
 

Woburn Welcomes - Statewide Office Questionnaire 

 

The following questionnaire was sent to all declared candidates in each election we are following. The questionnaire is 

based in large part on that of our parent organization, Progressive Massachusetts. Questions are generally support/do 

not support, but candidates were encouraged to expand on their answers if they felt they had additional experience, 

views, or plans that they wanted to put forward. Answers have been formatted and a few typos have been corrected, 

but otherwise the answers are unchanged from those submitted by the campaigns. 

 

These answers will be part of the process Woburn Welcomes members will use to determine whether we will endorse a 

candidate in this race. We are also making them public so that our wider community and use them to inform their own 

voting decisions. All candidates were made aware that the questionnaires would be public before they filled them out. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CANDIDATE: Darryn Remillard, Woburn 

PARTY: Democratic 

POSITION: State Representative 

DISTRICT: 30th Middlesex 

 

A. About the Candidate 

1. Why are you running for office?  

I’m running for State Representative because I believe that we need bold leadership on Beacon Hill that is 

fearless and ready to fight for a better democracy, thriving communities and healthy families. 

 

2. What will your top 3 priorities be if elected? 

Broadly speaking (since committee assignments determine where you end up focusing a significant amount of 

your mental/political/legislative energy) I would like to focus on: 

 

a. Tax fairness (adopting a comprehensive, graduated, progressive income tax as well; increasing the 

state capital gains tax; imposing a state-level annual, vacant/luxury property tax similar to what has 

been done in Vancouver; unveil a revenue-positive carbon pricing system). 

 

b. Economic justice (heavily-subsidized higher education, creating a prototype for universal 

infant/toddler-care, establishing a state-level student loan debt relief program modeled on similar 

programs in Maryland and Minnesota, and single payer/universal healthcare). 

 

c. Social justice (passing The Safe Communities Act, enacting additional firearms safety legislation that 

would curb handgun violence and reduced the volume of handguns in our state. 

 

The issue of tax fairness is an enormous challenge that will require tremendous political (and 

activist) investment. I am convinced that it is THE linchpin issue that we have to address if we 

are to be realize the myriad social and economic progressive policy ambitions that many of us 

hope to see transpire over the next generation. 

 



 

 

3. What in your past experience prepares you to serve in this capacity? 

As the late State Representative Peter Kocot (a progressive Democrat) said, “...There’s no black book [about] 

how to be a state representative.” I believe that a state representative needs to be possess high-level, 

executive decision making/critical reasoning skills AND have significant emotional intelligence. I think that my 

professional experience (veterinarian, scientist, business management undergraduate major, my 8 years of 

Marine Corps service) and personal experience (a foster child raised by an African-American foster mother, 

growing up poor, being a husband to a physician wife, being a Dad) have prepared me for the demands of 

serving as our next state representative. 

 

B. 2018 Ballot Questions 

1. Do you support or oppose the Fair Share Amendment, a proposal to fund transportation and public education 

through an additional 4% tax on incomes over 1 million dollars? 

I unequivocally and enthusiastically support the passage of The Fair Share Amendment. The real work comes 

after we pass The Fair Share Amendment. 

 

2. In 2016, Massachusetts passed legislation to prevent discrimination against transgender individuals in public 

accommodations. Would you support or oppose the 2018 ballot question to repeal this law? 

I oppose this 2018 ballot question- emphasis added. 
 

3. Do you support or oppose the Paid Family Leave proposal, which would guarantee workers in the 

Commonwealth up to 12 weeks of 80% pay in the event of birth, adoption, illness, or other family health issues, 

and which would create a system to fund said pay? 

I unequivocally and enthusiastically support the passage of Paid Family Leave. 

 

4. Do you support or oppose raising the minimum wage in the Commonwealth to $15/hour over four years? 

I enthusiastically support. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose making the tipped minimum wage equal to that of the regular minimum 

wage? 

Support. 

 

b. Do you support or oppose indexing the minimum wage to inflation? 

Support. 

 

5. Do you support or oppose the Patient Safety Act, which would set clear limits for numbers of patients assigned 

to nurses in Commonwealth healthcare facilities? 

Support. 

 

6. Do you support or oppose the rollback of the state sales tax, and a permanent sales tax holiday? 

I oppose the rollback of the state sales tax, and the establishment of a permanent sales tax holiday. Each time 

we’ve had a sales tax holiday it results in approximately $30 million of lost tax revenue. That’s $30 million that 

doesn’t get spent on guaranteed breakfast and lunch for poor kids when they’re at school. 

 

C. Issues of local importance 

1. Would you support or oppose legislation to hold businesses responsible for the wage violations of their 

subcontractors when the work they do is substantially connected to the company's operations? 

Support. 



 

 

2. Would you support or oppose legislation to increase funding for affordable housing production (especially 

low-income housing units) and the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program? 

Support. 

 

The state-level annual property tax on luxury/vacant property that I alluded to above would create a new 

source of tax revenue that would be used to fund the construction of more NON-MARKET (emphasis added) 

low and moderate income housing. We need a taxation mechanism that is able to capture gains from real 

estate market speculation/rent-seeking activity that has driven Boston and Greater Boston real estate values 

to unsustainably high levels. Such a tax would achieve 3 important aims: create a countervailing regulatory 

mechanism to discourage real estate investment/speculation; increase the supply of housing in Boston and 

beyond (which is often left vacant for extended periods of time); and it would create a new tax revenue 

source that would be paid for by wealthy real estate investors that deliver very little real value to our 

economy. 

 

3. The City of Woburn lacks enough opportunities for low-income families and seniors to find adequate housing. 

What would you do to help Woburn remedy this problem if elected? 

This is a chronic and vexing issue that will take time to remedy. The Woburn 2016 Housing Production Report 

makes clear that rental rates in Woburn are much higher than surrounding communities. Woburn is a 

desirable, transit-oriented community but we haven’t kept pace with housing demand. With respect to 

funding more low and moderate income housing please see my answer above. 

 

I want to take a moment to talk about the future development that will take place in Woburn: 

the Commerce Way Overlay District is a piece of real estate that is the size of Back Bay. This 

area is located in close proximity to the MBTA Commuter Rail line. I plan on exerting sustained 

pressure on city officials to ensure that the development that takes place here has community 

buy-in that results in transit-oriented development which incorporates market-rate housing 

development, affordable housing development AND low and moderate income housing 

development. 

 

4. In the 2016 elections, voters in the Commonwealth approved a measure to legalize recreational marijuana. 

However, the State Legislature’s revision of the ballot question gave local governments additional power to ban 

recreational marijuana retail from their jurisdictions. Do you support or oppose this decision? 

I voted for the ballot measure that legalized recreational marijuana, and was deeply disappointed with the 

extent of subsequent state legislature revisions. To some degree this was predictable and is symptomatic of 

deeper underlying problems with our state legislature (institutionally speaking): our state legislature have 

increasingly abdicated responsibility to enact legislation after voters have submitted successful act on ballot 

petitions (thereby necessitating ballot referenda). This isn’t how our democratic legislative process is 

supposed to work. 

 

With respect to localities being allowed to impose marijuana retail bans I’m somewhat ambivalent. We’ve 

achieved our goal of decriminalizing marijuana and allowing for legal retail of recreational marijuana. I think 

that communities that have opted to ban the retail of recreational marijuana are losing out on much-needed 

tax revenue, but local statutes can be changed through sustained local activism and by voting. 

 

 

 



 

5. Would you support or oppose legislation to foster and develop employee ownership of businesses in 

Massachusetts and encourage the formation of cooperatives and/or benefit corporations? 

Support. We’re spending hundreds of millions of dollars to attract corporations to Massachusetts when we 

should be spending that money to support small, family-owned/employee-owned and cooperatively owned 

businesses. At the bare minimum we should have a requirement that if we’re spending spending public 

money to attract businesses like GE and Amazon we should also be spending money to support locally-owned 

and operated businesses. 

 

6. The Trump administration has discussed, proposed, or carried out a wide array of cuts to social safety-net 

programs such as Medicare and Medicaid, Social Security, SNAP, and CHIP. Do you believe the Commonwealth 

has the responsibility to mitigate cuts to these programs, and what kinds of reforms should we discuss in order 

to do so? 

As my political mentor Dan Wolf is fond of saying- Massachusetts is one of “the wealthiest states in the 

wealthiest country in the history of the world.” Not only do we have an obligation to pick up the slack when 

our federal government neglects its obligations, but we should go further and enact state-level policy that 

expands the scale and scope of social safety net programs. 

 

D. Education 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding public education. What value does public education 

have in improving our economy as well as in addressing matters of economic justice? How can we close 

persistent achievement gaps? What measures should the Commonwealth take on these issues? 

Education is a right and public good that belongs in the “public commons”. To me this means that education is 

a right for every person- lifelong educational opportunities should be available to all of us. I believe that a 

well-funded, well-supported public education system is best able to achieve this. I also believe that our public 

education system is a core pillar in our democracy and I am naturally suspicious of any attempt to undermine 

our public education system. 

 

The role of our education system (especially public education) is to prepare us for the life-long work of being 

citizens in our democracy. Ensuring that every person in our society receives a high-quality, public education is 

simply the right thing to do regardless of what type of work they end up doing at some point later in life. With 

this said, however, the evidence is strong that better educated states (and societies) are more creative, 

productive and economically thriving. 

 

We must update our Chapter 70 funding formula to ensure that every child receives the same high level, 

per-pupil funding. We also need to treat our METCO program like the important tool that it is and 

dramatically increase funding for METCO: we will not cure racial and economic inequality through a 

well-funded and equitable public education system, but we will communicate to our children that we value all 

of them. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

public education. 

 

2. How would you address persistent racial and economic achievement gaps in education? 

See my answer to Q3 below. 

 

 

 



 

3. Would you support or oppose creating universal, free Pre-K, accessible to any resident of Massachusetts, 

integrated into the public school system? 

Support- emphasis added. We must also include infant and toddler care into this system. Education is a 

life-long journey, and creating a system where infant and toddler care is highly-subsidized, high-quality and 

readily readily accessible is one of my most important policy aspirations. We can begin to open up social and 

economic mobility for more women (particularly women of color and poorer women) by allowing for 

increased participation in our labor force. We have ample evidence that when women are empowered 

(economically, socially and politically) they and their families thrive. 

 

4. Do you support or oppose the use of high-stakes testing for such things as student promotion, high school 

graduation, teacher evaluation, and the evaluation of schools and districts? 

Oppose. I believe that we should eliminate high-stakes, standardized testing. These are non-evidence based 

tests that have never been shown to have any kind of demonstrable positive effect of student performance, 

teacher performance or improvement in education spending. I believe that the real goal of high-stakes 

standardized testing is to continuously limit the amount of spending on public education- especially in poorer 

communities and more racially diverse communities. 

 

5. Would you support or oppose changes to the Chapter 70 Education formula, including the Foundation Budget, 

to incorporate proper state funding for ELL students, Special Education students, transportation costs, charter 

school reimbursements to sending schools, and class size reduction? 

Support. 

 

6. In November 2016, Massachusetts voters overwhelmingly rejected a ballot initiative to lift the cap on charter 

schools given the millions of dollars it would have siphoned away from public schools. How did you vote on this 

question, and why? 

I voted NO. I do not support the expansion of charter schools. I believe that we need a serious discussion 

about scaling back the scale of charter schools. It is worth pointing out that Governor Baker got his start in 

politics at The Pioneer Institute, an extremist right-wing, libertarian “think tank” that is part of the Koch 

Brothers “State Policy Network”. The entire debate around charter schools here in Massachusetts has been 

framed and controlled by this one particular “think tank”, and it is time for us to re-claim public ownership of 

this debate. 

 

a. Would you support or oppose keeping the cap on charter schools? 

Support. I would support decreasing the cap on charter schools. 

 

b. Would you support or oppose legislation to bring greater accountability and transparency to charter 

schools, such as by requiring them to adhere to the same disclosure and disciplinary standards as public 

school districts? 

Support. 

 

7. Would you support or oppose legislation to grant in-state tuition and financial aid to undocumented students? 

Support. 

 

8. Would you support or oppose making tuition free at public colleges and universities? 

Support. I object to the use of the word “free” when talking about my vision for education. It creates the 

conditions for pointless rhetoric. As I noted above: I believe that education is a right for everyone, and 

education is a public good that belongs squarely in the public commons. This means that there is a real cost, 



 

and I intend to continuously emphasize that the cost of a good society is paid through taxes and that we 

should all be proud of this. 

 

E. Health Care 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding health care insurance, delivery, and outcomes. 

Healthcare is a public good and a right. We do not talk about “public goods” as much as we should. So much 

of what I’m fighting for goes back to re-asserting our democratic claim over public goods (“the public 

commons”). Healthcare, housing, adequate nutrition, education, clean water, a habitable planet/clean 

environment, reproductive justice, racial justice and equality are all public goods that every individual is 

entitled to and should NOT be deprived of because someone else is trying to profit off of that access. 

 

The idea that healthcare is a right isn’t a radical, left-wing idea, but rather something that I came to accept 

from having enjoyed single-payer, universal-healthcare while I was an active-duty U.S. Marine for 8 years. 

Everyone around me paid a modest, consistent monthly fee that was predictable and in exchange we received 

the healthcare when we needed it without obscure deductibles, co-pays, etc. There are 4 Democrats running 

for this state representative seat, and 2 of them “aren’t there, yet” when it comes to ensuring that all of us 

have healthcare guaranteed to us a right. I am unequivocally “there” and I’ve been “there” since 2000. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

health care (legislation, community work, published writings, etc.). 

 

2. Would you support or oppose legislation to enact a single payer health care system in Massachusetts? 

Unequivocally support. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to guarantee women access to abortion care without dangerous delay, 

isolation, and obstruction? 

Unequivocally support. 

 

4. Do you support or oppose legislation to guarantee access to birth control without copay? 

Unequivocally support. 

 

5. The opioid crisis is hitting communities in our area hard. What steps would you pursue to treat those afflicted by 

addiction and to help address the causes of this epidemic? 

Establish a publicly-funded addiction/mental healthcare treatment center at the largely defunct North Adams 

Regional Hospital which was abruptly closed in 2014 because it wasn’t profitable enough (only in American do 

we close community hospitals because they “aren’t profitable”). 

 

a. Do you support or oppose Governor Baker’s proposal allowing police and health care workers to 

involuntarily hospitalize high-risk opioid users for up to 72 hours at treatment facilities? 

I do not support the 72 hour involuntary hold for opiate overdoses. The medical evidence strongly 

suggests that holding people for 72 hours without long-term treatment significantly increases their 

risk of death due to re-use of opiates shortly after their release. 

 

b. Do you support or oppose the creation of clean injection sites in areas most affected by the crisis? 

Support. 

 

F. Racial and Social Justice 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Racial and Social Justice. 



 

We live in a political system that has been shaped by systemic, racialized injustice as well as misogyny. We all 

have a responsibility to recognize these realities and commit ourselves to the life-long work of helping to 

correct these injustices. 

 

Having grown up in an African-American foster home prior to being adopted I have my own experience with 

this reality. Growing up in Prince George’s County, Maryland I had a largely black upbringing. I attended an 

AME church next door to the foster home where I grew up. As traumatic as my foster care years were (there 

was a lot of physical abuse that we all were subjected to) I know that institutional racism and implicit bias are 

very real. It is not lost on me that few (if any) of my black foster siblings went on to become veterinarians and 

run for a state-level public office. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to combat racism, Islamophobia, 

xenophobia, homophobia, transphobia, and other attempts to marginalize disadvantaged groups. 

As many people know I was (and continue to be) proud to be a part of Woburn Welcomes and our 

effort to foster a healthy debate about the positive role that our undocumented neighbors, friends 

and family play in our community. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose measures such as the Safe Communities Act, which would prohibit use of state 

resources for mass deportations or deportation raids, limit local and state police collaboration with federal 

immigration agents, and prohibit state support for a Muslim registry? 

Support- emphasis added. I fully anticipate heated feedback for my stance on this issue. Since I have actually 

lived in Mexico while growing up (during the mid-1980s) prior to the passage of NAFTA and the geopolitical 

changes that resulted in mass movement of people I believe that I can speak about the need for the Safe 

Communities Act very effectively. Importantly: it is the job of our U.S. Congress to fix our broken immigration 

system. The Safe Communities Act- at its core, serves to clarify the lines of responsibility between local and 

state law enforcement and federal law enforcement. It ensures that local and state tax dollars are not used to 

enforce federal immigration policy when we have federal agencies that are federally funded to this work. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose the Safe Driving Act, which would remove immigration status as a barrier to 

applying for a license or learner’s permit? 

Support. 

 

4. Our neighboring states of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Vermont ban the use of harmful conversion therapy 

practices for LGBTQ+ minors. Do you support or oppose banning the use of conversion therapy in 

Massachusetts? 

Support- we should be ashamed that we haven’t already banned this. 

 

5. Sometime in early April, the legislature is expected to vote on sweeping Criminal Justice Reform legislation 

which would, among other things, remove mandatory minimum sentences for most offenses involving drug 

possession or distribution; reduces parole and probation fees; raises the monetary threshhold for felonies to 

$1,200 from $250; reforms the imposition of bail; creates mechanisms for diversion of low-level drug offenses to 

treatment or restorative justice options; and limits or abolishes the use of solitary confinement for many 

prisoners. Do you support or oppose this legislation? 

Support. 

 

a. What, if any, additional reforms would you like to see added to this legislation in the future? 

I would like to see the complete elimination of mandatory minimum sentencing, robust funding for 

our jury system (most criminal cases are settled through plea bargaining rather than trials by jury 



 

where cases are heard by a judge and a jury of one’s peers). The near extinction of our jury trial justice 

system should a be a cause for alarm for anyone who says they want a better criminal justice system 

that helps us to achieve a better world with less crime. 

 

6. Do you support or oppose the establishment of an independent review board for police shootings in the 

Commonwealth?  

Commonwealth? Support. These review boards should have broad purview such that any case of excessive 

force can be subjected to independent review. I have family members and friends who are law enforcement 

officers, and the charge that civilian oversight review boards are “anti-police” is wrong. Citizens need to have 

a high-level of faith in their law enforcement officers, but more importantly the institution of policing itself. 

 

7. Since 2016, in response to Black Lives Matter activists’ illumination of criminal justice system abuses, 

conservatives have pushed a myth of a “war on cops.” States such as Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, and Kentucky 

have advanced "Blue Lives Matter" legislation, making law enforcement a protected class under hate crime 

statutes. In November 2017, the MA Legislature followed suit, creating a new “super-penalty” and mandatory 

minimum for assaulting a police officer. Would you support or oppose such policies, which would 

disproportionately punish minority communities and contribute to an overly carceral state? 

 

Oppose. It is already a crime to assault someone. 

 

I would like to take a brief moment to speak to the topic of service. Police officers, firefighters, military service 

members and countless other groups of people engage in demanding and dangerous public service. These 

people are our fellow citizens who stand ready to put themselves in grave danger for our collective benefit, 

but we need to be clear that these individuals serve all of us, and not the other way around. In exchange we 

should provide generous pay and benefits, allow these individuals to organize and collectively bargain, etc. I 

am wary of the insinuation that people who commit themselves to demanding and dangerous public service 

are somehow “better” citizens than the rest of us and deserve their own “special” legal protections. In our 

democracy it should be a crime to assault anyone, and the punishment for that crime should be fair and 

uniform. 

 

G. Good Government/Strong Democracy 

1. Please share your personal values and principles on strengthening democracy and creating government that 

works for all of us. 

I believe that our democracy is in peril at all levels of government. The first (and most important) pillar of my 

campaign is to fight for a better democracy. This should not be a partisan goal, and here in Massachusetts (a 

Democratic super-majority state) we have our own unique flavor of undemocratic tendencies that rival those 

of state legislatures controlled by Republicans. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to promote transparency, 

campaign finance reform, legislative rules reform, and access to voting. 

No significant opportunities to date. I’ve communicated with state activists who are working to get 

Ranked-Choice Voting passed here in Massachusetts. I support their efforts and if I’m elected I will 

actively support a ballot petition (and/or referendum) to get RCV passed here in Massachusetts. 

 

2. If elected, would you support or oppose efforts to dilute the amount of power held by leadership in your 

respective branch of government? For example, would you support a rule change allowing committees to 

appoint their own chair, instead of leadership? 



 

If elected I will not support Speaker DeLeo’s bid for another term as house speaker. As House Speaker, Mr. 

DeLeo has played a critical role in helping to foster a toxic and undemocratic atmosphere in our state house 

and he deserves to be removed from power. He has a leadership team that has been complicit in helping to 

create this environment- they, too, must be removed from any leadership positions. 

 

I support rules changes that ensure term limits for leadership positions, committee autonomy and a far more 

open and transparent budget review process that allows for ample public input. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to create a robust public financing system for state elections? 

Enthusiastically support. We had a publicly-financed campaign system in place previously (this bill was 

authored by Sen. Jamie Eldridge when he was a state representative). An important learning experience from 

that was that we have to create a more tamper-proof system for publicly-financed campaigns. One novel idea 

being pioneered in Seattle is to give every voter a voucher for x amount of dollars and they get to choose who 

to donate money to. Such a system might push us towards a far more vibrant democracy with political 

candidates engaging in more grassroots politicking in order to win the support (financial and voting support) 

of their prospective constituents. 

 

4. Would you support or oppose reforms such as Election Day Registration and automatic voter registration? 

Enthusiastically support. 

 

H. Transportation, Sustainable Infrastructure, and Environmental Protection 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Sustainable Infrastructure and Environmental 

Protection.  

I believe that climate change is the existential threat to our planet and species. It is clear to me that far too 

many don’t understand the magnitude and totality of what climate change represents. I am absolutely 

committed to systems-based policy that helps to address/adapt to climate change while also dealing with 

other political/social challenges like poverty, inequality, racism and misogyny. 

 

I readily acknowledge the deteriorating state of our roads, bridges, energy and water infrastructure. These 

problems are predictable consequences of Massachusetts voters having voted FOR a cut to the state income 

tax rate back in 2000. We have never been able to replace this lost tax revenue, and the long-term policy 

outcome has been a decrease in local aid and infrastructure neglect and decay. The good news is that all of 

this is fixable. The challenge ahead is having sustained debate about a fair tax system (a graduated, 

progressive tax system rather than the regressive tax system currently in place), and what our transportation 

infrastructure priorities should be. I believe that we are heading into a future where we will need to have less 

rather than more cars on the road, and this will necessitate a host of debates about sustainable development 

and the opportunity costs of spending too much money on roads. 

 

I support the full electrification of our public transit system. Buses, commuter rail trains, subways trains- we 

can electrify all of these right now. My goal for Woburn and Reading is that we have fully-electrified 

commuter rail trains that run on a more frequent schedule and that are very affordable. Governor Baker 

contracted with CRRC (the Chinese Railroad Corporation) to construct a regional assembly plant in Springfield, 

MA. CRRC manufacturers EMU trains (electric-multiple unit trains) that are much faster and have far less 

expensive life-cycle maintenance costs than our current diesel trains. I also envision fully-electric MBTA 

buses that run on a more frequent schedule that have dedicated lanes during peak transit times. Lastly: I 

support the creation of state-funded “Municipal Broadband and Smartgrid Development Fund” that could be 

used to create municipal broadband internet, public electric vehicle charging points as well as other local 

renewable energy initiatives. 



 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to protect the environment and 

expand access to public transportation. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose efforts to increase equitable access to solar power by removing caps on solar 

generation and restoring compensation for low-income and community solar? 

Support. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to put a fee on carbon emissions? 

Support- emphasis added. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose using some of the revenue from such a fee to invest in green Infrastructure? 

Washington state’s experiment with enacting a revenue-neutral carbon-pricing scheme was a public 

relations/communications disaster. Several prominent conservatives attempted to co-opt the 

carbon-pricing movement by demanding a revenue-neutral scheme. I support= an equitable, 

revenue-positive carbon pricing scheme. 

 

4. Would you support or oppose finding progressive revenue sources to fund the maintenance, expansion, and 

improvement of the MBTA and the RTAs? 

Support. The Fair Share Amendment will help to begin to address our chronically underfunded public transit 

system. 

 

5. Would you support or oppose fare increases for MBTA riders? 

Oppose. 

 

6. In 2017, the MBTA partnered with Uber and Lyft to provide low cost, on-demand rides to anyone eligible for The 

Ride paratransit services, but this program has since expired. Would you support or oppose renewing services 

such as this? 

Oppose- emphasis added. 

 

7. In 2015, the MA Legislature, urged by Governor Baker, voted to waive the so-called Pacheco Law for the MBTA. 

The Pacheco Law contains strong safeguards to ensure that state services are not privatized when doing so 

would harm workers and state revenue. Do you support or oppose reinstating the Pacheco Law? 

Support. 

 

Additional Comments 

Please use this space to add any additional comments you want to communicate to voters in the Woburn Welcomes 

community. 

This questionnaire is fairly exhaustive but I would look forward to the opportunity to answer any other questions that 

members of Woburn welcomes might have. 


