
 

Woburn Welcomes - Statewide Office Questionnaire 

 

The following questionnaire was sent to all declared candidates in each election we are following. The questionnaire is 

based in large part on that of our parent organization, Progressive Massachusetts. Questions are generally support/do 

not support, but candidates were encouraged to expand on their answers if they felt they had additional experience, 

views, or plans that they wanted to put forward. Answers have been formatted and a few typos have been corrected, 

but otherwise the answers are unchanged from those submitted by the campaigns. 

 

These answers will be part of the process Woburn Welcomes members will use to determine whether we will endorse a 

candidate in this race. We are also making them public so that our wider community and use them to inform their own 

voting decisions. All candidates were made aware that the questionnaires would be public before they filled them out. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CANDIDATE: Matthew Cohen, Lexington 

PARTY: Democratic 

POSITION: State Representative 

DISTRICT: 15th Middlesex 

 

A. About the Candidate 

1. Why are you running for office?  

While I believe that the Commonwealth is doing well, I know we can do better.  Creating effective policy is 

deeply important to me, and I learned how to craft legislation that improves life in our communities while 

working at the State House for over seven years.  Like many others, I was inspired to run by the 2016 election. 

It showed me it is time for more of us to step up, protect our society and, work for meaningful change. I 

believe that all of us have ways to give back to our community.  In my case, I have been engaged in 

government and policy making my whole life.  It is the best way I can give back and contribute to our 

community. 

 

2. What will your top 3 priorities be if elected? 

If I were to be elected I see three policy areas that need the most immediate attention: 

1 – improve the quality and access to education for students across the Commonwealth.  Education is critical 

to each individual’s future and to our overall economy and social well-being. 

2 – Protect groups that face discrimination.  This includes improving relations between minorities and the 

police, protecting immigrants (Safe Communities Act), standing up for women (e.g. ending harassment, 

ensuring equal pay), and ensuring a living wage for low-income workers. 

3 – Expand access to health care and mental health care.  Reducing premiums is important, as they have 

grown unaffordable for too many people.  Increasing access to preventive care is critical.  Inadequate access 

to preventive care can lead to more serious and expensive problems over time.  Lack of mental health care 

must be corrected to reverse the opioid epidemic, and is a contributing factor to gun violence.  (Although 

other aspects of gun violence must also be addressed as well.) 

 

3. What in your past experience prepares you to serve in this capacity? 

 



 

I have extensive experience in government at the federal, local, and state levels.  At the federal level, I 

interned in Senator Kennedy’s Boston office, where I learned how the federal and state governments can help 

or hinder each other.  Locally, I worked in the Lexington Town Manager’s Office.  This gave me first-hand 

knowledge of what towns and cities need and what role the state can play in supporting its communities.  I 

am the only candidate who has experience in the State House, as well.  I served as a Research and Budget 

Director there for over seven.  I know how to do this job because I have successfully done this work before 

and still have many friends in the Legislature and among the staff.  In my formal education, I have completed 

a BA in political science, a Master’s Degree in government, and just finished a PhD in political science.  I know 

what it takes to design, draft and pass legislation. 

 

B. 2018 Ballot Questions 

1. Do you support or oppose the Fair Share Amendment, a proposal to fund transportation and public education 

through an additional 4% tax on incomes over 1 million dollars? 

I strongly support the Fair Share Amendment.  It is a necessary move to raise revenue and fund needed 

programs.  Further, it adds basic fairness to the tax system.  A flat tax places the greatest burden on those 

who can least afford it.  I would propose going a bit further and creating more tax brackets, but the FSA would 

be a great start.  If it fails or is not allowed on the ballot I will help in any effort to redraft it and try again. 

 

2. In 2016, Massachusetts passed legislation to prevent discrimination against transgender individuals in public 

accommodations. Would you support or oppose the 2018 ballot question to repeal this law? 

I strongly oppose this effort to discriminate against transgender individuals, and more broadly ANY effort to 

discriminate against any group of people.  I was the first candidate in this race to publicly state my opposition 

to this ballot question and on my website I call for people to vote this regressive measure down.   

 

3. Do you support or oppose the Paid Family Leave proposal, which would guarantee workers in the 

Commonwealth up to 12 weeks of 80% pay in the event of birth, adoption, illness, or other family health issues, 

and which would create a system to fund said pay? 

Before I left the State House, I was privileged to work on the early stages of this effort.  I am a strong 

supporter of paid family and medical leave.  If elected I would continue to fight for these advances.  It is a 

question of basic decency how we as a society treat families and those who are sick and in need.  In addition, 

supporting our citizens leads to better personal, family and public lives. 

 

4. Do you support or oppose raising the minimum wage in the Commonwealth to $15/hour over four years? 

Yes, I strongly support ensuring that the minimum wage is always a living wage. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose making the tipped minimum wage equal to that of the regular minimum 

wage? 

Yes, hard work deserves reward.  Tips are payment for individual work beyond the minimum, and the 

reward should go to those doing the good work.  Making tips part of the minimum salary deprives 

people of the money they have earned. 

 

b. Do you support or oppose indexing the minimum wage to inflation? 

I strongly support this.  We should not have to be constantly fighting battles over the minimum wage. 

Indexing wages to inflation is the best way to handle this problem.  Of course, this also requires first 

raising the minimum wage to a living wage before indexing it!  If we raise the minimum wage to a 

living wage as a one-time occurrence, it will not stay as a living wage for long.  This again to me is a 

question of decency and how we support one another to ensure good lives for all.  



 

To this end, I will also be a strong supporter and proponent of labor unions in the State House.  They 

are critical in protecting workers and their rights. 

 

5. Do you support or oppose the Patient Safety Act, which would set clear limits for numbers of patients assigned 

to nurses in Commonwealth healthcare facilities? 

Yes, I worked on issues related to this at the State House.  We fought to increase the number of nurses at 

psychiatric hospitals to ensure better care.  I remain in favor of such efforts at all hospitals. 

 

6. Do you support or oppose the rollback of the state sales tax, and a permanent sales tax holiday? 

I strongly oppose a sales tax holiday.  It is a gimmick.  Sales tax is either good or bad, needed or not. It makes 

no sense to have a weekend without it if it is a good idea at other times.  However, I am not in favor of relying 

too much on regressive taxes, such as sales taxes, that disproportionately impact those who can least afford 

it.  The Commonwealth needs money to implement everything it must do, but I prefer a more graduated 

income tax system.  The implementation of graduated taxation is currently limited by the Massachusetts 

Constitution (hence the Fair Share Amendment).  Ideally that will be changed and we can do away with all 

forms of regressive taxation.  While Massachusetts does limit what is subject to sales tax, assuming the sales 

tax remains, I would prefer a much more targeted sales tax that would only impact high-end luxury items. 

 

C. Issues of local importance 

1. Would you support or oppose legislation to hold businesses responsible for the wage violations of their 

subcontractors when the work they do is substantially connected to the company's operations? 

Yes, it is critical that worker protections exist at every level.  Businesses should be responsible for decisions 

they make, just as individuals should be.  If the absurd idea that ‘corporations are people’ is going to be the 

law, then they must be held responsible the same way individuals are. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose legislation to increase funding for affordable housing production (especially 

low-income housing units) and the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program? 

I support efforts and legislation to increase funding for affordable housing and the MRVP.  These programs 

provide opportunities to families and help create more diverse towns, both of which are good for our society. 

 

3. The City of Woburn lacks enough opportunities for low-income families and seniors to find adequate housing. 

What would you do to help Woburn remedy this problem if elected? 

Part of the answer is to increase funding for affordable housing and the MRVP, as discussed in the previous 

question.  If elected I would work to ensure the Commonwealth continue the so-called “circuit breaker” 

programs that cap the amount of tax seniors and others with financial limitations pay in taxes.  There are also 

steps that can be taken in regards to flexible zoning laws that can allow for the creation of additional 

affordable housing. 

 

4. In the 2016 elections, voters in the Commonwealth approved a measure to legalize recreational marijuana. 

However, the State Legislature’s revision of the ballot question gave local governments additional power to ban 

recreational marijuana retail from their jurisdictions. Do you support or oppose this decision? 

I am in favor of the legalization of marijuana, especially as far too many people, particularly in communities of 

color, are jailed or punished for non-violent offenses related to marijuana.  I have mixed feelings on this 

revision, but overall, I support it.  I generally prefer that decisions that impact local communities be made by 

those communities.  There are certainly exceptions to that belief, but this seems to me to be one of the times 

that local communities should be able to have input, as I feel they should also have on tobacco or liquor 

stores. 

 



 

5. Would you support or oppose legislation to foster and develop employee ownership of businesses in 

Massachusetts and encourage the formation of cooperatives and/or benefit corporations? 

I would be in favor of this legislation.  Small businesses are critical and are central drivers of local economies. 

Employee owned business, cooperatives, and benefit corporations are a great idea, as they keep money in our 

communities and place even more money into the hands of the workers. 

 

6. The Trump administration has discussed, proposed, or carried out a wide array of cuts to social safety-net 

programs such as Medicare and Medicaid, Social Security, SNAP, and CHIP. Do you believe the Commonwealth 

has the responsibility to mitigate cuts to these programs, and what kinds of reforms should we discuss in order 

to do so? 

I strongly support all of these programs.  As an example, Massachusetts should ensure all citizens who need it 

have access to Mass Health. That would help offset cuts to health care access at the federal level.  There are 

other health, wellness, and social safety net programs run by the Commonwealth that might require 

increased funding in order to offset cuts by the current federal government.  It may be necessary to expand 

who is eligible for all such programs depending on who is most impacted by cuts at the federal level, as well. 

 

D. Education 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding public education. What value does public education 

have in improving our economy as well as in addressing matters of economic justice? How can we close 

persistent achievement gaps? What measures should the Commonwealth take on these issues? 

Providing high-quality education is a cornerstone of a strong society and economy.  High quality education 

leads to improved lives for students as they can gain higher paying jobs, and for the economy and society as it 

helps lead to advances in sciences, medicine, technology and other fields.  Currently, access to high quality 

education is highly unequal, and this has a particularly negative impact on low income areas and communities 

of color.  The Commonwealth should provide funds to help such areas improve their educational systems. 

Massachusetts should also make it easier for students to go to college.  For students who do not wish to go to 

college we must ensure adequate access to vocational schools and training programs.  Education is key to a 

healthy democracy, as educated students will be better and more productive citizens and will be better able 

to detect truth from lies in social, economic and political spheres. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

public education. 

This issue is of great importance to me as evidenced by my current career as an educator at the 

college/university level.  

 

2. How would you address persistent racial and economic achievement gaps in education? 

As I mention in the previous question, it is critical to increase funding to lower income areas and areas with 

higher concentrations of people of color.  This will help address the issue.  Beyond that, the Commonwealth 

should work to build programs that encourage both promising young teachers and teachers with proven 

successful track records to work in under performing schools.  Ultimately, the answer is ensuring good teacher 

salaries and well supported education for every district and every student. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose creating universal, free Pre-K, accessible to any resident of Massachusetts, 

integrated into the public school system? 

I support such efforts, and I believe the Commonwealth should establish a fund to help communities pay for 

such services so that K-12 programs do not suffer from a decrease in funding.  These types of programs are 

great for children and research shows these programs improve their performance in K-12 schooling.  We 

should provide opportunities for all children to be successful, not just those whose parents (or communities) 



 

can afford pre-K educational opportunities. Further, they are great for families like mine with two working 

parents.  Thus, these programs are important not only for children in need but for all families and the 

economy as a whole. 

 

4. Do you support or oppose the use of high-stakes testing for such things as student promotion, high school 

graduation, teacher evaluation, and the evaluation of schools and districts? 

I generally oppose these types of programs.  They lead students and teachers to just focus on the test.  This 

means other important topics are not covered, individual needs and talents are not considered and student 

education as a whole suffers.  There does not yet appear to be a good way to test how schools perform that 

also gives schools the flexibility they need to treat each student as a worthwhile and unique future citizen.  I 

think this type of program should be done away with until a more appropriate/accurate assessment tool 

exists that still allows for flexibility in how and what teachers cover in class.  In addition, tying student 

performance to teacher and school evaluations is misleading because there are many factors, other than just 

teaching, that contribute or detract from student performance. 

 

5. Would you support or oppose changes to the Chapter 70 Education formula, including the Foundation Budget, 

to incorporate proper state funding for ELL students, Special Education students, transportation costs, charter 

school reimbursements to sending schools, and class size reduction? 

Yes, this is part of what I would like to achieve.  These are all critical programs, but too often local 

communities struggle to pay for them from property taxes alone.  This is particularly problematic in lower 

income communities where property tax revenue is smaller, making these programs more difficult to support. 

 

6. In November 2016, Massachusetts voters overwhelmingly rejected a ballot initiative to lift the cap on charter 

schools given the millions of dollars it would have siphoned away from public schools. How did you vote on this 

question, and why? 

I voted to reject the initiative.  While the idea of allowing innovation in education is wise, it would be better 

to do so within the general public school system, so that all our students get a high quality education.  Charter 

schools take money from other public schools and can only be used by a small number of students.  Also, it is 

not clear that charter schools perform any better than do other schools. Charter schools can easily expel 

problem students who are returned to the public school system.  Furthermore, teachers do not have to be 

unionized in charter schools.  This impairs the ability of all teachers to engage in collective bargaining across 

the system.  Instead, the Commonwealth must invest in improving public schools and ensuring that all 

students have access to quality education.  

 

a. Would you support or oppose keeping the cap on charter schools? 

I support keeping the cap.  Please see the answer above for my reasons. 

 

b. Would you support or oppose legislation to bring greater accountability and transparency to charter 

schools, such as by requiring them to adhere to the same disclosure and disciplinary standards as public 

school districts? 

Absolutely.  There is no reason charter schools should be held to a different standard in these regards. 

Further, it is only possible to see if charter schools work, or what works in charter schools, if there is 

transparency and accountability.  If those who run charter schools truly believe such schools have 

advantages, they should also support such moves. 

 

7. Would you support or oppose legislation to grant in-state tuition and financial aid to undocumented students? 

I support such efforts.  I understand why opposition to this exists, but anyone who is making a life here and 



 

contributing to our shared society deserves to be treated equally to anyone else.  As discussed above, 

increased access to education benefits all of society.  It is equally true in this case. 

 

8. Would you support or oppose making tuition free at public colleges and universities? 

I support the idea. While I have not seen a convincing proposal on how to pay for it, I would be happy to work 

with others to bring this idea to reality.  If such a plan is developed I would certainly vote in favor as I always 

support increasing access to education.  I am currently an academic teaching at Northeastern University and 

Merrimack College, so I know firsthand how important education is and I always want to have as many people 

as possible have access to colleges and universities. 

 

E. Health Care 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding health care insurance, delivery, and outcomes. 

I believe that health care should be universal, affordable, accessible and high quality.  One major concern is 

that insurance premiums have increased at a rapid rate, making health care unaffordable for far too many 

people.  The executive branch for far too long has not adequately used the authority it was given by the 

Legislature to reign in excess increases.  All citizens must have access to basic care and preventive care, not 

just emergency care.  There are many health issues that can be addressed successfully early on if there is easy 

access to preventive care and screenings.  I am also a strong supporter of ensuring that mental health and 

substance abuse care are accessible.  This is an area in which I spent much effort in my years at the State 

House, and we successfully expanded access for adults and children. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

health care (legislation, community work, published writings, etc.). 

I have extensive experience at the State House on health care issues.  The first project I worked on, 

which was passed into law, was a measure to expand access to mental health care for veterans.  I am 

also proud to have been a key part of efforts to expand access to counseling and mental health care 

for children.  Another signature piece of legislation I worked on was expanding mental health parity 

legislation to ensure insurance companies had to provide coverage for more mental health issues.  I 

have had a great deal of success fighting for health care causes in the budget as well.  I worked to 

boost nurse staffing levels at mental health facilities and ensure that doctors and hospitals are 

reimbursed more fairly for treatments they provide. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose legislation to enact a single payer health care system in Massachusetts? 

I support creating such a system.  It would need to be carefully designed to be certain that there are adequate 

incentives to continue Massachusetts’ record of innovations and research into medical advances.  Further, it 

would be important to ensure that there is enough flexibility in the system so that people can get care based 

on their personal preferences.  One size fits all would not work well.  I would want to help create a system 

where the government does not fully control all aspects of health care.  Patients and their doctors must be the 

key to personal care. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to guarantee women access to abortion care without dangerous delay, 

isolation, and obstruction? 

I support a woman’s right to control her own body.  Policy MUST be based in science, not ideology and 

opinion.  However one might feel about abortion on a personal level, the job of government is to create 

effective public policy, not impose personal decisions.  Policies that unreasonably restrict abortion rights 

endanger the lives of both women and, ironically, their babies.  I will be a strong defender of abortion rights 

and more broadly, I will be a strong supporter of women’s rights in all fields. 

 



 

4. Do you support or oppose legislation to guarantee access to birth control without copay? 

I strongly support women’s (and men’s) access to free birth control.  Women should have full control over all 

their health and reproductive rights.  This is the most successful method to prevent abortion, for those who 

oppose it. 

 

5. The opioid crisis is hitting communities in our area hard. What steps would you pursue to treat those afflicted by 

addiction and to help address the causes of this epidemic? 

This is an issue I worked on extensively at the State House, and would be a top priority of mine.  An important 

step is ensuring people in recovery have a safe, supportive place to go, away from drugs and alcohol.  Such 

“sober housing” exists but was largely unlicensed and unregulated, leading to abuses.  I helped create the 

basis for a voluntary licensing program Massachusetts now uses to identify good sober homes.  We need to 

ensure proper funding in the budget for all substance abuse treatment facilities.  Increasing access to 

treatment and diversion programs that keep people suffering from addiction out of jail is a critical 

component.  We must ensure insurance companies provide full coverage for treatment as it is effective and 

cost effective.  Another bill I helped author created programs that identify children at risk of abusing drugs. 

These programs must be expanded to reach people before they become addicted. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose Governor Baker’s proposal allowing police and health care workers to 

involuntarily hospitalize high-risk opioid users for up to 72 hours at treatment facilities? 

Overall, I think this might be a worthwhile program, but I have strong reservations.  This could be an 

effective and powerful tool to save a person’s life, but it is also a major restriction on that individual’s 

liberty and Constitutional rights limiting the reasons an individual can be detained.  I want to see 

more details on exactly how this would work before I can give a more complete answer. 

 

b. Do you support or oppose the creation of clean injection sites in areas most affected by the crisis? 

I support it, with the suggestion that it must be coupled with help.  We must acknowledge that people 

are going to use drugs, but we must make sure they are as safe as possible so they can survive and 

recover when they are ready.  The Commonwealth must be prepared to provide such services as soon 

as people are ready for treatment. 

 

F. Racial and Social Justice 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Racial and Social Justice. 

I believe it is every individual’s responsibility to help those in need and stand up for the oppressed. 

Discrimination against one group not only harms that group and constricts its liberties, it harms us all. It is my 

goal to ensure that the Commonwealth lives up to its name by providing an environment that is welcoming to 

all who live here, regardless of their backgrounds.  I will be a very strong supporter of efforts to achieve full 

equality for women in all regards and end all harassment at work, public, or at home.  I am the first, and thus 

far only, candidate to announce that I oppose the ballot question looking to repeal protections for 

transgender citizens in my platform as well as any similar measures targeting any group.  I will be an advocate 

for the LGBTQ+ community.  I stand with any group fighting for racial justice and all efforts to improve 

relations between police and minority communities.  Racial equality also means fighting for economic equality 

for disadvantaged communities.  I believe that immigration makes our communities stronger and that 

immigrants should not have to live in the shadows.  Massachusetts must continue to take a firm stand against 

religious bigotry, including the “travel ban.”  

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to combat racism, Islamophobia, 

xenophobia, homophobia, transphobia, and other attempts to marginalize disadvantaged groups. 

I am against all forms of stigmatization, which is one reason I fought for those with mental illness and 



 

substance abuse at the State House.  Disadvantaged groups and the LGBTQ+ community are 

particularly affected by these issues in our society.  I have been active in these efforts all the way back 

to high school when I, for instance, organized a dinner to raise money for Iraqi citizens who were 

starving and a campaign to raise money and awareness for LGBTQ+ rights following the brutal murder 

of Matthew Shepard.  I am also a member and financial supporter of various groups dedicated to 

combating all forms of discrimination. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose measures such as the Safe Communities Act, which would prohibit use of state 

resources for mass deportations or deportation raids, limit local and state police collaboration with federal 

immigration agents, and prohibit state support for a Muslim registry? 

I strongly support the SCA and I would strongly oppose the morally repugnant attempt to create a Muslim 

registry or anything akin to it for Muslims or any other group.  The SCA will, as the name implies, make our 

district and Commonwealth safer.  Immigrant communities will not have to live in fear, meaning they will be 

able to contact police freely, which will reduce crime rates.  My family history and my background illustrate 

this point clearly as my Grandmother fled Europe before the advance of Hitler’s armies.  Half her family died 

under fascism.  America welcomed her.  We must live up to that principle and always welcome the refugee 

and the immigrant. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose the Safe Driving Act, which would remove immigration status as a barrier to 

applying for a license or learner’s permit? 

I support this effort.  It is important that anyone on the road be licensed, trained, and insured.  This is a major 

public safety issue.  

 

4. Our neighboring states of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Vermont ban the use of harmful conversion therapy 

practices for LGBTQ+ minors. Do you support or oppose banning the use of conversion therapy in 

Massachusetts? 

I strongly support banning conversion therapy on minors.  You cannot change biology through “therapy.” 

Conversion therapy also spreads the ignorant and harmful idea that there is something “wrong” with being 

born LGBTQ+, when there is nothing wrong.  This is particularly damaging to minors and their development as 

people.  This practice must end. 

 

5. Sometime in early April, the legislature is expected to vote on sweeping Criminal Justice Reform legislation 

which would, among other things, remove mandatory minimum sentences for most offenses involving drug 

possession or distribution; reduces parole and probation fees; raises the monetary threshold for felonies to 

$1,200 from $250; reforms the imposition of bail; creates mechanisms for diversion of low-level drug offenses to 

treatment or restorative justice options; and limits or abolishes the use of solitary confinement for many 

prisoners. Do you support or oppose this legislation? 

I am in favor of this legislation, a version of which was passed into law.  I have in fact worked on some of 

these issues at the State House.  The treatment of prisoners with mental health is a major concern in the 

Commonwealth.  Time in prison tends to exacerbate mental health problems, and solitary confinement makes 

things far worse.  Where possible we should divert non-violent offenders from prisons (whether the offenders 

have mental illnesses or not).  This will allow for real rehabilitation and treatment. 

 

a. What, if any, additional reforms would you like to see added to this legislation in the future? 

I would like to end the practice of jailing people for non-violent offenses unless there is a clear reason 

to believe the individual is likely to physically threaten others if not placed in jail.  Punishment should 

not be the goal of the system.  Prison is to keep dangerous people from harming others physically and 

rehabilitate them.  I would always rather see rehabilitation take place through diversion and 



 

treatment programs instead of jail and punishment that generally only sets people back, creates 

criminal connections, and increases recidivism without enhancing security. 

 

6. Do you support or oppose the establishment of an independent review board for police shootings in the 

Commonwealth?  

I support creating a well-designed independent review board.  The proposal would need to be carefully 

worked out to ensure protections for all involved, both victims and officers.  It is always wise to have outside 

and impartial investigators look into potential criminal wrongdoing.  It is what the police do for society, so it 

seems a reasonable idea in cases like this, as well. 

 

7. Since 2016, in response to Black Lives Matter activists’ illumination of criminal justice system abuses, 

conservatives have pushed a myth of a “war on cops.” States such as Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, and Kentucky 

have advanced "Blue Lives Matter" legislation, making law enforcement a protected class under hate crime 

statutes. In November 2017, the MA Legislature followed suit, creating a new “super-penalty” and mandatory 

minimum for assaulting a police officer. Would you support or oppose such policies, which would 

disproportionately punish minority communities and contribute to an overly carceral state? 

I do not believe there is a war on cops; certainly not in Massachusetts.  Here again, we must be careful to 

protect all citizens through drafting good legislation.  As the question notes, the people most likely to be 

targeted under this type of law come from minority groups.  At the same time, police are risking their lives 

every day they go to work.  Thus, providing them with additional protections is reasonable.  I am not sure, 

however, that laws like these actually provide any additional protections for police.  I believe in evidence 

based policy making, so I would want to see evidence regarding how these laws are applied in practice and 

know that they reduce attacks on officers before we implement this.  In either case, I support the cause of 

BLM in their fight to reduce violence and oppression against minority communities.  The vast majority of 

victims have been minorities. 

 

G. Good Government/Strong Democracy 

1. Please share your personal values and principles on strengthening democracy and creating government that 

works for all of us. 

I believe that a key to such efforts is to promote transparency and open communication between legislators 

and constituents.  I will always do my best to be clear to constituents on where I stand on all major issues.  I 

want to hear from constituents regarding what matters to them so I can work to ensure government is 

addressing their concerns in an honest and transparent manner.  The role of money should be reduced, and I 

pledge not to accept donations from corporations or businesses.  Democracy can only thrive if voting rights 

are protected.  Voting rights are particularly threatened for minority communities.  While thankfully not a 

major issue in Massachusetts, there are additional steps we can take here.  Registration should be as easy as 

possible, and should include an election day registration option.  Early voting and absentee voting should also 

be expanded and made available for all elections for all voters. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to promote transparency, 

campaign finance reform, legislative rules reform, and access to voting. 

In my time at the State House I always made myself available to constituents and groups that wanted 

to either advocate a position or learn where the Representatives or Committee I worked for stood on 

an issue.  Legislators and staff must learn where constituents stand on issues, and then the legislator 

must make clear both what they stand for on the issue and why.  This is part of how I was able to draft 

successful and effective legislation at the State House. 

 



 

2. If elected, would you support or oppose efforts to dilute the amount of power held by leadership in your 

respective branch of government? For example, would you support a rule change allowing committees to 

appoint their own chair, instead of leadership? 

Yes, I believe it is important to make the House a more representative body, and I would support this 

proposal.  With all the new legislators who will be joining this term, there is a chance for us to work together 

to push for reform along with likeminded incumbents.  From my time in the State House I believe that I am 

well suited to help lead such an effort, and I know of numerous legislators who might be willing to join this 

effort, as well.  It is a balancing act, however, as, if elected, my job would be to ensure the district’s needs are 

met.  Taking a hard line against a Speaker of the House would harm the ability of a Representative to do so. 

As in so much of politics, one must work to find common ground for change.  I have been effective in such 

efforts at the State House. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to create a robust public financing system for state elections? 

Such a system could have many advantages over the current one.  As a first-time candidate, without personal 

wealth, and without being part of the system, I do not have the advantages that candidates who have run 

before, are in the system, or have significant personal financial resources or donors do.  Public financing is a 

good way to help level the playing field and make government service more inclusive of all groups and 

members of society.  I know that my candidacy would benefit from such a system, but more importantly, it 

would make it easier for all first time candidates and those from less advantaged backgrounds to run for 

office.  This would be a major boost to democracy.  My central concern is how to pay for such a system, but if 

that can be worked out, without damaging other key needs of our Commonwealth, I would support these 

efforts. 

 

4. Would you support or oppose reforms such as Election Day Registration and automatic voter registration? 

I strongly support such efforts.  To this end we should also considering lowering the voting age to 16.  As we 

have seen, many teenagers have been highly active in recent debates, particularly regarding gun control 

measures.  16 year old students have an active interest in the world and the ability to make informed voting 

decisions.  Expanding the voting franchise is a great way to strengthen democracy by increasing the number of 

people who can participate.  Voting at age 18 is difficult for many people as they are just beginning to make 

lives of their own and are not focused on voting.  Lowing the age to 16 might make it easier for many of them 

to vote, and if we can get people to vote early in life, they are likely to remain voters later in life, too.  

 

H. Transportation, Sustainable Infrastructure, and Environmental Protection 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Sustainable Infrastructure and Environmental 

Protection.  

Without an inhabitable planet, other policies are meaningless.  A big part of protecting the environment is 

moving to alternative renewable energy sources.  These include wind farms, solar energy, and more.  The 

Commonwealth should invest in promising technologies.  High tech Massachusetts is ideally situated to be a 

leader in these areas.  Massachusetts must address issues with the MBTA (see below for more).  There are 

many people who want to use MBTA service, but there are no routes near them.  Expanding service will 

reduce the number of cars on the road.  We must also expand and improve bike lanes.  The Commonwealth 

should improve bike safety on state owned roads along the lines of what Boston has done, and I would work 

to secure funding for local communities to do the same.  This has many benefits: reduced pollution, reduced 

congestion from fewer cars, and improved public health.  

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to protect the environment and 

expand access to public transportation. 



 

We are active supporters of charitable environmental causes.  Our house also runs on solar power.  I 

hope to have the opportunity to work on these issues as a top priority of mine at the State House. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose efforts to increase equitable access to solar power by removing caps on solar 

generation and restoring compensation for low-income and community solar? 

I strongly support such measures.  One of the reasons that we were able to put solar panels on our house was 

that Massachusetts helped offset the cost.  This type of program is critical to expanding access to solar energy 

as few people or families can afford to install them without assistance.  I also strongly support efforts to build 

community solar farms.  I would like to see all government buildings across Massachusetts, at the state and 

local levels, powered by alternative energy.  More generally I would strongly support legislation that makes it 

easier for communities to launch their own utilities, as, for example, Belmont has done.  This will provide 

communities with additional flexibility in implementing alternative energy options. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to put a fee on carbon emissions? 

A well-designed fee on carbon emissions would be a very powerful tool to help the environment.  I am always 

skeptical of flat taxes and fees as the burden is then heaviest on the lowest income populations, and in this 

case, small local businesses.  If the fee can be carefully designed and targeted to avoid this, and I believe it can 

be, then I would strongly support it.  Careful thought would have to be given to what is subject to the fee (e.g. 

cars, home heating oil or gas, and anything else).  There does appear to be good evidence that fees on carbon 

emissions alter behavior, and might even lead to the further development of additional alternative energy 

options.  Therefore, this is something the Commonwealth should implement. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose using some of the revenue from such a fee to invest in green Infrastructure? 

Yes, if such a fee is enacted, it would make sense to earmark some of the money for green 

infrastructure building programs. 

 

4. Would you support or oppose finding progressive revenue sources to fund the maintenance, expansion, and 

improvement of the MBTA and the RTAs? 

I would strongly support such efforts.  The burden of fees and taxes should never be placed on those least 

able to afford them.  We must always help those in need.  I prefer an initial expenditure by the 

Commonwealth, which will partly be offset by lower infrastructure repair and expansion expenses and 

increased productivity over time. 

 

5. Would you support or oppose fare increases for MBTA riders? 

I am not in favor of raising fares.  Such a move will only decrease ridership, and it will end up harming 

lower-income residents who rely on the MBTA.  Obviously, over time, with inflation, rates will need to go up. 

Now is not that time.  Further, the current proposals to pay off the MBTA’s debt do not make sense.  There 

are suggestions to reduce service or increase fares.  This is a very bad business model.  Reducing quality and 

raising prices will not lead to a long-term solution and will further decrease ridership, thus increasing debt. 

Equally troubling are proposals to cut pensions for workers who have spent their lives working at the MBTA. 

The only long-term solution is an initial outlay of money to expand services and routes.  This includes the 

“Last Mile” program and other efforts to get more people to ride the MBTA, thereby increasing revenue. 

 

6. In 2017, the MBTA partnered with Uber and Lyft to provide low cost, on-demand rides to anyone eligible for The 

Ride paratransit services, but this program has since expired. Would you support or oppose renewing services 

such as this? 

I support the renewal of this program.  This is a cost-effective way to expand access to services, which will in 

turn expand MBTA ridership. 



 

 

7. In 2015, the MA Legislature, urged by Governor Baker, voted to waive the so-called Pacheco Law for the MBTA. 

The Pacheco Law contains strong safeguards to ensure that state services are not privatized when doing so 

would harm workers and state revenue. Do you support or oppose reinstating the Pacheco Law? 

I strongly support reinstating the Pacheco Law.  It should not be waived, as it is one of the most important 

duties of the Legislature to defend the rights of workers. 

 

Additional Comments 

Please use this space to add any additional comments you want to communicate to voters in the Woburn Welcomes 

community. 

I believe that my experience, goals, and commitments make me the candidate who will best be able to protect the 

progress the Commonwealth has made and work successfully to realize our shared goals.  As mentioned, I am the only 

candidate with experience at the State House.  I have many friends among the legislators and the staff, I have in 

depth firsthand knowledge of the legislative process, and I have a proven track record of passing major legislation.  I 

have the experience necessary to be an effective advocate for our district and our shared priorities from day one.  

I am running for office in part because I believe that while the Commonwealth is a leader in good government and a 

great place to live, there is more we need to do.  I have a strong sense of what we need to accomplish.  Despite being 

one of the last to declare my candidacy, I was the first to offer a platform.  If elected, I would put my experience and 

vision to use and focus on the creation of effective policy.  

I hope that you will be interested in my candidacy, and I hope that you will visit my website: 

www.cohenforstaterep.com to learn more.  I believe a major part of my job is to learn from constituents, and I am 

always happy to meet with people to hear their concerns.  Please contact me if you have any questions or would like 

to suggest any issues or solutions I should consider!  Thank you! 

 

http://www.cohenforstaterep.com/

