protections exist at every level.  Businesses should be responsible for 

decisions they make, just as individuals should be.  If the absurd idea that ‘corporations are people’ is going to 

be the law, then they must be held responsible the same way individuals are. 

 

Stewart: Support 



 

 

Sweeney: If the subcontractor arrangement can be determined to be one of convenience to simply avoid 

responsibilities for someone who is otherwise should be treated as a employee, I’d be in favor. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose legislation to increase funding for affordable housing production (especially 

low-income housing units) and the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I support efforts and legislation to increase funding for affordable housing and the MRVP.  These 

programs provide opportunities to families and help create more diverse towns, both of which are good for 

our society. 

 

Stewart: Support 

 

Sweeney: Support, for a time until new initiative can be implemented.  In addition, the Massachusetts Rental 

Voucher Program needs to be revamped.  The policy goal needs to be getting people into affordable housing 

and not subsidizing them in unaffordable housing.  

 

3. The City of Woburn lacks enough opportunities for low-income families and seniors to find adequate housing. 

What would you do to help Woburn remedy this problem if elected? 

Ciccolo: With housing prices among the highest in the nation, Massachusetts has a two-fold housing problem 

of both supply and demand. At a time when the Federal Government is cutting back on its traditional housing 

support programs like CDBG and HOME, it is essential that we develop funding, zoning, and procedures to 

support housing creation. As a regional planner, I was a 3-term President of the Metropolitan Area Planning 

Council, and continue on with that organization as the Chair of its Legislative Committee. For nearly two 

decades we have been advocating for zoning reform and other land-use measures, and affordable housing 

legislation. 

 

If elected, I will work to ensure that the provisions of the Housing Choice legislation will be adopted to help 

cities and towns implement zoning changes. In addition, I would proactively support the Housing Bond Bill 

and other measures currently working their way through the Legislature in support of housing creation. 

Finally, I would work through the state budget process to fund 40S adequately to support payments to cities 

and towns who create multifamily housing, providing separate payments for any new school children residing 

in the new overlay districts.  

 

The City of Woburn currently has 8.7% subsidized housing per the most recent SHI published numbers by 

DHCD in September 2017. If elected, I will help Woburn to implement the goals it established for itself in its 

2016 Housing Production Plan. Some of those goals involved adopting or modifying new zoning ordinances, 

and the Housing Choice legislation mentioned above would benefit the City if passed as that law allows a 

simple majority to approve zoning ordinances that support smart-growth and housing related changes.  

 

As a career professional who served for 20 years as the Assistant Town Administrator and Community 

Development Director for the Town of Hudson, I have been at the forefront in advocating for Affordable 

Housing issues. This includes both the creation and preservation of affordable housing. With my assistance, 

we built four “over-55” housing developments for seniors. One of the projects was also a mixed use 

affordable development. My knowledge in this area would be a benefit to Woburn. Because of my work 

initiating and creating the 5- town MAGIC Regional Housing Services organization, I was honored by the Metro 

West Collaborative Development, Inc. with the 2014 Community Leadership Award. I also helped to oversee 



 

the creation and work of Hudson’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund. I note that Woburn’s Housing Production 

Plan recommends Woburn considering whether or not they should convert their Housing Stabilization Fund to 

a formal Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund, so my knowledge in this area could be of some assistance 

to Woburn if it chooses to implement a Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund.  

 

Cohen: Part of the answer is to increase funding for affordable housing and the MRVP, as discussed in the 

previous question.  If elected I would work to ensure the Commonwealth continue the so-called “circuit 

breaker” programs that cap the amount of tax seniors and others with financial limitations pay in taxes. 

There are also steps that can be taken in regards to flexible zoning laws that can allow for the creation of 

additional affordable housing. 

 

Stewart: Strong community prosperity includes affordable housing and a robust transportation system. Many 

people right now have a place to live thanks specifically to Chapter 40B. I personally have benefitted from 40B 

programs and find great value in them. I will be an advocate for these types of programs and will work with 

elected officials in Woburn to improve housing for the community.  

 

Sweeney: Increase the income of the low-income families so they can afford adequate housing and provide 

housing for the seniors through assistance and public-backed housing. 

 

4. In the 2016 elections, voters in the Commonwealth approved a measure to legalize recreational marijuana. 

However, the State Legislature’s revision of the ballot question gave local governments additional power to 

ban recreational marijuana retail from their jurisdictions. Do you support or oppose this decision? 

Ciccolo: With its strong tradition of home rule in Massachusetts, I believe that individual communities should 

have the ability to determine their own zoning and licensing practices. The State Legislature’s decision to 

empower individual communities to allow or ban marijuana by a municipal-wide ballot is a legally appropriate 

procedure which ensures that a change to an individual community’s marijuana approval or ban will be 

implemented in a fair and consistent way. 

 

Cohen: I am in favor of the legalization of marijuana, especially as far too many people, particularly in 

communities of color, are jailed or punished for non-violent offenses related to marijuana.  I have mixed 

feelings on this revision, but overall, I support it.  I generally prefer that decisions that impact local 

communities be made by those communities.  There are certainly exceptions to that belief, but this seems to 

me to be one of the times that local communities should be able to have input, as I feel they should also have 

on tobacco or liquor stores. 

 

Stewart: I support local control, but in this case, the State Legislature complicated matters. Lexington did not 

support the ballot question to legalize marijuana, despite Rep. Kaufman’s strong support. A majority vote of 

the Fall 2017 Special Town Meeting voted to prohibit sales of recreational marijuana. Many believe marijuana 

is a gateway drug, and feared recreational marijuana retail establishments would increase its use among our 

student population. Marijuana is used successfully to treat those with substance use disorder. Legalizing 

marijuana is an opportunity to shift the conversation and provide accurate information about its use.  

 

Sweeney: Local municipalities deserve the right to implement zoning laws and have planning boards that help 

shape and determine the character of their communities.  “Banning” legal activities does not fit within that 

right.  Let the case be made on a municipality by municipality basis. 

 

5. Would you support or oppose legislation to foster and develop employee ownership of businesses in 

Massachusetts and encourage the formation of cooperatives and/or benefit corporations? 



 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I would be in favor of this legislation.  Small businesses are critical and are central drivers of local 

economies.  Employee owned business, cooperatives, and benefit corporations are a great idea, as they keep 

money in our communities and place even more money into the hands of the workers. 

 

Stewart: Support. As I understand it, an employee cooperative is a business entity owned and democratically 

run by the people who work in it. They are similar to traditional businesses in that they aim to create a profit 

and become self-sustaining; they are different in that they often have bottom lines aside from making a 

profit, including worker well-being, community well-being, and environmental sustainability. 

 

Sweeney: Fully support and look to reduce certain tax expenditures to fund these efforts as a revolving 

investment fund.  Worker ownership and workplace democracy is one of my TOP priorities.  This is one of the 

surest paths to eliminating many economically based social ills and needs to be on of the top priorities of the 

Democratic Party.  It has not been for far too long and we need to take the reins and have Massachusetts 

known GLOBALLY as the leader in supporting workplace democracy. 

 

6. The Trump administration has discussed, proposed, or carried out a wide array of cuts to social safety-net 

programs such as Medicare and Medicaid, Social Security, SNAP, and CHIP. Do you believe the Commonwealth 

has the responsibility to mitigate cuts to these programs, and what kinds of reforms should we discuss in 

order to do so? 

Ciccolo: Yes. Good governance and the willingness of state and local communities to take action in this 

troubling time is critical and has never mattered more than it does today. As State Representative, I will 

prioritize investments in the social service programming that helps thousands of Massachusetts’ residents 

every day. Given the current administration in Washington, DC, the Massachusetts legislature must be 

prepared to step in to fill gaps in federally funded initiatives and programs. I would work with my colleagues, 

the Chair of Ways & Means, and legislative leadership to ensure we are preserving the critical services that 

benefit our most vulnerable populations. 

 

Cohen: I strongly support all of these programs.  As an example, Massachusetts should ensure all citizens who 

need it have access to Mass Health. That would help offset cuts to health care access at the federal level. 

There are other health, wellness, and social safety net programs run by the Commonwealth that might require 

increased funding in order to offset cuts by the current federal government.  It may be necessary to expand 

who is eligible for all such programs depending on who is most impacted by cuts at the federal level, as well. 

 

Stewart: These Republican plans contain changes that would cause thousands of low-income households to 

lose their benefits altogether or see critical reduction in support. Some plans do substantially more harm than 

good, with aggressive work requirements fueling increases in hunger and poverty. Most of these provisions 

would force the Commonwealth to develop large new bureaucracies, but would do little to increase 

employment. Such expensive and risky approaches run counter to evidence-based policy making. The 

Commonwealth absolutely has the responsibility to mitigate cuts to these and other programs. Working 

families need a living wage, affordable housing, and affordable healthcare. If we are able to do those things, 

we will have begun to mitigate cuts to federal programs.  

 

Sweeney: The Commonwealth can and will mitigate these cuts.  Back to my answer to the Fair Share 

amendment, one of the reasons I do not support it as written is that this is precisely the sort of program that 

should be able to be funded by a differentiated tax rate system, but would be precluded by that Amendment 

as written.    At the same time simply subsidizing people is not a long term answer.  The social safety-net 



 

needs to be thought of as a trampoline and not a hammock.  The policy goal needs to be to move people to a 

position of self-sustainability. 

 

D. Education 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding public education. What value does public 

education have in improving our economy as well as in addressing matters of economic justice? How can we 

close persistent achievement gaps? What measures should the Commonwealth take on these issues? 

Ciccolo: As a public school parent, I know that great schools are the key to success for our communities and 

our region. As State Representative, I will place a high priority on investing in our public schools to ensure that 

every child across the Commonwealth has access to a great education and the opportunity it brings. While 

Massachusetts does well in education compared to other states, there are deep inequities and disparities 

among our cities and towns and there are areas clearly in need of improvement. 

 

Because the ability to support educational services through local property tax varies greatly across our cities 

and towns, it is critical for us to fix the state-wide education funding formula (Chapter 70). I believe we need 

to fully implement the comprehensive recommendations of the Foundation Budget Review Commission which 

details out the deficiencies in the current spending formula. I will continue to support and advocate to fully 

fund Special Education, METCO, School Transportation, education-related employee benefits (health 

insurance and retirement costs), and programs for English Language Learners.  

 

There are also a number of innovative approaches under consideration to help close the achievement gap. For 

instance, the recent Budget Amendment 888 offered by Rep. Paul Tucker of Salem proposes to create a new 

pilot program to fund summer learning opportunities in low income communities. This is the type of targeted 

approach that I would support as a means of closing the achievement gap. 

 

With 95% of communities in Massachusetts now offering all-day kindergarten (with 56 districts charging 

tuition), I would advocate to restore the state’s kindergarten grant funding program (cut from the FY 2017 

state budget) and work to ensure that needy families are provided free tuition associated with all-day 

kindergarten. I will also fight for the creation of a universal Pre-K program in Massachusetts and for widely 

available vocational and technical programs. Finally, I believe we should strive to provide needs-based free 

and affordable options for college. I will work closely with parents, teachers, and community stakeholders to 

advocate effectively for these important educational programs. 

 

Cohen: Providing high-quality education is a cornerstone of a strong society and economy.  High quality 

education leads to improved lives for students as they can gain higher paying jobs, and for the economy and 

society as it helps lead to advances in sciences, medicine, technology and other fields.  Currently, access to 

high quality education is highly unequal, and this has a particularly negative impact on low income areas and 

communities of color.  The Commonwealth should provide funds to help such areas improve their educational 

systems.  Massachusetts should also make it easier for students to go to college.  For students who do not 

wish to go to college we must ensure adequate access to vocational schools and training programs.  Education 

is key to a healthy democracy, as educated students will be better and more productive citizens and will be 

better able to detect truth from lies in social, economic and political spheres. 

 

Stewart: Public education is a cornerstone of our democracy. I will continue to champion adequate funding, 

arts integration, and opportunities to welcome all families into the school, free of language, cultural, and 

socio-economic barriers. For over 20 years, I’ve dedicated myself to speaking up for children and families: for 

family engagement language in laws; safe, healthy, and technologically advanced schools; and equal 

opportunity for all children, regardless of socio-economic background. Educators need resources for special 



 

education, English language education, and for educating students from economically disadvantaged 

situations. The best economic driver is to invest in education for our children, especially for early education 

and care and for those considered “high risk”. 

 

Sweeney: There is not enough space here for a full elaboration on this topic and the question as asked, so I 

will say it this way:  Educated citizens are a PUBLIC GOOD the same way clean air, and clean water and roads 

and bridges and public defense are all public goods.  Public education is a critical investment and not an 

expense.  It also needs to include vocational and technical education.  

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

public education. 

Ciccolo: Lobbying is a routine and important activity of the municipal and regional boards and 

committees that I have served on or headed. My gubernatorial appointment to the Local Government 

Advisory Commission involved considerable advocacy as well. I have pushed strongly for the 

recommendations of The Foundation Budget Review Commission and for Chapter 70 aid and 

Unrestricted Local General Government Aid (through which much funding is provided for ancillary 

school related bonding and employee benefits). 

 

As past President of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council, and current Chair of its Legislative 

Committee, I have encouraged, provided input into, and voted in support of its State of Equity Policy 

Agenda and implementation recommendations. More on that effort can be found here: 

http://www.mapc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/State-of-EquityPolicy-Agenda-FINAL-tagged.pdf. 
I am also a member of the Leadership Circle of the Mass. Budget and Policy Center which dedicates a 

significant portion of its research to early childhood education and child welfare. 

 

Having personally benefited from attending a well-regarded public school system, I have maintained a 

lifelong belief in the importance of excellence in education. As a Lexington Selectman, I have worked 

to ensure that our local public schools receive the funding they need to thrive. During my time 

working as Assistant Town Administrator for the Town of Hudson, I worked closely with the Hudson 

Public Schools to prioritize investments in public education for new schools and an increasing share of 

the total municipal funding pie. Personally, I have been an active supporter of and volunteer in the 

public schools where both of my sons attended. 

 

Cohen: This issue is of great importance to me as evidenced by my current career as an educator at 

the college/university level. 

 

Stewart: As the appointed Parent Representative on the Statewide Board of Elementary and 

Secondary Education since 2014, I’ve learned what it takes to both advocate for progressive change 

and navigate the body to move forward that agenda. It’s that, with my 20 years of experience fighting 

for our community, that I will bring to the legislature. As member and chair of Massachusetts PTA 

Federal and State Legislative Affairs, I’ve attended every legislative conference sponsored by National 

PTA between 2006-2015, taking the fight for better funding for education, IDEA, SNAP, and more to 

members of the Massachusetts Congressional Delegation. I’ve maintained an active blog since my 

years on the Lexington School Committee, blogging on local, state, and national issues since 2009, 

much of it on education; it also includes letters and public testimony going back to 2006.  

 

Sweeney: I will say that the work I will do to advance my principles is the first bill I will file when 

elected will be to stop the public funding of so-called Charter Schools.  

http://www.mapc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/State-of-EquityPolicy-Agenda-FINAL-tagged.pdf


 

 

2. How would you address persistent racial and economic achievement gaps in education? 

Ciccolo: Addressing the achievement gap and opportunity divide is critically important to moving 

Massachusetts forward. We need to ensure that every child in Massachusetts, regardless of their zip code, has 

access to high quality education. By investing additional resources in our lowest performing schools and 

providing effective programming and support for our youth, we can put young people of all backgrounds on a 

pathway to academic success and economic mobility. However, we also have to approach the achievement 

gap with an understanding of how the whole child is impacted by inequality. African American and Latino 

youth have 5 times the asthma rates than white youth and low and moderate-income children are more likely 

to suffer from food-insecurity. When we consider a child’s readiness to learn, we must be prepared to address 

a wide range of issues that impact learning including health disparities, discriminatory disciplinary practices, 

poverty, nutrition, and access to transportation among other issues. As a life-long practitioner in Community 

Development and policy, I understand full well how interconnected and complex these issues are and I have 

the background to think comprehensively about state-level solutions to these difficult problems. 

 

Cohen: As I mention in the previous question, it is critical to increase funding to lower income areas and areas 

with higher concentrations of people of color.  This will help address the issue.  Beyond that, the 

Commonwealth should work to build programs that encourage both promising young teachers and teachers 

with proven successful track records to work in under performing schools.  Ultimately, the answer is ensuring 

good teacher salaries and well supported education for every district and every student. 

 

Stewart: There are no silver bullets. Ultimately, each student needs to be understood as an individual with 

particular learning needs. Taking on a personal approach requires funding, smaller classes, highly qualified 

and experienced educators, and more. The FBRC made several recommendations that should be 

implemented, and such a proposal is underway. But more than that, based on an Adequacy Study, we will 

need to recalculate the Foundation Budget formula. Student engagement increases with greater individual 

agency, student-directed project based learning, state-of-the-art facilities and equipment, and more School 

Counselors. Some of these decisions are determined locally by their School Committees, so I will be sure to 

meet regularly with Lexington and Woburn School Committees, Selectmen, and Aldermen to understand the 

impacts of state legislative decisions on their work.  

 

Sweeney: (i) Make sure that Head Start and other similar programs are available and expanded throughout 

the Commonwealth (ii) make colleges, universities, vocational and technical training available to all tuition 

free.  

 

3. Would you support or oppose creating universal, free Pre-K, accessible to any resident of Massachusetts, 

integrated into the public school system? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I support such efforts, and I believe the Commonwealth should establish a fund to help communities 

pay for such services so that K-12 programs do not suffer from a decrease in funding.  These types of programs 

are great for children and research shows these programs improve their performance in K-12 schooling.  We 

should provide opportunities for all children to be successful, not just those whose parents (or communities) 

can afford pre-K educational opportunities. Further, they are great for families like mine with two working 

parents.  Thus, these programs are important not only for children in need but for all families and the 

economy as a whole. 

 

Stewart: Support 



 

 

Sweeney: When something is described as “free” that means it has no value.  I support programs that provide 

access to early childhood education, accessible to any resident of Massachusetts, integrated into the public 

school system.  Too often this particular issue is characterized a “daycare” and we need to be very precise and 

clear about the public policy goals here, which is to be the foundational entry point for the public education 

system. 

 

4. Do you support or oppose the use of high-stakes testing for such things as student promotion, high school 

graduation, teacher evaluation, and the evaluation of schools and districts? 

Ciccolo: Oppose 

 

Cohen: I generally oppose these types of programs.  They lead students and teachers to just focus on the test. 

This means other important topics are not covered, individual needs and talents are not considered and 

student education as a whole suffers.  There does not yet appear to be a good way to test how schools 

perform that also gives schools the flexibility they need to treat each student as a worthwhile and unique 

future citizen.  I think this type of program should be done away with until a more appropriate/accurate 

assessment tool exists that still allows for flexibility in how and what teachers cover in class.  In addition, tying 

student performance to teacher and school evaluations is misleading because there are many factors, other 

than just teaching, that contribute or detract from student performance. 

 

Stewart: The use of high-stakes tests for such things as student promotion, high school graduation, etc. is a 

questionable practice. However, we do need a process by which to understand the impact of all the testing 

being done in classrooms. I will continue to challenge common narratives about testing, accountability, and 

achievement to ensure students are safe, healthy, engaged, and supported. 

 

Sweeney: I do not know enough about “high-stakes testing” to answer authoritatively. 

 

5. Would you support or oppose changes to the Chapter 70 Education formula, including the Foundation Budget, 

to incorporate proper state funding for ELL students, Special Education students, transportation costs, charter 

school reimbursements to sending schools, and class size reduction? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Yes, this is part of what I would like to achieve.  These are all critical programs, but too often local 

communities struggle to pay for them from property taxes alone.  This is particularly problematic in lower 

income communities where property tax revenue is smaller, making these programs more difficult to support. 

 

Stewart: Support. The FBRC concluded, “the good work begun by the Massachusetts Education Reform Act of 

1993, and the educational progress made since, will be at risk so long as our school systems are fiscally 

strained by the ongoing failure to substantively consider the adequacy of the foundation budget”. 

 

Sweeney: I do not yet know the specifics of the Chapter 70 Education formula and so cannot not answer 

authoritatively at this time.  Clearly Charter School reimbursements need to end. 
 

6. In November 2016, Massachusetts voters overwhelmingly rejected a ballot initiative to lift the cap on charter 

schools given the millions of dollars it would have siphoned away from public schools. How did you vote on 

this question, and why? 

Ciccolo: I voted “NO” on this ballot question. The Legislature has a track record of underfunding Charter 

School Reimbursements to public school districts and it is inappropriate to expand a system that is currently 



 

not funded adequately. For Fiscal 2019 it is projected that there will be more than $660 million dollars 

deducted from local school systems statewide due to Charter School assessments on communities. Despite 

the fact that the House of Representatives is proposing to increase Charter school reimbursements, the 

amount of funding at the proposed House level will still be nearly half of what the Department of Elementary 

and Secondary Education (DESE) estimates full funding needs to be. 

 

The larger policy implications are even more concerning as the Charter School system has the potential to 

completely undermine our public school system and create gaping holes in the social safety net system. I 

place a high value on public education and do not support expanding the Charter School System as it is 

currently constituted. I believe fundamentally that our focus should be on improving our existing public 

school system. 

 

Cohen: I voted to reject the initiative.  While the idea of allowing innovation in education is wise, it would be 

better to do so within the general public school system, so that all our students get a high quality education. 

Charter schools take money from other public schools and can only be used by a small number of students. 

Also, it is not clear that charter schools perform any better than do other schools. Charter schools can easily 

expel problem students who are returned to the public school system.  Furthermore, teachers do not have to 

be unionized in charter schools.  This impairs the ability of all teachers to engage in collective bargaining 

across the system.  Instead, the Commonwealth must invest in improving public schools and ensuring that all 

students have access to quality education.   

 

Stewart: I voted No On 2. Ultimately, it was a resource question. It’s reasonable for families to want a 

personalized education for their child, but the answer isn’t more charters, because that’s not what they’re 

about. Ultimately, charter schools compete for funding that should be going to the core district schools, and 

this turns the whole thing into a resource problem because charters drain money and resources from schools 

and districts, thus increasing class size, resulting in fewer educators necessary to address student needs in the 

home core district. Considered another way, such a condition contributes to the very problem everyone says 

they are trying to solve -- closing the achievement/proficiency gap. 

 

Sweeney: I voted against lifting the cap on charter schools. 

 

a. Would you support or oppose keeping the cap on charter schools? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I support keeping the cap.  Please see the answer above for my reasons. 

 

Stewart: Support  

 

Sweeney: If elected, I am going to introduce legislation to eliminate public funding of charter schools 

on day one. 

 

b. Would you support or oppose legislation to bring greater accountability and transparency to charter 

schools, such as by requiring them to adhere to the same disclosure and disciplinary standards as 

public school districts? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Absolutely.  There is no reason charter schools should be held to a different standard in these 

regards.  Further, it is only possible to see if charter schools work, or what works in charter schools, if 



 

there is transparency and accountability.  If those who run charter schools truly believe such schools 

have advantages, they should also support such moves. 

 

Stewart: Support  

 

Sweeney: Once charter schools are no longer publicly funded the should be free to operate as any 

other non-government affiliated school.  

 

7. Would you support or oppose legislation to grant in-state tuition and financial aid to undocumented 

students? 

Ciccolo: Support, and have taken proactive votes and helped to formulate policy in favor of the legislation as 

Chair of the MAPC Legislative Committee and participant on its Executive Committee. 

 

Cohen: I support such efforts.  I understand why opposition to this exists, but anyone who is making a life 

here and contributing to our shared society deserves to be treated equally to anyone else.  As discussed 

above, increased access to education benefits all of society.  It is equally true in this case. 

 

Stewart: Support  

 

Sweeney: This issue is not as simple as this question lays it out.  Yes children seeking education need to have 

access to in-state tuition rates, tuition free university, vocational and technical training and financial aid even 

if undocumented.  In this climate just getting them on that “list” could be an issue and can be an issue for 

them even seeking this aid for fear of getting on a list like this.  Let’s attack the issue of immigration and look 

for ways to get productive members of society full citizenship.  

 

8. Would you support or oppose making tuition free at public colleges and universities? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I support the idea. While I have not seen a convincing proposal on how to pay for it, I would be happy 

to work with others to bring this idea to reality.  If such a plan is developed I would certainly vote in favor as I 

always support increasing access to education.  I am currently an academic teaching at Northeastern 

University and Merrimack College, so I know firsthand how important education is and I always want to have 

as many people as possible have access to colleges and universities. 

 

Stewart: Support  

 

Sweeney: Support – 100%.  It has to be one of the absolute top priorities of the Party so that we can set the 

national standard for how to do it right.  Also there has got to be a commitment to vocational and technical 

schools and their expansion and this part of the solution is all too often overlooked.  

 

E. Health Care 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding health care insurance, delivery, and outcomes. 

Ciccolo: We must invest in prevention programs, both in physical and mental health to keep our residents 

healthier and, over the long term, to help lower our costs. We must institute comprehensive policies that 

make it easier for people to be healthy. More State funding should be directed to programs that emphasize 

wellness, with education aimed at improving nutrition, measures to encourage physical activity, and strong 

preventive efforts to vaccinate and screen for diseases so they can be treated early. Preventative efforts must 

also be focused on reducing substance abuse. 



 

 

We must support programs and policies that ensure equal access to reproductive healthcare for all people. 

We must improve the very low wages of home care workers, and create a student loan repayment pilot 

program for licensed, certified social workers working in areas of high need. We need to be prepared, with 

legislation in place, to provide healthcare continuity for our most vulnerable residents in the event of federal 

cuts to our Medicaid funding. 

 

We must work towards the creation of a single payer health insurance system in Massachusetts that 

guarantees access, is publicly administered, and lowers the cost of health care. Such a system must be phased 

in carefully and deliberately to ensure service quality, and, importantly, to reduce disruption and 

displacement of workers currently employed in the private health insurance industry. 

 

Cohen: I believe that health care should be universal, affordable, accessible and high quality.  One major 

concern is that insurance premiums have increased at a rapid rate, making health care unaffordable for far 

too many people.  The executive branch for far too long has not adequately used the authority it was given by 

the Legislature to reign in excess increases.  All citizens must have access to basic care and preventive care, 

not just emergency care.  There are many health issues that can be addressed successfully early on if there is 

easy access to preventive care and screenings.  I am also a strong supporter of ensuring that mental health 

and substance abuse care are accessible.  This is an area in which I spent much effort in my years at the State 

House, and we successfully expanded access for adults and children. 

 

Stewart: Everyone deserves affordable, comprehensive dental care and physical and mental healthcare as a 

right, including reproductive healthcare and women’s cancer prevention, screening, and treatment. A publicly 

administered, single-payer option reduces costs. There are people who need healthcare and there are doctors 

and hospitals who are there to see that people get what they need. In between, though, is a morass of 

competition for coverage that ensures a profit is made by those in the middle. Working families need 

affordable healthcare. They have reached their limit of co-pays and deductibles. They are tired of paying high 

costs for the medicines they need. It’s time to negotiate for lower prescription prices, reduce costs overall, 

and see that people are protected with the healthcare coverage they need.  

 

Sweeney: We need a single payer, Medicare-for-All style solution for healthcare in the United States.  In 

economics demand is defined as the willingness and ability to buy a commodity.  While this works for 

toothpaste and potato chips this definition fails MISERABLY when we try and treat healthcare like any other 

simple commodity and so it is completely absurd to try and continue doing so.  There are certain fundamental 

obligations of a society and treating the sick is one of them.  Period.  

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

health care (legislation, community work, published writings, etc.). 

Ciccolo: I am passionate about the need to address public health and wellness. This generation has a 

shorter life expectancy than its parent’s generation, primarily due to obesity, diabetes, and heart 

disease along with the growing opioid crisis. We must reverse this trend. For that reason, I have been 

active in the movement promoting better health and wellness and have personally engaged on a 

number of statewide commissions aimed at improving community health. I have focused on creating 

the opportunity for safe bicycling and walking for decades through my leadership in developing the 

Assabet River Rail Trail and in my more recent work helping to create the State-wide Complete Streets 

Program. While President of MAPC, I conceived of the idea of creating complete streets legislation to 

provide an incentive for cities and towns to improve bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure which 

would be modeled after the Green Communities Program. After I helped to get this legislation passed 



 

by working with our state-wide partners (WalkBoston, MassBike, CLF, T4MA, Mass. Public Health 

Association), I also participated on MassDOT’s implementation working group. As of 2017, even as a 

relatively new initiative, more than 150 municipalities in Massachusetts were already participating in 

this program, involved in either training, or policy creation, or capital project Implementation. 

 

For several years while the committee was active, I was also an appointed member of the Healthy 

Transportation Compact Advisory Council under Governor Deval Patrick’s Administration. This entity 

was constituted to provide advice and guidance to the Departments of Health and Human Services, 

MassDOT, Public Health and Energy and Environmental Affairs. We met for approximately two years 

until Governor Baker’s administration began. 

 

While in Hudson, I spearheaded Hudson’s involvement in the Middlesex County Transformation Grant 

which was a partnership of MAPC and the Mass. Department of Public Health. Through this effort, a 

sizeable grant of approximately $1.5 million was received from the Federal CDC through the 

Affordable Care Act. Thirteen communities were awarded funds to address healthy eating, active 

living, and substance abuse avoidance. Leading the Hudson team we formed the “Metrowest Moves” 

initiative modeled after the statewide Mass-in-Motion program and actively worked to develop local 

strategies to improve nutrition, promote physical activity, and support smoking cessation. 

 

I also served on the Department of Public Health, Built Environment Working Group Community of 

Practice which addresses infrastructure and best practices for municipalities to follow to promote 

walking and bicycling. I occasionally continue to participate when time allows. I was also a member of 

the Act Fresh team effort of the Mass. Public Health Association which was promoting healthy food 

access. 

 

Cohen: I have extensive experience at the State House on health care issues.  The first project I 

worked on, which was passed into law, was a measure to expand access to mental health care for 

veterans.  I am also proud to have been a key part of efforts to expand access to counseling and 

mental health care for children.  Another signature piece of legislation I worked on was expanding 

mental health parity legislation to ensure insurance companies had to provide coverage for more 

mental health issues.  I have had a great deal of success fighting for health care causes in the budget 

as well.  I worked to boost nurse staffing levels at mental health facilities and ensure that doctors and 

hospitals are reimbursed more fairly for treatments they provide. 

 

Stewart: Examples include lobbying our Congressional Delegation for the Healthy Hunger-free Kids 

Act; testimony before the Joint Committee on Public Health against commercialism in schools and for 

increased recess and physical education; revisions of Massachusetts PTA’s policy position statements.  

 

2. Would you support or oppose legislation to enact a single payer health care system in Massachusetts? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I support creating such a system.  It would need to be carefully designed to be certain that there are 

adequate incentives to continue Massachusetts’ record of innovations and research into medical advances. 

Further, it would be important to ensure that there is enough flexibility in the system so that people can get 

care based on their personal preferences.  One size fits all would not work well.  I would want to help create a 

system where the government does not fully control all aspects of health care.  Patients and their doctors 

must be the key to personal care. 

 



 

Stewart: Support  

 

Sweeney: It is simply not possible.  This is like asking “Should Massachusetts start its own armed forces to 

provide for public defense”.  It can only be accomplished on the national level.  What we can do is look for 

ways to get 100% expanded insurance coverage here in the Commonwealth in the interim and fight like hell to 

support Bernie Sanders and others that are equally committed to this critical national public policy goal. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to guarantee women access to abortion care without dangerous 

delay, isolation, and obstruction? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I support a woman’s right to control her own body.  Policy MUST be based in science, not ideology and 

opinion.  However one might feel about abortion on a personal level, the job of government is to create 

effective public policy, not impose personal decisions.  Policies that unreasonably restrict abortion rights 

endanger the lives of both women and, ironically, their babies.  I will be a strong defender of abortion rights 

and more broadly, I will be a strong supporter of women’s rights in all fields. 

 

Stewart: Support  

 

Sweeney: Support.  Again there is not enough room on the page to fully answer the implications of this 

question.  So I will say this:  We have to fight against any and all efforts that undermine a woman’s right to 

determine their own healthcare path. 

 

4. Do you support or oppose legislation to guarantee access to birth control without copay? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I strongly support women’s (and men’s) access to free birth control.  Women should have full control 

over all their health and reproductive rights.  This is the most successful method to prevent abortion, for 

those who oppose it. 

 

Stewart: Support  

 

Sweeney: This is a question that again is trying to make something “free”.  What we should do, and will do if I 

am elected, is make any healthcare plan that was to be offered in the Commonwealth include birth control.  If 

that means there is a co-pay than so be it.   If we have to go to the Supreme Court to fight for it then we will. 

In addition we need to partner with Planned Parenthood and other similar groups in a way that will provide 

birth control to anyone that wants or needs it.  

 

5. The opioid crisis is hitting communities in our area hard. What steps would you pursue to treat those afflicted 

by addiction and to help address the causes of this epidemic? 

Ciccolo: Narcan availability and training is essential to saving individual people from opioid overdose. In 

Lexington we have been providing opportunities for such training, and making sure we have accessible Narcan 

medication on hand. The Legislature should continue to support efforts to negotiate for reduced pricing and 

availability of Narcan, and for treatment and prevention programs. Locally, the Board of Selectmen has 

launched a community-wide mental health evaluation to determine what the appropriate municipal role is in 

providing mental health and substance abuse support programs. We have been reviewing and assessing our 

existing tools and resources and identifying gaps in service. 



 

 

There is a best practice model that is beginning to emerge that focuses on local task force collaboration 

between all of the social service organizations in identifying those at risk, providing appropriate referral 

services, and ensuring the safety net has no holes. This model is something that should be pursued at the 

state-level through the dissemination of best practices, grant incentive programs, and financial support to the 

most needy communities at risk. However, DPH lacks the resources to roll out such an initiative. I believe that 

the Legislature should act to recapitalize the Wellness and Prevention Trust Fund (which was de-funded a few 

years ago), to assist DPH to focus its efforts on community health initiatives. 

 

Cohen: This is an issue I worked on extensively at the State House, and would be a top priority of mine.  An 

important step is ensuring people in recovery have a safe, supportive place to go, away from drugs and 

alcohol.  Such “sober housing” exists but was largely unlicensed and unregulated, leading to abuses.  I helped 

create the basis for a voluntary licensing program Massachusetts now uses to identify good sober homes.  We 

need to ensure proper funding in the budget for all substance abuse treatment facilities.  Increasing access to 

treatment and diversion programs that keep people suffering from addiction out of jail is a critical 

component.  We must ensure insurance companies provide full coverage for treatment as it is effective and 

cost effective.  Another bill I helped author created programs that identify children at risk of abusing drugs. 

These programs must be expanded to reach people before they become addicted. 

 

Stewart: I’m not alone in having experienced personal loss as a result of this crisis; many of us know a friend, 

neighbor, or relative who has been affected. The shortage of beds (and the deadly weeks-long waiting lists for 

them), for substance use disorders in treatment facilities contribute to the current set of challenges in 

treatment facilities. We need to make sure that people who seek treatment can get it in a timely manner and 

when it will be most effective. It’s time to treat the opioid and heroin epidemics as public health crises with a 

universal healthcare system that covers substance use prevention, treatment, and recovery services.  

 

Sweeney: The first thing we do is directly tax the opioid makers to fun the necessary treatment centers.  This 

is a problem rooted in the access to prescription drugs where is where the vast majority of opioid dependence 

begins.  To further address the cause – We simply needs to BAN the worst of these addictive substances in the 

Commonwealth and cause tighter controls around the entire drug-class when it comes to how they are 

dispensed.  This is non-trivial and will require partnership with the medical community. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose Governor Baker’s proposal allowing police and health care workers to 

involuntarily hospitalize high-risk opioid users for up to 72 hours at treatment facilities? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Overall, I think this might be a worthwhile program, but I have strong reservations.  This could 

be an effective and powerful tool to save a person’s life, but it is also a major restriction on that 

individual’s liberty and Constitutional rights limiting the reasons an individual can be detained.  I want 

to see more details on exactly how this would work before I can give a more complete answer. 

 

Stewart: Oppose. Addiction can be treated, but it’s not simple because it’s a chronic disease. Evidence 

shows that mandated treatment of all kinds doesn’t work for several reasons: 1) Mandated treatment 

means fewer beds/resources for the people who want treatment. 2) People who seek/want the help 

are the people who benefit from it most. 3) Because addiction is a chronic disease, people can’t stop 

using and be cured in a few days; 72-hour mandated treatment is supported primarily by for-profit 

treatment facilities ... for profit, not evidence-based results. It’s in their best interest to continuously 



 

treat people over and over again, not fix the problem. Even worse is that someone who has overdosed 

might not call for help for fear of being detained, and the death rate could actually rise. 

 

Sweeney: I am opposed to anything “involuntary” in this regard except in the most extreme cases 

where there is a clear danger to other citizens or the person themselves and would expect in that case 

we’d follow the models already established in the mental and behavioral health community.   

 

b. Do you support or oppose the creation of clean injection sites in areas most affected by the crisis? 

Ciccolo: This is an area where we still need to examine best practices and review the efficacy of 

differing approaches. 

 

Cohen: I support it, with the suggestion that it must be coupled with help.  We must acknowledge that 

people are going to use drugs, but we must make sure they are as safe as possible so they can survive 

and recover when they are ready.  The Commonwealth must be prepared to provide such services as 

soon as people are ready for treatment. 

 

Stewart: Support. This is a controversial topic for many, and currently there are no sites in 

Massachusetts, but they are being used in 66 cities around the world in nine countries. Earlier this 

year, Philadelphia announced a plan to create safe injection sites and pilot programs may soon be 

established in Seattle, San Francisco, and New York City. Supervised injection sites are all about harm 

reduction. While, ideally, we would want no one using illegal substances, people are using them at 

these sites, and they are reducing the potential for death. Supervised injection facilities are designed 

to reduce the health and societal problems associated with injection drug use; they have been 
researched, studied, and evaluated for years. The evidence is conclusive that sterile injection sites 

effectively reduce HIV and hepatitis transmission risks, prevent overdose deaths, reduce public 

injections, reduce discarded syringes, and increase the number of people who enter drug treatment. 

 

Sweeney: Support - if the municipality and the community wish it.  Local communities have a right to 

determine the character of their communities.  

 

F. Racial and Social Justice 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Racial and Social Justice. 

Ciccolo: Massachusetts leads when we support justice and equality for all our neighbors – regardless of their 

gender, race, religion, sexual orientation, gender identification, or immigration status. We must embrace our 

political, cultural, ethnic and religious differences because our diversity makes us strong. As a Commonwealth, 

we must stand up for our values and push back on the regressive efforts coming out of Washington. This 

includes fighting for our inalienable civil rights, reproductive freedom, LGBTQ rights, the reduction of gun 

violence, progressive taxation, fair labor standards, a living wage and protection of the environment. 

 

There is conclusive and compelling data that our criminal justice system disproportionately impacts African 

American and Latino youth, resulting in extreme social injustice. This system must be completely remade with 

a focus on restorative justice, jail diversion programs, community policing to prevent violence, and the 

elimination of mandatory minimum sentences for minor drug infractions. The new Criminal Justice Reform 

legislation is a good first start. It is not yet clear to me if the legislation accomplishes all it needs to, nor if 

there will be adequate resources to implement major change. Thus, if elected, I will push to monitor the data 

and outcomes to understand the performance of the new criminal justice system and be prepared to enact 

funding and improvements to the legislation where needed. 

 



 

Cohen: I believe it is every individual’s responsibility to help those in need and stand up for the oppressed. 

Discrimination against one group not only harms that group and constricts its liberties, it harms us all. It is my 

goal to ensure that the Commonwealth lives up to its name by providing an environment that is welcoming to 

all who live here, regardless of their backgrounds.  I will be a very strong supporter of efforts to achieve full 

equality for women in all regards and end all harassment at work, public, or at home.  I am the first, and thus 

far only, candidate to announce that I oppose the ballot question looking to repeal protections for 

transgender citizens in my platform as well as any similar measures targeting any group.  I will be an advocate 

for the LGBTQ+ community.  I stand with any group fighting for racial justice and all efforts to improve 

relations between police and minority communities.  Racial equality also means fighting for economic equality 

for disadvantaged communities.  I believe that immigration makes our communities stronger and that 

immigrants should not have to live in the shadows.  Massachusetts must continue to take a firm stand against 

religious bigotry, including the “travel ban.” 

 

Stewart: I strongly support policies and programs that lead to justice and opportunity for all immigrant 

groups, including refugees and undocumented residents. I support the Safe Communities Act and Black Lives 

Matter. I believe in gender and racial equality and opportunity and fairness for people regardless of age, 

ability, color, race, ethnicity, religion or creed, ancestry or national origin, gender, gender identity or gender 

expression, or sexual orientation, socio-economic status, including veterans, and homeless youth. 

 

Sweeney: I believe that the roots of racial and social injustice can be directly traced to economics.  Empower 

all people by empowering them economically and they will in turn be able to turn the cultural tide. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to combat racism, 

Islamophobia, xenophobia, homophobia, transphobia, and other attempts to marginalize 

disadvantaged groups. 

Ciccolo: In Lexington, as a member of the Board of Selectmen, I support the strong stand we take to 

denounce any acts of hate, hostility, or discrimination. When we see such acts, we encourage our 

Police Department to investigate and when possible to actively prosecute. A year ago, the Lexington 

Board of Selectmen issued an Inclusivity Proclamation to make it clear to the Community what our 

values are and who we want to be, as a welcoming inclusive community: 

(https://www.lexingtonma.gov/sites/lexingtonma/files/uploads/inclusivity_proclamation_-_2017.pdf

). I was proud to make this statement. However, we recognized this was a first symbolic step and a 

comprehensive ongoing effort needs to be undertaken. As a member of the Board of Selectmen, I 

have actively sought out and met with various groups in our community to invite them to participate 

in our local government. For instance, I was a guest speaker at several forums sponsored by the Indian 

Association of Lexington and the Chinese American Association of Lexington at which I recruited 

individuals to volunteer for committees and run for office, especially for Town Meeting and 

Town-wide offices. Individuals in the community will tell you that they got involved because I 

personally asked them to participate. As a Selectmen, I frequently speak at other programs such as 

Citizen’s Academy, the very popular and well received program we run to educate the community 

about their municipal government. I have met with our Human Rights Commission Chair and regularly 

support the activities of this commission. In the FY2019 budget, just approved by the Town, in 

response to a goal enumerated by the Board of Selectmen, we approved funding for a brand-new 

Diversity Taskforce which will report to the Superintendent of Schools and the Town Manager. That 

group will create a work plan to ensure we are making progress on our inclusivity objectives. This task 

force is also an outgrowth of our very successful 2020 Vision Committee’s community-wide survey on 

diversity and we are building on the work of the Sub-Committee on Demographic Change which 

sought to anticipate and understand changes in ethnicity and racial diversity so as to find ways to be 

https://www.lexingtonma.gov/sites/lexingtonma/files/uploads/inclusivity_proclamation_-_2017.pdf


 

inclusive and encourage civic engagement from groups presently underrepresented. Finally, I also 

serve on the newly created LGBTQ Task Force and have begun attending meetings of LexPride. 
 

Cohen: I am against all forms of stigmatization, which is one reason I fought for those with mental 

illness and substance abuse at the State House.  Disadvantaged groups and the LGBTQ+ community 

are particularly affected by these issues in our society.  I have been active in these efforts all the way 

back to high school when I, for instance, organized a dinner to raise money for Iraqi citizens who were 

starving and a campaign to raise money and awareness for LGBTQ+ rights following the brutal murder 

of Matthew Shepard.  I am also a member and financial supporter of various groups dedicated to 

combating all forms of discrimination. 

 

Stewart: When I was president of the Massachusetts PTA, I was proud to facilitate the first LGBTQ 

Committee as part of our state association. It was also the first such committee in the 115-year history 

of National PTA. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose measures such as the Safe Communities Act, which would prohibit use of state 

resources for mass deportations or deportation raids, limit local and state police collaboration with federal 

immigration agents, and prohibit state support for a Muslim registry? 

Ciccolo: Support – And I actively assisted with the language development and behind-the-scenes negotiation 

(between the Police Chief, Town Manager, and article proponents) of a local Safe Communities Warrant 

Article successfully adopted this year by the Town Meeting. 

 

Cohen: I strongly support the SCA and I would strongly oppose the morally repugnant attempt to create a 

Muslim registry or anything akin to it for Muslims or any other group.  The SCA will, as the name implies, 

make our district and Commonwealth safer.  Immigrant communities will not have to live in fear, meaning 

they will be able to contact police freely, which will reduce crime rates.  My family history and my background 

illustrate this point clearly as my Grandmother fled Europe before the advance of Hitler’s armies.  Half her 

family died under fascism.  America welcomed her.  We must live up to that principle and always welcome the 

refugee and the immigrant. 

 

Stewart: Support. Local and state taxes and resources must not be used to further the mean, aggressive 

targeting of people and families by the Trump administration’s immigration deportation and detention 

agenda. My testimony in support of a local resolution built on the provisions of the SCA is HERE and action 

from the same at 2018 Lexington Annual Town Meeting, HERE.  
 

Sweeney: Support  - in that I do not believe raiding and deporting people who are participating in society like 

citizens and treating them like criminals when they are not.  However, I do support deporting criminals.  If 

someone commits a criminal act and they are found to be here illegally of course they need to be brought to 

the attention of immigration authorities.  A Muslim registry is as absurd as an Irish registry would have been 

at the height of the Troubles. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose the Safe Driving Act, which would remove immigration status as a barrier to 

applying for a license or learner’s permit? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I support this effort.  It is important that anyone on the road be licensed, trained, and insured.  This is 

a major public safety issue.  

 

https://mastewartma.blogspot.com/2018/04/my-comments-from-yes-mic-in-support-of_6.html
https://mastewartma.blogspot.com/2018/04/article-34-safe-communities-resolution.html


 

Stewart: Support 

 

Sweeney: I need to explore this more.  I have not yet read the Safe Driving Act. 

 

4. Our neighboring states of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Vermont ban the use of harmful conversion therapy 

practices for LGBTQ+ minors. Do you support or oppose banning the use of conversion therapy in 

Massachusetts? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I strongly support banning conversion therapy on minors.  You cannot change biology through 

“therapy.”  Conversion therapy also spreads the ignorant and harmful idea that there is something “wrong” 

with being born LGBTQ+, when there is nothing wrong.  This is particularly damaging to minors and their 

development as people.  This practice must end.  

 

Stewart: Support 

 

Sweeney: BAN conversion therapy and jail its practitioners.  

 

5. Sometime in early April, the legislature is expected to vote on sweeping Criminal Justice Reform legislation 

which would, among other things, remove mandatory minimum sentences for most offenses involving drug 

possession or distribution; reduces parole and probation fees; raises the monetary threshhold for felonies to 

$1,200 from $250; reforms the imposition of bail; creates mechanisms for diversion of low-level drug offenses 

to treatment or restorative justice options; and limits or abolishes the use of solitary confinement for many 

prisoners. Do you support or oppose this legislation? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I am in favor of this legislation, a version of which was passed into law.  I have in fact worked on some 

of these issues at the State House.  The treatment of prisoners with mental health is a major concern in the 

Commonwealth.  Time in prison tends to exacerbate mental health problems, and solitary confinement makes 

things far worse.  Where possible we should divert non-violent offenders from prisons (whether the offenders 

have mental illnesses or not).  This will allow for real rehabilitation and treatment. 

 

Stewart: Support 

 

Sweeney: Support. 

 

a. What, if any, additional reforms would you like to see added to this legislation in the future? 

Ciccolo: With the elimination of mandatory minimum sentences it will be essential for us to recognize 

the significant discretion that will be granted to prosecutors and judges. For this reason, I believe it 

will be important to monitor through data collection and reporting, how the new system is working 

and if there are racial disparities in the outcomes of sentencing and incarceration rates. I would also 

like to see the Shannon Grant program rebuilt to include more participating communities and a 

greater emphasis on community policing. Funding for Shannon Grants by the Legislature in recent 

years has been flat and that means fewer communities have been able to receive funding and a 

reduction in the anti-gang violence efforts rolled out by local police departments. 

 

Cohen: I would like to end the practice of jailing people for non-violent offenses unless there is a clear 

reason to believe the individual is likely to physically threaten others if not placed in jail.  Punishment 



 

should not be the goal of the system.  Prison is to keep dangerous people from harming others 

physically and rehabilitate them.  I would always rather see rehabilitation take place through 

diversion and treatment programs instead of jail and punishment that generally only sets people back, 

creates criminal connections, and increases recidivism without enhancing security. 

 

Stewart: Now that the CJR package has been signed by Governor Baker, we can see that several items 

have been left on the table, including some mandatory minimums. We must continue to reduce 

spending on prisons by reducing sentences and shifting resources to prevention, education, vocational 

education, and re-entry programs. As Rep. Mike Connolly said, “We still have a very long way to go to 

fulfill Dr. King’s vision of a beloved community--but for today, we can be proud that this historic 

package of criminal justice reforms has passed the Massachusetts legislature and is now the law!” 

 

Sweeney: Provide vocational and technical training to qualified, non-violent offenders to assist them 

on a path to economic stability. 

 

6. Do you support or oppose the establishment of an independent review board for police shootings in the 

Commonwealth?  

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I support creating a well-designed independent review board.  The proposal would need to be 

carefully worked out to ensure protections for all involved, both victims and officers.  It is always wise to have 

outside and impartial investigators look into potential criminal wrongdoing.  It is what the police do for 

society, so it seems a reasonable idea in cases like this, as well. 

 

Stewart: Support 

 

Sweeney: Support. 

 

7. Since 2016, in response to Black Lives Matter activists’ illumination of criminal justice system abuses, 

conservatives have pushed a myth of a “war on cops.” States such as Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, and 

Kentucky have advanced "Blue Lives Matter" legislation, making law enforcement a protected class under 

hate crime statutes. In November 2017, the MA Legislature followed suit, creating a new “super-penalty” and 

mandatory minimum for assaulting a police officer. Would you support or oppose such policies, which would 

disproportionately punish minority communities and contribute to an overly carceral state? 

Ciccolo: Our first responders do incredible work to keep our communities safe, but I believe we should be 

working to eliminate mandatory minimums, not creating additional ones. 

 

Cohen: I do not believe there is a war on cops; certainly not in Massachusetts.  Here again, we must be careful 

to protect all citizens through drafting good legislation.  As the question notes, the people most likely to be 

targeted under this type of law come from minority groups.  At the same time, police are risking their lives 

every day they go to work.  Thus, providing them with additional protections is reasonable.  I am not sure, 

however, that laws like these actually provide any additional protections for police.  I believe in evidence 

based policy making, so I would want to see evidence regarding how these laws are applied in practice and 

know that they reduce attacks on officers before we implement this.  In either case, I support the cause of 

BLM in their fight to reduce violence and oppression against minority communities.  The vast majority of 

victims have been minorities. 

 

Stewart: Oppose 



 

 

Sweeney: I am opposed to mandatory minimum sentences as a matter of public policy.  

 

G. Good Government/Strong Democracy 

1. Please share your personal values and principles on strengthening democracy and creating government that 

works for all of us. 

Ciccolo: Policy-making is a complicated process requiring the establishment of common ground and a shared 

vision, good data, a detailed nuanced approach, inclusive collaborative dialog, and compromise in order to 

advance community goals. This is no small order and requires leaders with patience, diplomacy, and a 

strategic approach – all skills which I believe I have. 

 

Local Government operates under a set of more stringent rules than State Government, including the Open 

Meeting Law which requires posting of meetings and their agendas 48 hours in advance. I believe this 

municipal model can serve to inform ways in which we can strengthen democracy at the state level. As 

someone who has been a practitioner in Community Development, I know firsthand the importance of 

involving stakeholders in the process. Many of the grant programs through which I obtained funding for the 

communities in which I worked, required public hearings and public participation. Over the course of my 25+ 

years overseeing local projects, I have developed a set of procedures and best practices to engage the public 

in good process. At one point I had a written 10-step process, and more recently I’ve developed formal best 

practices which I tailor to the needs of each project. I have been hired as a consultant by communities such as 

the Town of Wellesley, to lead them through contentious community decision-making processes. My 

community also won an award for the Hudson Master Plan (Comprehensive Plan), a project which I oversaw, 

and which included a robust public participation process.  

 

Having a process in place for community engagement is essential. Access to information, advance notice of 

meetings, significant community outreach, especially to disadvantaged groups, direct invitations to 

participate, meeting with stakeholders on their own turf, and other techniques enable people to be heard and 

to feel included in the process. This approach is lacking at the state level and if elected I plan to bring this 

perspective and knowledge to bear to develop better dialog and better decision making. 

 

Cohen: I believe that a key to such efforts is to promote transparency and open communication between 

legislators and constituents.  I will always do my best to be clear to constituents on where I stand on all major 

issues.  I want to hear from constituents regarding what matters to them so I can work to ensure government 

is addressing their concerns in an honest and transparent manner.  The role of money should be reduced, and 

I pledge not to accept donations from corporations or businesses.  Democracy can only thrive if voting rights 

are protected.  Voting rights are particularly threatened for minority communities.  While thankfully not a 

major issue in Massachusetts, there are additional steps we can take here.  Registration should be as easy as 

possible, and should include an election day registration option.  Early voting and absentee voting should also 

be expanded and made available for all elections for all voters. 

 

Stewart: A government of, by, and for the People are among the highest ideals of our country. I support Home 

Rule voting by non-citizens in city or town elections. Government transparency. Support for implementation 

of a robust public financing plan for politics at every level. Clean elections. Same-day voter registration. 

Automatic voter registration. Voting is a right. Voter registration should be made as easy as possible. Polls 

should be safe and accessible. Registration and voting processes should be quick and efficient. No eligible 

resident should be denied access to the polls. 

 



 

Sweeney: I am highly supportive of public policy that is effective in getting more people educated about the 

issues, making sure that they have access to the voting booth and encouraging people to stand for public 

office and increase the public discourse about the issues we have facing us and the policies we should be 

pursuing.  

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to promote transparency, 

campaign finance reform, legislative rules reform, and access to voting. 

Ciccolo: Access to information is an essential component of government transparency. Consequently, 

over the past decade I have worked very hard to make information more accessible. In Hudson, where 

I served as the Assistant Town Administrator and Community Development Director for 20 years, we 

had a large Portuguese population. Through my efforts, we actively recruited and hired Portuguese 

speaking staff and translated some of our notices and information booklets to make the information 

more readily available to our residents. I also increased efforts to get information posted to the Web, 

back when web-site usage in government was limited. We were ahead of the curve creating 

government-sponsored Twitter and Facebook accounts and began putting information out through 

these social media outlets earlier than most municipalities. In Lexington, one goal of the Board of 

Selectmen that I have been advocating for is to expand access to municipal information for the public 

and to get more public input. Consequently, in this recent municipal budget, we funded the creation 

of a Public Information Officer position and will be hiring a person to fill that role come July 1, 2018. 

 

I believe we are in the midst of an important transition. With the increased tools of communication 

that we have at our disposal, such as email distribution lists, the web, and social media, there is a 

growing expectation on the part of the public that government should communicate more directly 

with those they serve. It is of paramount importance that we prepare for this shift in focus and use 

this opportunity to create a more engaged and participatory democracy. Practicing respectful active 

listening also helps us to develop better and more appropriate policies tailored to the needs of our 

constituencies. 

 

During the next few months I am rolling out a new software tool developed by recently graduated 

Boston University students. The tool is a simplified method for polling constituents to see how they 

feel about issues of importance to the district. It allows for better decision making and more 

participation. I believe we should be looking for innovative ways to engage the public and promote 

greater collaboration. 

 

Cohen: In my time at the State House I always made myself available to constituents and groups that 

wanted to either advocate a position or learn where the Representatives or Committee I worked for 

stood on an issue.  Legislators and staff must learn where constituents stand on issues, and then the 

legislator must make clear both what they stand for on the issue and why.  This is part of how I was 

able to draft successful and effective legislation at the State House. 

 

Stewart: As an appointed member of the BESE and as an elected member of the School Committee I 

complied with state ethics rules, campaign finance law, and with the Open Meeting Law. As a member 

of Progressive Democrats of Massachusetts and part of the leadership team I supported the working 

group’s efforts to reform campaign finance laws.  

 

2. If elected, would you support or oppose efforts to dilute the amount of power held by leadership in your 

respective branch of government? For example, would you support a rule change allowing committees to 

appoint their own chair, instead of leadership? 



 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Yes, I believe it is important to make the House a more representative body, and I would support this 

proposal.  With all the new legislators who will be joining this term, there is a chance for us to work together 

to push for reform along with likeminded incumbents.  From my time in the State House I believe that I am 

well suited to help lead such an effort, and I know of numerous legislators who might be willing to join this 

effort, as well.  It is a balancing act, however, as, if elected, my job would be to ensure the district’s needs are 

met.  Taking a hard line against a Speaker of the House would harm the ability of a Representative to do so. 

As in so much of politics, one must work to find common ground for change.  I have been effective in such 

efforts at the State House. 

 

Stewart: Support. 

 

Sweeney: There is substantial evidence that all legislatures, including the Commonwealth’s, have been less 

and less effective and every year we see less activity.  There needs to be substantive changes in the 

Commonwealth’s legislative body to redistribute legislative power and get more bills to the floor and have 

more votes on the record across a wide variety of issues.  I am not sure changing the rule about committees 

selecting their own chair does this, or not, and seems rather precise and obscure.  The real change is to get 

bills to the floor for on the record votes with vastly greater frequency. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to create a robust public financing system for state elections? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Such a system could have many advantages over the current one.  As a first-time candidate, without 

personal wealth, and without being part of the system, I do not have the advantages that candidates who 

have run before, are in the system, or have significant personal financial resources or donors do.  Public 

financing is a good way to help level the playing field and make government service more inclusive of all 

groups and members of society.  I know that my candidacy would benefit from such a system, but more 

importantly, it would make it easier for all first time candidates and those from less advantaged backgrounds 

to run for office.  This would be a major boost to democracy.  My central concern is how to pay for such a 

system, but if that can be worked out, without damaging other key needs of our Commonwealth, I would 

support these efforts. 

 

Stewart: Support. 

 

Sweeney: I need to consider this proposal more. 

 

4. Would you support or oppose reforms such as Election Day Registration and automatic voter registration? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I strongly support such efforts.  To this end we should also considering lowering the voting age to 16. 

As we have seen, many teenagers have been highly active in recent debates, particularly regarding gun 

control measures.  16 year old students have an active interest in the world and the ability to make informed 

voting decisions.  Expanding the voting franchise is a great way to strengthen democracy by increasing the 

number of people who can participate.  Voting at age 18 is difficult for many people as they are just beginning 

to make lives of their own and are not focused on voting.  Lowing the age to 16 might make it easier for many 

of them to vote, and if we can get people to vote early in life, they are likely to remain voters later in life, too. 

 



 

Stewart: Support.  Voting is a right. Voter registration should be made as easy as possible. Polls should be safe 

and accessible. Registration and voting processes should be quick and efficient. No eligible resident should be 

denied access to the polls.  

 

Sweeney: I support all efforts to get more voter participation and voter registration for people that have the 

right to vote in any given election and to reduce artificial barriers, especially barriers that are economic in 

nature. 

 

H. Transportation, Sustainable Infrastructure, and Environmental Protection 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Sustainable Infrastructure and Environmental 

Protection.  

Ciccolo: Massachusetts must be a national leader in combating climate change and promoting environmental 

sustainability. As Selectman, I've worked on local strategies to make Lexington greener and healthier. I’ve 

helped other communities that I’ve worked for win Leading by Example awards from the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts in the environmental arena by spearheading environmental planning and overseeing capital 

improvement projects for energy efficiency. I’ve also shepherded large scale solar projects through the 

process and made policy decisions guiding energy efficiency choices for a number of municipal buildings as 

both a staff person and an elected official. Whenever I am faced with a decision regarding energy efficiency, I 

always choose the most efficient option, even if that means paying more up front.  

 

In the Legislature, I will stand firm on the provisions of the Global Warming Solutions Act and push for better 

planning to ensure we can meet and exceed our targets. I will strongly advocate for important initiatives 

including raising the cap on solar net metering, retrofitting State facilities and switching our public vehicle 

fleet to energy-efficient vehicles. I will look for ways to hold energy companies accountable for plugging their 

leaking gas pipes to reduce this major source of methane pollution. I will push State agencies to help 

communities set net-zero energy consumption goals. I will oppose efforts to expand gas pipelines, especially 

those coming from fracking, or being built through pristine lands. I will promote State efforts to work with 

local communities to prepare for and adapt to the effects of climate change. Climate must be considered in 

everything that we do because it is the most pressing struggle we face. Getting it wrong is not an option for 

our planet and we owe it to our children and grandchildren to lead on this issue. 

 

Cohen: Without an inhabitable planet, other policies are meaningless.  A big part of protecting the 

environment is moving to alternative renewable energy sources.  These include wind farms, solar energy, and 

more.  The Commonwealth should invest in promising technologies.  High tech Massachusetts is ideally 

situated to be a leader in these areas.  Massachusetts must address issues with the MBTA (see below for 

more).  There are many people who want to use MBTA service, but there are no routes near them.  Expanding 

service will reduce the number of cars on the road.  We must also expand and improve bike lanes.  The 

Commonwealth should improve bike safety on state owned roads along the lines of what Boston has done, 

and I would work to secure funding for local communities to do the same.  This has many benefits: reduced 

pollution, reduced congestion from fewer cars, and improved public health. 

 

Stewart:  We cannot be silent about the real danger that climate change poses to our future and future 

generations. Climate science is real and it has zero support from Washington, so we need to be clear and 

strong in the Commonwealth. We need urgent action to rapidly address climate change. In 2008, MA had the 

good foresight to establish the Global Warming Solutions Act, reducing GHG by 25% by 2020; we’re off 

benchmark, but it’s not too late. We need to lift the Net Metering Caps and increase our Renewable Portfolio 

Standard to 3% so that we can stay on course. Keep fossil fuels in the ground, accelerate renewables, and 

quickly transition to 100% renewable energy. We need responsible policy to protect and sustain our 



 

environment and natural resources to ultimately achieve Net Zero carbon emissions and opportunities that 

support green policy in the ways we live, build, and move.  

 

Sweeney: I am 100% committed to Clean Energy.  I am 100% to preventing polluters for making more messes 

and finding innovative ways to clean up the messes we already have. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to protect the environment 

and expand access to public transportation. 

Ciccolo: Meaningful investments in transit and transportation infrastructure must be a priority for 

Massachusetts. Increased traffic congestion, outdated public transit, and crumbling roads and bridges 

make getting around the region an increasing challenge and can ultimately damage our economy. 

Since the transportation sector is a major consumer of carbon (soon to eclipse the building sector), we 

need to find ways to encourage the greening of our transportation system. 

 

While in Hudson, I served on the Metrowest Regional Transit Authority, and helped to lay the 

groundwork to create a shuttle to serve that community. While Chair of the MAGIC Subregion of 

MAPC (the 13 towns in the area north west of Boston), I initiated the first Suburban Mobility Study to 

evaluate how collaboration can make local shuttle buses more efficient to increase ridership and 

access to transit. I was an appointed member of GreenDOT, an initiative under Deval Patrick to green 

up the Mass. Department of Transportation. We advised on improving transit and bicycle and 

pedestrian mobility. As mentioned earlier, I also served on the Healthy Transportation Compact 

Advisory Committee which had some overlap with GreenDOT in its mission. 

 

As the initiator of statewide legislation that created the Complete Streets program which is currently 

expanding bicycle and pedestrian options across the Commonwealth, I will continue to focus on 

funding capital improvements to public transportation. We need to close the "last mile" transit gap 

that separates our homes and workplaces from convenient access to public transportation. Bicycling 

and walking options are a piece of this puzzle. We must focus on using data and technology to 

improve traffic flow, and we must make real investments in public transportation infrastructure. We 

must prepare for the inevitable disruptive changes that new technologies and autonomous vehicles 

will bring so that we can harness the opportunities that they present for real improvements to our 

transportation systems. 

 

Cohen: We are active supporters of charitable environmental causes.  Our house also runs on solar 

power.  I hope to have the opportunity to work on these issues as a top priority of mine at the State 

House. 

 

Stewart: We are less than ½ a mile from the bike path and are frequent users of it for recreation and 

to run errands. Our family has conscientiously reduced our carbon footprint over the years via 

recycling efforts, installing a NEST system for heating our home, reusable shopping bags, and less 

consumption overall. We have taken advantage of energy audits for our home. We participate in the 

Town’s recycling program and compost our kitchen scraps for compost to use in our small vegetable 

garden and for our fruit trees and berry bushes. We eat less meat. We are fortunate to live within a 

mile of Wilson Farm, Trader Joe’s, Walgreen’s, Prime (butcher), dentist, tailor, liquor store, and our 

local bank, so we frequently walk and seldom drive to shop or run errands there.  

 

2. Would you support or oppose efforts to increase equitable access to solar power by removing caps on solar 

generation and restoring compensation for low-income and community solar? 



 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I strongly support such measures.  One of the reasons that we were able to put solar panels on our 

house was that Massachusetts helped offset the cost.  This type of program is critical to expanding access to 

solar energy as few people or families can afford to install them without assistance.  I also strongly support 

efforts to build community solar farms.  I would like to see all government buildings across Massachusetts, at 

the state and local levels, powered by alternative energy.  More generally I would strongly support legislation 

that makes it easier for communities to launch their own utilities, as, for example, Belmont has done.  This 

will provide communities with additional flexibility in implementing alternative energy options. 

 

Stewart: Support. Solar is the low-hanging fruit toward 100% renewable energy. One way MA can contribute 

is through technological innovation -- we need to find a way to make the incentives work. The tension that 

exists between the renewable energy industry and the power companies means we have outgrown the 

current subsidized model. 

 

Sweeney: Yes.  Any cap on solar generation should be removed. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to put a fee on carbon emissions? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: A well-designed fee on carbon emissions would be a very powerful tool to help the environment.  I am 

always skeptical of flat taxes and fees as the burden is then heaviest on the lowest income populations, and in 

this case, small local businesses.  If the fee can be carefully designed and targeted to avoid this, and I believe it 

can be, then I would strongly support it.  Careful thought would have to be given to what is subject to the fee 

(e.g. cars, home heating oil or gas, and anything else).  There does appear to be good evidence that fees on 

carbon emissions alter behavior, and might even lead to the further development of additional alternative 

energy options.  Therefore, this is something the Commonwealth should implement. 

 

Stewart: Support. A carbon tax is an interim step to achieving our long-term energy goals. Whether it’s a fee 

or a dividend, it’s important that we provide an indication that that’s where the price is going to be because it 

gets us running on clean energy and also will be an indicator to the market that it’s time to invest in 

renewables. But, more that that, I think this is a place for technological and innovative partnerships because 

the economic interest in the research will help us develop long-term electricity storage, so that we can store 

and use later the electricity we’re making in solar and wind power. We need to move reasonable green energy 

policy forward because it’s not only good for our environment, but for our economy and public health.  

 

Sweeney: Support.  A form of Cap and Trade should be put back on the agenda. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose using some of the revenue from such a fee to invest in green 

Infrastructure? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Yes, if such a fee is enacted, it would make sense to earmark some of the money for green 

infrastructure building programs. 

 

Stewart: Support  

 

Sweeney: Support.  It should also be used to clean up the pollution itself.  



 

 

4. Would you support or oppose finding progressive revenue sources to fund the maintenance, expansion, and 

improvement of the MBTA and the RTAs? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I would strongly support such efforts.  The burden of fees and taxes should never be placed on those 

least able to afford them.  We must always help those in need.  I prefer an initial expenditure by the 

Commonwealth, which will partly be offset by lower infrastructure repair and expansion expenses and 

increased productivity over time. 

 

Stewart: Support 

 

Sweeney: Support.  Start by absorbing the debt which is preventing any meaningful initiatives from getting off 

of the ground and restructuring the transit authorities.  

 

5. Would you support or oppose fare increases for MBTA riders? 

Ciccolo: Oppose 

 

Cohen: I am not in favor of raising fares.  Such a move will only decrease ridership, and it will end up harming 

lower-income residents who rely on the MBTA.  Obviously, over time, with inflation, rates will need to go up. 

Now is not that time.  Further, the current proposals to pay off the MBTA’s debt do not make sense.  There 

are suggestions to reduce service or increase fares.  This is a very bad business model.  Reducing quality and 

raising prices will not lead to a long-term solution and will further decrease ridership, thus increasing debt. 

Equally troubling are proposals to cut pensions for workers who have spent their lives working at the MBTA. 

The only long-term solution is an initial outlay of money to expand services and routes.  This includes the 

“Last Mile” program and other efforts to get more people to ride the MBTA, thereby increasing revenue. 

 

Stewart: Oppose 

 

Sweeney: I have to see the numbers.  I suspect the rates are linked to the debt that I already have stated 

needs to be absorbed so that a meaningful restructuring of the transit authorities can happen.   But to be very 

clear, if properly done the public policy goal should be no-fare public transportation. 

 

6. In 2017, the MBTA partnered with Uber and Lyft to provide low cost, on-demand rides to anyone eligible for 

The Ride paratransit services, but this program has since expired. Would you support or oppose renewing 

services such as this? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I support the renewal of this program.  This is a cost-effective way to expand access to services, which 

will in turn expand MBTA ridership. 

 

Stewart: Support 

 

Sweeney: Oppose.  I have no interest in making Uber of Lyft shareholders richer on the public dime.  If the 

transit authorities need to be offering provide low cost, on-demand rides to anyone eligible for The Ride 

paratransit services then let’s get that done instead. 

 



 

7. In 2015, the MA Legislature, urged by Governor Baker, voted to waive the so-called Pacheco Law for the 

MBTA. The Pacheco Law contains strong safeguards to ensure that state services are not privatized when 

doing so would harm workers and state revenue. Do you support or oppose reinstating the Pacheco Law? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I strongly support reinstating the Pacheco Law.  It should not be waived, as it is one of the most 

important duties of the Legislature to defend the rights of workers. 

 

Stewart: Support 

 

Sweeney: I need to dig deeper into this before I can really assert the value of the Pacheco Law.  But to be clear 

– I am extremely wary of “privatization” efforts that turn into things like our for-profit prison systems and 

charter schools where the public gets fleeced. 

 

Additional Comments 

Please use this space to add any additional comments you want to communicate to voters in the Woburn Welcomes 

community. 

Ciccolo: One thing I have not yet touched on includes my experience working on the issues of seniors. At a time when 

our population demographics are shifting toward an increasing number of people in the senior category, it is essential 

that we prepare for baby-boomer retirement and the needs of our seniors. Over the course of my career, I have been 

directly responsible for shepherding three senior/community centers into existence. In Hudson, I oversaw the entire 

creation of the Hudson Senior Center, obtaining the funding, hiring the architect, managing the project, and working 

with the Council on Aging to develop its programming. In Lexington, I chaired the Community Center Advisory 

Committee which was responsible for overseeing the renovation, construction, and programming of a new 

inter-generation facility which replaced our antiquated senior center facility. As a consultant, I wrote the grant that 

obtained the Town of Clinton nearly a million dollars in funding for its new Community Center renovation project. My 

work in this arena has helped me develop a sensitivity to a wide range of seniors’ issues from social and emotional 

wellness, to nutrition, age-appropriate building design, healthy community design, and more. 

 

Finally, I would like to note that because of my effective leadership and the positive outcomes of my projects, I have 

been the direct recipient of numerous awards. Awards I have received personally include, the Good Scout Award for 

Community Leadership from the Knox Trail Council, the Argeo R. Cellucci Award for Leadership from the Assabet 

Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce; the Community Leadership Award from the Metrowest Collaborative 

Development (housing non-profit organization); and the Mayor Theodore Mann Regional Leadership Award from the 

Metropolitan Area Planning Council. Further, for projects I directly oversaw, the Town of Hudson won the Leading By 

Example environmental award from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA), and the American Planning 

Association, MA Chapter awarded Hudson a Comprehensive Planning Award for its Master Plan. As a policy leader 

supporting the direction and efforts of our Sustainable Lexington and Energy Efficiency committees and our Facilities 

Department, the Town of Lexington won the Leading by Example environmental ward from EOEA. I mention all of 

these awards because I think it is an important distinction to demonstrate that I am a leader who can get things done, 

and I am recognized by my peers for the accomplishments I spearhead. At the end of the day, the people of the 

Middlesex 15th District need a legislator who knows how to be effective. 

 

I would be honored to receive the support of Woburn Welcomes and its members. Please do not hesitate to inquire 

further into my background or positions. I look forward to meeting with you personally. 

 

Cohen: I believe that my experience, goals, and commitments make me the candidate who will best be able to protect 

the progress the Commonwealth has made and work successfully to realize our shared goals.  As mentioned, I am the 



 

only candidate with experience at the State House.  I have many friends among the legislators and the staff, I have in 

depth firsthand knowledge of the legislative process, and I have a proven track record of passing major legislation.  I 

have the experience necessary to be an effective advocate for our district and our shared priorities from day one.  

I am running for office in part because I believe that while the Commonwealth is a leader in good government and a 

great place to live, there is more we need to do.  I have a strong sense of what we need to accomplish.  Despite being 

one of the last to declare my candidacy, I was the first to offer a platform.  If elected, I would put my experience and 

vision to use and focus on the creation of effective policy.  

I hope that you will be interested in my candidacy, and I hope that you will visit my website: 

www.cohenforstaterep.com to learn more.  I believe a major part of my job is to learn from constituents, and I am 

always happy to meet with people to hear their concerns.  Please contact me if you have any questions or would like 

to suggest any issues or solutions I should consider!  Thank you! 

 

Stewart: Thank you for the opportunity to complete this questionnaire and for your consideration of my candidacy for 

Woburn Welcomes’ endorsement. 

 

Sweeney: Folks, I am a Progressive thinker and a very practical person when it comes to getting the job done.   I have 

very good understanding of business and economics as well as an understanding of the legislative process.  I know 

that the policy goals we share can be achieved and I know how to get it done.  If there are issues here where if you 

were the person filling out this questionnaire you would have answered differently then let’s have that conversation. 

I guarantee we will come to an understanding because I know for sure we are committed to the same goals.  We just 

need to make sure that the path we are choosing to get there is the one that will get enacted by the legislature while 

at the same time ensuring we are hitting the mark.  Thank you for letting me communicate to you my stand on these 

critical issues and let’s also talk about the issues not covered here so that we can have the absolute best 

representation of the people of the 15th Middlesex District. 

http://www.cohenforstaterep.com/

