
 

Woburn Welcomes - Statewide Office Questionnaire 

 

The following questionnaire was sent to all declared candidates in each election we are following. The questionnaire is 

based in large part on that of our parent organization, Progressive Massachusetts. Questions are generally support/do 

not support, but candidates were encouraged to expand on their answers if they felt they had additional experience, 

views, or plans that they wanted to put forward. Answers have been formatted and a few typos have been corrected, 

but otherwise the answers are unchanged from those submitted by the campaigns. 

 

These answers will be part of the process Woburn Welcomes members will use to determine whether we will endorse a 

candidate in this race. We are also making them public so that our wider community and use them to inform their own 

voting decisions. All candidates were made aware that the questionnaires would be public before they filled them out. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CANDIDATE: Mary Ann Stewart, Lexington 

PARTY: Democratic 

POSITION: State Representative 

DISTRICT: 15th Middlesex 

 

A. About the Candidate 

1. Why are you running for office?  

Why are you running for office? I’m running for State Representative because I’m dedicated to our shared 

values of fairness, opportunity, and equality for all. The causes Jay Kaufman has championed, and the issues 

we face in the district and beyond, still need a courageous leader who isn’t afraid to speak up and make 

change. My experience speaking up on behalf of my children, my community, and my values are some of what 

I will bring to the State House. I came up through the school Site Council and the PTA. Running for State Rep is 

not the next step in my career; this is about expanding my call to service to improve the lives of working 

people in the district and across the Commonwealth. Serving as our next State Representative will allow me 

to further extend my leadership on issues of critical importance to our families and our future.  

 

2. What will your top 3 priorities be if elected? 

1) Improving public education, including fair, adequate funding for K-12, early education and care, 

career/vocational technical education, and debt-free college; 2) Climate and environmental justice and 

renewable energy; and 3) Improving the lives of working people, including affordable healthcare, housing, and 

social, racial, and economic justice.  

 

3. What in your past experience prepares you to serve in this capacity? 

I acknowledge my privilege in having had numerous opportunities to answer a call to service for improving 

workers’ rights, public education, and economic justice at local, state, and national levels. I was raised in 

humble working and middle class neighborhoods by parents who were teachers and social justice liberals; 

from them I learned persistence, the value of hard work, and the importance of service and standing up for 

shared values. I’ve served in Town Meeting since 2006; was elected twice to School Committee, serving as 

chair. I’m a prominent voice for public education. Governor Patrick appointed me Parent Representative on 

 



 

the Board of Education; from that experience I’ve learned what it takes to both advocate for progressive 

change and navigate the body to forward that agenda on the state stage. It’s that, plus a lifetime engaging in 

our political process, that I will bring to the legislature.  

 

B. 2018 Ballot Questions 

1. Do you support or oppose the Fair Share Amendment, a proposal to fund transportation and public education 

through an additional 4% tax on incomes over 1 million dollars? 

Support. I was proud when the Raise Up Massachusetts coalition asked me to kick-off this initiative and take 

the lead on better funding (for public education and public transportation) as one of ten original signers of the 

Fair Share Amendment. Those ten signatures were sent to the Attorney General for her approval. Once 

approved, I collected signatures in my precinct and at the Lexington Farmers Market to qualify the question 

for next steps to amend the Massachusetts Constitution. The wealthiest among us should pay their fair share 

of taxes, but that’s not the way our tax system is set up. I’ve also had to correct misinformation on the side of 

the opposition, as with this letter, published in Commonwealth Magazine: 

https://commonwealthmagazine.org/opinion/correspondence-spring-2017/ 

 

2. In 2016, Massachusetts passed legislation to prevent discrimination against transgender individuals in public 

accommodations. Would you support or oppose the 2018 ballot question to repeal this law? 

I will oppose it.  

 

3. Do you support or oppose the Paid Family Leave proposal, which would guarantee workers in the 

Commonwealth up to 12 weeks of 80% pay in the event of birth, adoption, illness, or other family health issues, 

and which would create a system to fund said pay? 

I support the Paid Family and Medical Leave insurance program.  

 

4. Do you support or oppose raising the minimum wage in the Commonwealth to $15/hour over four years? 

Support. I worked to collect signatures for this and the previous minimum wage increase to $11/hour, turning 

in over 500 signatures that I personally gathered. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose making the tipped minimum wage equal to that of the regular minimum 

wage? 

Support. 

 

b. Do you support or oppose indexing the minimum wage to inflation? 

Support. 

 

5. Do you support or oppose the Patient Safety Act, which would set clear limits for numbers of patients assigned 

to nurses in Commonwealth healthcare facilities? 

Support. 

 

6. Do you support or oppose the rollback of the state sales tax, and a permanent sales tax holiday? 

Oppose. 

 

C. Issues of local importance 

1. Would you support or oppose legislation to hold businesses responsible for the wage violations of their 

subcontractors when the work they do is substantially connected to the company's operations? 

Support 

 

https://commonwealthmagazine.org/opinion/correspondence-spring-2017/


 

2. Would you support or oppose legislation to increase funding for affordable housing production (especially 

low-income housing units) and the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program? 

Support 

 

3. The City of Woburn lacks enough opportunities for low-income families and seniors to find adequate housing. 

What would you do to help Woburn remedy this problem if elected? 

Strong community prosperity includes affordable housing and a robust transportation system. Many people 

right now have a place to live thanks specifically to Chapter 40B. I personally have benefitted from 40B 

programs and find great value in them. I will be an advocate for these types of programs and will work with 

elected officials in Woburn to improve housing for the community.  

 

4. In the 2016 elections, voters in the Commonwealth approved a measure to legalize recreational marijuana. 

However, the State Legislature’s revision of the ballot question gave local governments additional power to ban 

recreational marijuana retail from their jurisdictions. Do you support or oppose this decision? 

I support local control, but in this case, the State Legislature complicated matters. Lexington did not support 

the ballot question to legalize marijuana, despite Rep. Kaufman’s strong support. A majority vote of the Fall 

2017 Special Town Meeting voted to prohibit sales of recreational marijuana. Many believe marijuana is a 

gateway drug, and feared recreational marijuana retail establishments would increase its use among our 

student population. Marijuana is used successfully to treat those with substance use disorder. Legalizing 

marijuana is an opportunity to shift the conversation and provide accurate information about its use.  

 

5. Would you support or oppose legislation to foster and develop employee ownership of businesses in 

Massachusetts and encourage the formation of cooperatives and/or benefit corporations? 

Support. As I understand it, an employee cooperative is a business entity owned and democratically run by 

the people who work in it. They are similar to traditional businesses in that they aim to create a profit and 

become self-sustaining; they are different in that they often have bottom lines aside from making a profit, 

including worker well-being, community well-being, and environmental sustainability. 

 

6. The Trump administration has discussed, proposed, or carried out a wide array of cuts to social safety-net 

programs such as Medicare and Medicaid, Social Security, SNAP, and CHIP. Do you believe the Commonwealth 

has the responsibility to mitigate cuts to these programs, and what kinds of reforms should we discuss in order 

to do so? 

These Republican plans contain changes that would cause thousands of low-income households to lose their 

benefits altogether or see critical reduction in support. Some plans do substantially more harm than good, 

with aggressive work requirements fueling increases in hunger and poverty. Most of these provisions would 

force the Commonwealth to develop large new bureaucracies, but would do little to increase employment. 

Such expensive and risky approaches run counter to evidence-based policy making. The Commonwealth 

absolutely has the responsibility to mitigate cuts to these and other programs. Working families need a living 

wage, affordable housing, and affordable healthcare. If we are able to do those things, we will have begun to 

mitigate cuts to federal programs.  

 

D. Education 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding public education. What value does public education 

have in improving our economy as well as in addressing matters of economic justice? How can we close 

persistent achievement gaps? What measures should the Commonwealth take on these issues? 

Public education is a cornerstone of our democracy. I will continue to champion adequate funding, arts 

integration, and opportunities to welcome all families into the school, free of language, cultural, and 

socio-economic barriers. For over 20 years, I’ve dedicated myself to speaking up for children and families: for 



 

family engagement language in laws; safe, healthy, and technologically advanced schools; and equal 

opportunity for all children, regardless of socio-economic background. Educators need resources for special 

education, English language education, and for educating students from economically disadvantaged 

situations. The best economic driver is to invest in education for our children, especially for early education 

and care and for those considered “high risk”. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

public education. 

As the appointed Parent Representative on the Statewide Board of Elementary and Secondary 

Education since 2014, I’ve learned what it takes to both advocate for progressive change and navigate 

the body to move forward that agenda. It’s that, with my 20 years of experience fighting for our 

community, that I will bring to the legislature. As member and chair of Massachusetts PTA Federal and 

State Legislative Affairs, I’ve attended every legislative conference sponsored by National PTA 

between 2006-2015, taking the fight for better funding for education, IDEA, SNAP, and more to 

members of the Massachusetts Congressional Delegation. I’ve maintained an active blog since my 

years on the Lexington School Committee, blogging on local, state, and national issues since 2009, 

much of it on education; it also includes letters and public testimony going back to 2006.  

 

2. How would you address persistent racial and economic achievement gaps in education? 

There are no silver bullets. Ultimately, each student needs to be understood as an individual with particular 

learning needs. Taking on a personal approach requires funding, smaller classes, highly qualified and 

experienced educators, and more. The FBRC made several recommendations that should be implemented, 

and such a proposal is underway. But more than that, based on an Adequacy Study, we will need to 

recalculate the Foundation Budget formula. Student engagement increases with greater individual agency, 

student-directed project based learning, state-of-the-art facilities and equipment, and more School 

Counselors. Some of these decisions are determined locally by their School Committees, so I will be sure to 

meet regularly with Lexington and Woburn School Committees, Selectmen, and Aldermen to understand the 

impacts of state legislative decisions on their work.  

 

3. Would you support or oppose creating universal, free Pre-K, accessible to any resident of Massachusetts, 

integrated into the public school system? 

Support 

 

4. Do you support or oppose the use of high-stakes testing for such things as student promotion, high school 

graduation, teacher evaluation, and the evaluation of schools and districts? 

The use of high-stakes tests for such things as student promotion, high school graduation, etc. is a 

questionable practice. However, we do need a process by which to understand the impact of all the testing 

being done in classrooms. I will continue to challenge common narratives about testing, accountability, and 

achievement to ensure students are safe, healthy, engaged, and supported. 

 

5. Would you support or oppose changes to the Chapter 70 Education formula, including the Foundation Budget, 

to incorporate proper state funding for ELL students, Special Education students, transportation costs, charter 

school reimbursements to sending schools, and class size reduction? 

Support. The FBRC concluded, “the good work begun by the Massachusetts Education Reform Act of 1993, and 

the educational progress made since, will be at risk so long as our school systems are fiscally strained by the 

ongoing failure to substantively consider the adequacy of the foundation budget”. 

 



 

6. In November 2016, Massachusetts voters overwhelmingly rejected a ballot initiative to lift the cap on charter 

schools given the millions of dollars it would have siphoned away from public schools. How did you vote on this 

question, and why? 

I voted No On 2. Ultimately, it was a resource question. It’s reasonable for families to want a personalized 

education for their child, but the answer isn’t more charters, because that’s not what they’re about. 

Ultimately, charter schools compete for funding that should be going to the core district schools, and this 

turns the whole thing into a resource problem because charters drain money and resources from schools and 

districts, thus increasing class size, resulting in fewer educators necessary to address student needs in the 

home core district. Considered another way, such a condition contributes to the very problem everyone says 

they are trying to solve -- closing the achievement/proficiency gap. 

 

a. Would you support or oppose keeping the cap on charter schools? 

Support  

 

b. Would you support or oppose legislation to bring greater accountability and transparency to charter 

schools, such as by requiring them to adhere to the same disclosure and disciplinary standards as public 

school districts? 

Support  

 

7. Would you support or oppose legislation to grant in-state tuition and financial aid to undocumented students? 

Support  

 

8. Would you support or oppose making tuition free at public colleges and universities? 

Support  

 

E. Health Care 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding health care insurance, delivery, and outcomes. 

Everyone deserves affordable, comprehensive dental care and physical and mental healthcare as a right, 

including reproductive healthcare and women’s cancer prevention, screening, and treatment. A publicly 

administered, single-payer option reduces costs. There are people who need healthcare and there are doctors 

and hospitals who are there to see that people get what they need. In between, though, is a morass of 

competition for coverage that ensures a profit is made by those in the middle. Working families need 

affordable healthcare. They have reached their limit of co-pays and deductibles. They are tired of paying high 

costs for the medicines they need. It’s time to negotiate for lower prescription prices, reduce costs overall, 

and see that people are protected with the healthcare coverage they need.  

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

health care (legislation, community work, published writings, etc.). 

Examples include lobbying our Congressional Delegation for the Healthy Hunger-free Kids Act; 

testimony before the Joint Committee on Public Health against commercialism in schools and for 

increased recess and physical education; revisions of Massachusetts PTA’s policy position statements.  

 

2. Would you support or oppose legislation to enact a single payer health care system in Massachusetts? 

Support  

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to guarantee women access to abortion care without dangerous delay, 

isolation, and obstruction? 

Support  



 

 

4. Do you support or oppose legislation to guarantee access to birth control without copay? 

Support  

 

5. The opioid crisis is hitting communities in our area hard. What steps would you pursue to treat those afflicted by 

addiction and to help address the causes of this epidemic? 

I’m not alone in having experienced personal loss as a result of this crisis; many of us know a friend, neighbor, 

or relative who has been affected. The shortage of beds (and the deadly weeks-long waiting lists for them), 

for substance use disorders in treatment facilities contribute to the current set of challenges in treatment 

facilities. We need to make sure that people who seek treatment can get it in a timely manner and when it 

will be most effective. It’s time to treat the opioid and heroin epidemics as public health crises with a 

universal healthcare system that covers substance use prevention, treatment, and recovery services.  

 

a. Do you support or oppose Governor Baker’s proposal allowing police and health care workers to 

involuntarily hospitalize high-risk opioid users for up to 72 hours at treatment facilities? 

Oppose. Addiction can be treated, but it’s not simple because it’s a chronic disease. Evidence shows 

that mandated treatment of all kinds doesn’t work for several reasons: 1) Mandated treatment means 

fewer beds/resources for the people who want treatment. 2) People who seek/want the help are the 

people who benefit from it most. 3) Because addiction is a chronic disease, people can’t stop using 

and be cured in a few days; 72-hour mandated treatment is supported primarily by for-profit 

treatment facilities ... for profit, not evidence-based results. It’s in their best interest to continuously 

treat people over and over again, not fix the problem. Even worse is that someone who has overdosed 

might not call for help for fear of being detained, and the death rate could actually rise. 

 

b. Do you support or oppose the creation of clean injection sites in areas most affected by the crisis? 

Support. This is a controversial topic for many, and currently there are no sites in Massachusetts, but 

they are being used in 66 cities around the world in nine countries. Earlier this year, Philadelphia 

announced a plan to create safe injection sites and pilot programs may soon be established in Seattle, 

San Francisco, and New York City. Supervised injection sites are all about harm reduction. While, 

ideally, we would want no one using illegal substances, people are using them at these sites, and they 

are reducing the potential for death. Supervised injection facilities are designed to reduce the health 

and societal problems associated with injection drug use; they have been researched, studied, and 

evaluated for years. The evidence is conclusive that sterile injection sites effectively reduce HIV and 

hepatitis transmission risks, prevent overdose deaths, reduce public injections, reduce discarded 

syringes, and increase the number of people who enter drug treatment. 

 

F. Racial and Social Justice 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Racial and Social Justice. 

I strongly support policies and programs that lead to justice and opportunity for all immigrant groups, 

including refugees and undocumented residents. I support the Safe Communities Act and Black Lives Matter. I 

believe in gender and racial equality and opportunity and fairness for people regardless of age, ability, color, 

race, ethnicity, religion or creed, ancestry or national origin, gender, gender identity or gender expression, or 

sexual orientation, socio-economic status, including veterans, and homeless youth. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to combat racism, Islamophobia, 

xenophobia, homophobia, transphobia, and other attempts to marginalize disadvantaged groups. 



 

When I was president of the Massachusetts PTA, I was proud to facilitate the first LGBTQ Committee 

as part of our state association. It was also the first such committee in the 115-year history of National 

PTA. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose measures such as the Safe Communities Act, which would prohibit use of state 

resources for mass deportations or deportation raids, limit local and state police collaboration with federal 

immigration agents, and prohibit state support for a Muslim registry? 

Support. Local and state taxes and resources must not be used to further the mean, aggressive targeting of 

people and families by the Trump administration’s immigration deportation and detention agenda. My 

testimony in support of a local resolution built on the provisions of the SCA is HERE and action from the same 

at 2018 Lexington Annual Town Meeting, HERE.  
 

3. Would you support or oppose the Safe Driving Act, which would remove immigration status as a barrier to 

applying for a license or learner’s permit? 

Support  

 

4. Our neighboring states of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Vermont ban the use of harmful conversion therapy 

practices for LGBTQ+ minors. Do you support or oppose banning the use of conversion therapy in 

Massachusetts? 

Support  

 

5. Sometime in early April, the legislature is expected to vote on sweeping Criminal Justice Reform legislation 

which would, among other things, remove mandatory minimum sentences for most offenses involving drug 

possession or distribution; reduces parole and probation fees; raises the monetary threshhold for felonies to 

$1,200 from $250; reforms the imposition of bail; creates mechanisms for diversion of low-level drug offenses to 

treatment or restorative justice options; and limits or abolishes the use of solitary confinement for many 

prisoners. Do you support or oppose this legislation? 

Support  

 

a. What, if any, additional reforms would you like to see added to this legislation in the future? 

Now that the CJR package has been signed by Governor Baker, we can see that several items have 

been left on the table, including some mandatory minimums. We must continue to reduce spending 

on prisons by reducing sentences and shifting resources to prevention, education, vocational 

education, and re-entry programs. As Rep. Mike Connolly said, “We still have a very long way to go to 

fulfill Dr. King’s vision of a beloved community--but for today, we can be proud that this historic 

package of criminal justice reforms has passed the Massachusetts legislature and is now the law!” 

 

6. Do you support or oppose the establishment of an independent review board for police shootings in the 

Commonwealth?  

Support  

 

7. Since 2016, in response to Black Lives Matter activists’ illumination of criminal justice system abuses, 

conservatives have pushed a myth of a “war on cops.” States such as Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, and Kentucky 

have advanced "Blue Lives Matter" legislation, making law enforcement a protected class under hate crime 

statutes. In November 2017, the MA Legislature followed suit, creating a new “super-penalty” and mandatory 

minimum for assaulting a police officer. Would you support or oppose such policies, which would 

disproportionately punish minority communities and contribute to an overly carceral state? 

Oppose 

https://mastewartma.blogspot.com/2018/04/my-comments-from-yes-mic-in-support-of_6.html
https://mastewartma.blogspot.com/2018/04/article-34-safe-communities-resolution.html


 

 

G. Good Government/Strong Democracy 

1. Please share your personal values and principles on strengthening democracy and creating government that 

works for all of us. 

A government of, by, and for the People are among the highest ideals of our country. I support Home Rule 

voting by non-citizens in city or town elections. Government transparency. Support for implementation of a 

robust public financing plan for politics at every level. Clean elections. Same-day voter registration. Automatic 

voter registration. Voting is a right. Voter registration should be made as easy as possible. Polls should be safe 

and accessible. Registration and voting processes should be quick and efficient. No eligible resident should be 

denied access to the polls. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to promote transparency, 

campaign finance reform, legislative rules reform, and access to voting. 

As an appointed member of the BESE and as an elected member of the School Committee I complied 

with state ethics rules, campaign finance law, and with the Open Meeting Law. As a member of 

Progressive Democrats of Massachusetts and part of the leadership team I supported the working 

group’s efforts to reform campaign finance laws.  

 

2. If elected, would you support or oppose efforts to dilute the amount of power held by leadership in your 

respective branch of government? For example, would you support a rule change allowing committees to 

appoint their own chair, instead of leadership? 

Support. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to create a robust public financing system for state elections? 

Support. 

 

4. Would you support or oppose reforms such as Election Day Registration and automatic voter registration? 

Support.  Voting is a right. Voter registration should be made as easy as possible. Polls should be safe and 

accessible. Registration and voting processes should be quick and efficient. No eligible resident should be 

denied access to the polls.  

 

H. Transportation, Sustainable Infrastructure, and Environmental Protection 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Sustainable Infrastructure and Environmental 

Protection.  

 We cannot be silent about the real danger that climate change poses to our future and future generations. 

Climate science is real and it has zero support from Washington, so we need to be clear and strong in the 

Commonwealth. We need urgent action to rapidly address climate change. In 2008, MA had the good 

foresight to establish the Global Warming Solutions Act, reducing GHG by 25% by 2020; we’re off benchmark, 

but it’s not too late. We need to lift the Net Metering Caps and increase our Renewable Portfolio Standard to 

3% so that we can stay on course. Keep fossil fuels in the ground, accelerate renewables, and quickly 

transition to 100% renewable energy. We need responsible policy to protect and sustain our environment and 

natural resources to ultimately achieve Net Zero carbon emissions and opportunities that support green 

policy in the ways we live, build, and move.  

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to protect the environment and 

expand access to public transportation. 

We are less than ½ a mile from the bike path and are frequent users of it for recreation and to run 

errands. Our family has conscientiously reduced our carbon footprint over the years via recycling 



 

efforts, installing a NEST system for heating our home, reusable shopping bags, and less consumption 

overall. We have taken advantage of energy audits for our home. We participate in the Town’s 

recycling program and compost our kitchen scraps for compost to use in our small vegetable garden 

and for our fruit trees and berry bushes. We eat less meat. We are fortunate to live within a mile of 

Wilson Farm, Trader Joe’s, Walgreen’s, Prime (butcher), dentist, tailor, liquor store, and our local 

bank, so we frequently walk and seldom drive to shop or run errands there.  

 

2. Would you support or oppose efforts to increase equitable access to solar power by removing caps on solar 

generation and restoring compensation for low-income and community solar? 

Support. Solar is the low-hanging fruit toward 100% renewable energy. One way MA can contribute is through 

technological innovation -- we need to find a way to make the incentives work. The tension that exists 

between the renewable energy industry and the power companies means we have outgrown the current 

subsidized model. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to put a fee on carbon emissions? 

Support. A carbon tax is an interim step to achieving our long-term energy goals. Whether it’s a fee or a 

dividend, it’s important that we provide an indication that that’s where the price is going to be because it gets 

us running on clean energy and also will be an indicator to the market that it’s time to invest in renewables. 

But, more that that, I think this is a place for technological and innovative partnerships because the economic 

interest in the research will help us develop long-term electricity storage, so that we can store and use later 

the electricity we’re making in solar and wind power. We need to move reasonable green energy policy 

forward because it’s not only good for our environment, but for our economy and public health.  

 

a. Do you support or oppose using some of the revenue from such a fee to invest in green Infrastructure? 

Support  

 

4. Would you support or oppose finding progressive revenue sources to fund the maintenance, expansion, and 

improvement of the MBTA and the RTAs? 

Support 

 

5. Would you support or oppose fare increases for MBTA riders? 

Oppose 

 

6. In 2017, the MBTA partnered with Uber and Lyft to provide low cost, on-demand rides to anyone eligible for The 

Ride paratransit services, but this program has since expired. Would you support or oppose renewing services 

such as this? 

Support 

 

7. In 2015, the MA Legislature, urged by Governor Baker, voted to waive the so-called Pacheco Law for the MBTA. 

The Pacheco Law contains strong safeguards to ensure that state services are not privatized when doing so 

would harm workers and state revenue. Do you support or oppose reinstating the Pacheco Law? 

Support 

 

Additional Comments 

Please use this space to add any additional comments you want to communicate to voters in the Woburn Welcomes 

community. 

Thank you for the opportunity to complete this questionnaire and for your consideration of my candidacy for Woburn 

Welcomes’ endorsement. 


