
 

Woburn Welcomes - Statewide Office Questionnaire 

 

The following questionnaire was sent to all declared candidates in each election we are following. The questionnaire is 

based in large part on that of our parent organization, Progressive Massachusetts. Questions are generally support/do 

not support, but candidates were encouraged to expand on their answers if they felt they had additional experience, 

views, or plans that they wanted to put forward. Answers have been formatted and a few typos have been corrected, 

but otherwise the answers are unchanged from those submitted by the campaigns. 

 

These answers will be part of the process Woburn Welcomes members will use to determine whether we will endorse a 

candidate in this race. We are also making them public so that our wider community and use them to inform their own 

voting decisions. All candidates were made aware that the questionnaires would be public before they filled them out. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CANDIDATE: Michelle Ciccolo, Lexington 

PARTY: Democratic 

POSITION: State Representative 

DISTRICT: 15th Middlesex 

 

A. About the Candidate 

1. Why are you running for office?  

At a time when the Federal government is failing us, it is essential for those who believe in good government 

to step up and lead. I believe that effective local, regional, and state government can make a real and positive 

difference in people’s lives. Having chosen public service as my life-long career, I have broad and extensive 

experience on a wide range of issues including improving access to transportation, addressing climate change, 

promoting public health initiatives, and creating affordable housing. I want to use that experience for greater 

good to improve the lives of our residents across the Commonwealth. The massive wealth gap that exists in 

Massachusetts is one of the defining issues of our time. If we don’t work to address the inequities in our 

society, we cannot hope to continue on with prosperity for some, because the inequity, unchecked, will 

ultimately cause decay and decline for all. Massachusetts should set an example for higher standards in 

educational achievement, universal healthcare, environmental sustainability, and scientific discovery among 

other areas where we excel. I am seeking a position in the General Court so that I can work closely with 

likeminded legislators, advocacy organizations, unions, and residents to enact policies that ensure 

Massachusetts leads and all our residents prosper. 

 

2. What will your top 3 priorities be if elected? 

1. Closing the wage gap by improving access to education and technical training, and efficient and affordable 

transportation to provide access to wider options for work, childcare and education. 

 

2. Public Health, especially fighting for wellness and prevention measures, and quality universal healthcare for 

all. 

 

3. Ensuring Massachusetts leads the way on environment sustainability, carbon reduction, and climate action. 

 



 

 

3. What in your past experience prepares you to serve in this capacity? 

As a 3-term past president of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC), and First Vice-President of the 

Massachusetts Selectman's Association on the statewide Mass. Municipal Association Board and 

gubernatorial appointee to the Local Government Advisory Commission, I have extensive experience crafting, 

advocating for, and passing legislation. Through my current position as Chair of the Legislative Committee of 

the MAPC I am very engaged in the legislative efforts underway to improve the lives of the people in this 

Commonwealth. 

 

By choice, I have committed my entire professional career to public service. From my first job out of college 

working for then-US Senator John Kerry, to my municipal and regional career which spans more than two 

decades, I have dedicated my life’s work to focusing on improving the lives of others. Following my masters 

degree in public affairs, I worked as the Assistant Town Administrator and Community Development Director 

for the Town of Hudson for 20 years. I also started a small consulting firm during that time-frame and now am 

a small business owner doing consulting for municipalities in the area of planning, community development, 

and project management. My current work allows me to help communities with diverse issues such as 

Affordable Housing, transportation, open space protection, school resource decision making, and capital 

planning. 

 

Through my work as a Lexington Selectman and volunteer town-wide elected official for 7 years, I know how 

to set policy and build consensus among people with differing points of view. I have direct experience in 

negotiating for education funding, program development, policy development for mental health and wellness, 

and implementation of localized strategies to combat climate change and cut carbon emissions. I look forward 

to taking these experiences to the State House to affect real change. 

 

B. 2018 Ballot Questions 

1. Do you support or oppose the Fair Share Amendment, a proposal to fund transportation and public education 

through an additional 4% tax on incomes over 1 million dollars? 

Support 

 

2. In 2016, Massachusetts passed legislation to prevent discrimination against transgender individuals in public 

accommodations. Would you support or oppose the 2018 ballot question to repeal this law? 

Oppose 

 

3. Do you support or oppose the Paid Family Leave proposal, which would guarantee workers in the 

Commonwealth up to 12 weeks of 80% pay in the event of birth, adoption, illness, or other family health issues, 

and which would create a system to fund said pay? 

Support 

 

4. Do you support or oppose raising the minimum wage in the Commonwealth to $15/hour over four years? 

Support 

 

a. Do you support or oppose making the tipped minimum wage equal to that of the regular minimum 

wage? 

Support 

 

b. Do you support or oppose indexing the minimum wage to inflation? 

Support 



 

 

5. Do you support or oppose the Patient Safety Act, which would set clear limits for numbers of patients assigned 

to nurses in Commonwealth healthcare facilities? 

Support 

 

6. Do you support or oppose the rollback of the state sales tax, and a permanent sales tax holiday? 

Oppose & Oppose 

 

C. Issues of local importance 

1. Would you support or oppose legislation to hold businesses responsible for the wage violations of their 

subcontractors when the work they do is substantially connected to the company's operations? 

Support 

 

2. Would you support or oppose legislation to increase funding for affordable housing production (especially 

low-income housing units) and the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program? 

Support 

 

3. The City of Woburn lacks enough opportunities for low-income families and seniors to find adequate housing. 

What would you do to help Woburn remedy this problem if elected? 

With housing prices among the highest in the nation, Massachusetts has a two-fold housing problem of both 

supply and demand. At a time when the Federal Government is cutting back on its traditional housing support 

programs like CDBG and HOME, it is essential that we develop funding, zoning, and procedures to support 

housing creation. As a regional planner, I was a 3-term President of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council, 
and continue on with that organization as the Chair of its Legislative Committee. For nearly two decades we 

have been advocating for zoning reform and other land-use measures, and affordable housing legislation. 

 

If elected, I will work to ensure that the provisions of the Housing Choice legislation will be adopted to help 

cities and towns implement zoning changes. In addition, I would proactively support the Housing Bond Bill 

and other measures currently working their way through the Legislature in support of housing creation. 

Finally, I would work through the state budget process to fund 40S adequately to support payments to cities 

and towns who create multifamily housing, providing separate payments for any new school children residing 

in the new overlay districts.  

 

The City of Woburn currently has 8.7% subsidized housing per the most recent SHI published numbers by 

DHCD in September 2017. If elected, I will help Woburn to implement the goals it established for itself in its 

2016 Housing Production Plan. Some of those goals involved adopting or modifying new zoning ordinances, 

and the Housing Choice legislation mentioned above would benefit the City if passed as that law allows a 

simple majority to approve zoning ordinances that support smart-growth and housing related changes.  

 

As a career professional who served for 20 years as the Assistant Town Administrator and Community 

Development Director for the Town of Hudson, I have been at the forefront in advocating for Affordable 

Housing issues. This includes both the creation and preservation of affordable housing. With my assistance, 

we built four “over-55” housing developments for seniors. One of the projects was also a mixed use 

affordable development. My knowledge in this area would be a benefit to Woburn. Because of my work 

initiating and creating the 5- town MAGIC Regional Housing Services organization, I was honored by the Metro 

West Collaborative Development, Inc. with the 2014 Community Leadership Award. I also helped to oversee 

the creation and work of Hudson’s Affordable Housing Trust Fund. I note that Woburn’s Housing Production 

Plan recommends Woburn considering whether or not they should convert their Housing Stabilization Fund to 



 

a formal Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund, so my knowledge in this area could be of some assistance 

to Woburn if it chooses to implement a Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund.  

 

I also served as a member of the Lexington Housing Partnership from 2013-2014. As a Selectmen, I have been 

actively engaged in advocating for municipal affordable housing development and we have seen some success 

in building and preserving affordable housing in recent years. Given the complexity of housing development, 

which requires a regional approach and partnership with the state and private developers, having a legislator 

who understands how the housing system works would be a major advantage to the community. 

 

4. In the 2016 elections, voters in the Commonwealth approved a measure to legalize recreational marijuana. 

However, the State Legislature’s revision of the ballot question gave local governments additional power to ban 

recreational marijuana retail from their jurisdictions. Do you support or oppose this decision? 

With its strong tradition of home rule in Massachusetts, I believe that individual communities should have the 

ability to determine their own zoning and licensing practices. The State Legislature’s decision to empower 

individual communities to allow or ban marijuana by a municipal-wide ballot is a legally appropriate 

procedure which ensures that a change to an individual community’s marijuana approval or ban will be 

implemented in a fair and consistent way. 

 

5. Would you support or oppose legislation to foster and develop employee ownership of businesses in 

Massachusetts and encourage the formation of cooperatives and/or benefit corporations? 

Support 

 

6. The Trump administration has discussed, proposed, or carried out a wide array of cuts to social safety-net 

programs such as Medicare and Medicaid, Social Security, SNAP, and CHIP. Do you believe the Commonwealth 

has the responsibility to mitigate cuts to these programs, and what kinds of reforms should we discuss in order 

to do so? 

Yes. Good governance and the willingness of state and local communities to take action in this troubling time 

is critical and has never mattered more than it does today. As State Representative, I will prioritize 

investments in the social service programming that helps thousands of Massachusetts’ residents every day. 

Given the current administration in Washington, DC, the Massachusetts legislature must be prepared to step 

in to fill gaps in federally funded initiatives and programs. I would work with my colleagues, the Chair of 

Ways & Means, and legislative leadership to ensure we are preserving the critical services that benefit our 

most vulnerable populations. 

 

D. Education 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding public education. What value does public education 

have in improving our economy as well as in addressing matters of economic justice? How can we close 

persistent achievement gaps? What measures should the Commonwealth take on these issues? 

As a public school parent, I know that great schools are the key to success for our communities and our 

region. As State Representative, I will place a high priority on investing in our public schools to ensure that 

every child across the Commonwealth has access to a great education and the opportunity it brings. While 

Massachusetts does well in education compared to other states, there are deep inequities and disparities 

among our cities and towns and there are areas clearly in need of improvement. 

 

Because the ability to support educational services through local property tax varies greatly across our cities 

and towns, it is critical for us to fix the state-wide education funding formula (Chapter 70). I believe we need 

to fully implement the comprehensive recommendations of the Foundation Budget Review Commission which 

details out the deficiencies in the current spending formula. I will continue to support and advocate to fully 



 

fund Special Education, METCO, School Transportation, education-related employee benefits (health 

insurance and retirement costs), and programs for English Language Learners.  

 

There are also a number of innovative approaches under consideration to help close the achievement gap. For 

instance, the recent Budget Amendment 888 offered by Rep. Paul Tucker of Salem proposes to create a new 

pilot program to fund summer learning opportunities in low income communities. This is the type of targeted 

approach that I would support as a means of closing the achievement gap. 

 

With 95% of communities in Massachusetts now offering all-day kindergarten (with 56 districts charging 

tuition), I would advocate to restore the state’s kindergarten grant funding program (cut from the FY 2017 

state budget) and work to ensure that needy families are provided free tuition associated with all-day 

kindergarten. I will also fight for the creation of a universal Pre-K program in Massachusetts and for widely 

available vocational and technical programs. Finally, I believe we should strive to provide needs-based free 

and affordable options for college. I will work closely with parents, teachers, and community stakeholders to 

advocate effectively for these important educational programs. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

public education. 

Lobbying is a routine and important activity of the municipal and regional boards and committees that 

I have served on or headed. My gubernatorial appointment to the Local Government Advisory 

Commission involved considerable advocacy as well. I have pushed strongly for the recommendations 

of The Foundation Budget Review Commission and for Chapter 70 aid and Unrestricted Local General 

Government Aid (through which much funding is provided for ancillary school related bonding and 

employee benefits). 

 

As past President of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council, and current Chair of its Legislative 

Committee, I have encouraged, provided input into, and voted in support of its State of Equity Policy 

Agenda and implementation recommendations. More on that effort can be found here: 

http://www.mapc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/State-of-EquityPolicy-Agenda-FINAL-tagged.pdf. 
I am also a member of the Leadership Circle of the Mass. Budget and Policy Center which dedicates a 

significant portion of its research to early childhood education and child welfare. 

 

Having personally benefited from attending a well-regarded public school system, I have maintained a 

lifelong belief in the importance of excellence in education. As a Lexington Selectman, I have worked 

to ensure that our local public schools receive the funding they need to thrive. During my time 

working as Assistant Town Administrator for the Town of Hudson, I worked closely with the Hudson 

Public Schools to prioritize investments in public education for new schools and an increasing share of 

the total municipal funding pie. Personally, I have been an active supporter of and volunteer in the 

public schools where both of my sons attended. 

 

2. How would you address persistent racial and economic achievement gaps in education? 

Addressing the achievement gap and opportunity divide is critically important to moving Massachusetts 

forward. We need to ensure that every child in Massachusetts, regardless of their zip code, has access to high 

quality education. By investing additional resources in our lowest performing schools and providing effective 

programming and support for our youth, we can put young people of all backgrounds on a pathway to 

academic success and economic mobility. However, we also have to approach the achievement gap with an 

understanding of how the whole child is impacted by inequality. African American and Latino youth have 5 

times the asthma rates than white youth and low and moderate-income children are more likely to suffer 

http://www.mapc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/State-of-EquityPolicy-Agenda-FINAL-tagged.pdf


 

from food-insecurity. When we consider a child’s readiness to learn, we must be prepared to address a wide 

range of issues that impact learning including health disparities, discriminatory disciplinary practices, poverty, 

nutrition, and access to transportation among other issues. As a life-long practitioner in Community 

Development and policy, I understand full well how interconnected and complex these issues are and I have 

the background to think comprehensively about state-level solutions to these difficult problems. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose creating universal, free Pre-K, accessible to any resident of Massachusetts, 

integrated into the public school system? 

Support 

 

4. Do you support or oppose the use of high-stakes testing for such things as student promotion, high school 

graduation, teacher evaluation, and the evaluation of schools and districts? 

Oppose 

 

5. Would you support or oppose changes to the Chapter 70 Education formula, including the Foundation Budget, 

to incorporate proper state funding for ELL students, Special Education students, transportation costs, charter 

school reimbursements to sending schools, and class size reduction? 

Support 

 

6. In November 2016, Massachusetts voters overwhelmingly rejected a ballot initiative to lift the cap on charter 

schools given the millions of dollars it would have siphoned away from public schools. How did you vote on this 

question, and why? 

I voted “NO” on this ballot question. The Legislature has a track record of underfunding Charter School 

Reimbursements to public school districts and it is inappropriate to expand a system that is currently not 

funded adequately. For Fiscal 2019 it is projected that there will be more than $660 million dollars deducted 

from local school systems statewide due to Charter School assessments on communities. Despite the fact that 

the House of Representatives is proposing to increase Charter school reimbursements, the amount of funding 

at the proposed House level will still be nearly half of what the Department of Elementary and Secondary 

Education (DESE) estimates full funding needs to be. 

 

The larger policy implications are even more concerning as the Charter School system has the potential to 

completely undermine our public school system and create gaping holes in the social safety net system. I 

place a high value on public education and do not support expanding the Charter School System as it is 

currently constituted. I believe fundamentally that our focus should be on improving our existing public 

school system. 

 

a. Would you support or oppose keeping the cap on charter schools? 

Support 

 

b. Would you support or oppose legislation to bring greater accountability and transparency to charter 

schools, such as by requiring them to adhere to the same disclosure and disciplinary standards as public 

school districts? 

Support 

 

7. Would you support or oppose legislation to grant in-state tuition and financial aid to undocumented students? 

Support, and have taken proactive votes and helped to formulate policy in favor of the legislation as Chair of 

the MAPC Legislative Committee and participant on its Executive Committee. 

 



 

8. Would you support or oppose making tuition free at public colleges and universities? 

Support 

 

E. Health Care 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding health care insurance, delivery, and outcomes. 

We must invest in prevention programs, both in physical and mental health to keep our residents healthier 

and, over the long term, to help lower our costs. We must institute comprehensive policies that make it easier 

for people to be healthy. More State funding should be directed to programs that emphasize wellness, with 

education aimed at improving nutrition, measures to encourage physical activity, and strong preventive 

efforts to vaccinate and screen for diseases so they can be treated early. Preventative efforts must also be 

focused on reducing substance abuse. 

 

We must support programs and policies that ensure equal access to reproductive healthcare for all people. 

We must improve the very low wages of home care workers, and create a student loan repayment pilot 

program for licensed, certified social workers working in areas of high need. We need to be prepared, with 

legislation in place, to provide healthcare continuity for our most vulnerable residents in the event of federal 

cuts to our Medicaid funding. 

 

We must work towards the creation of a single payer health insurance system in Massachusetts that 

guarantees access, is publicly administered, and lowers the cost of health care. Such a system must be phased 

in carefully and deliberately to ensure service quality, and, importantly, to reduce disruption and 

displacement of workers currently employed in the private health insurance industry. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

health care (legislation, community work, published writings, etc.).  

I am passionate about the need to address public health and wellness. This generation has a shorter 

life expectancy than its parent’s generation, primarily due to obesity, diabetes, and heart disease 

along with the growing opioid crisis. We must reverse this trend. For that reason, I have been active in 

the movement promoting better health and wellness and have personally engaged on a number of 

statewide commissions aimed at improving community health. I have focused on creating the 

opportunity for safe bicycling and walking for decades through my leadership in developing the 

Assabet River Rail Trail and in my more recent work helping to create the State-wide Complete Streets 

Program. While President of MAPC, I conceived of the idea of creating complete streets legislation to 

provide an incentive for cities and towns to improve bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure which 

would be modeled after the Green Communities Program. After I helped to get this legislation passed 

by working with our state-wide partners (WalkBoston, MassBike, CLF, T4MA, Mass. Public Health 

Association), I also participated on MassDOT’s implementation working group. As of 2017, even as a 

relatively new initiative, more than 150 municipalities in Massachusetts were already participating in 

this program, involved in either training, or policy creation, or capital project Implementation. 

 

For several years while the committee was active, I was also an appointed member of the Healthy 

Transportation Compact Advisory Council under Governor Deval Patrick’s Administration. This entity 

was constituted to provide advice and guidance to the Departments of Health and Human Services, 

MassDOT, Public Health and Energy and Environmental Affairs. We met for approximately two years 

until Governor Baker’s administration began. 

 

While in Hudson, I spearheaded Hudson’s involvement in the Middlesex County Transformation Grant 

which was a partnership of MAPC and the Mass. Department of Public Health. Through this effort, a 



 

sizeable grant of approximately $1.5 million was received from the Federal CDC through the 

Affordable Care Act. Thirteen communities were awarded funds to address healthy eating, active 

living, and substance abuse avoidance. Leading the Hudson team we formed the “Metrowest Moves” 

initiative modeled after the statewide Mass-in-Motion program and actively worked to develop local 

strategies to improve nutrition, promote physical activity, and support smoking cessation. 

 

I also served on the Department of Public Health, Built Environment Working Group Community of 

Practice which addresses infrastructure and best practices for municipalities to follow to promote 

walking and bicycling. I occasionally continue to participate when time allows. I was also a member of 

the Act Fresh team effort of the Mass. Public Health Association which was promoting healthy food 

access. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose legislation to enact a single payer health care system in Massachusetts? 

Support 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to guarantee women access to abortion care without dangerous delay, 

isolation, and obstruction? 

Support 

 

4. Do you support or oppose legislation to guarantee access to birth control without copay? 

Support 

 

5. The opioid crisis is hitting communities in our area hard. What steps would you pursue to treat those afflicted by 

addiction and to help address the causes of this epidemic? 

Narcan availability and training is essential to saving individual people from opioid overdose. In Lexington we 

have been providing opportunities for such training, and making sure we have accessible Narcan medication 

on hand. The Legislature should continue to support efforts to negotiate for reduced pricing and availability of 

Narcan, and for treatment and prevention programs. Locally, the Board of Selectmen has launched a 

community-wide mental health evaluation to determine what the appropriate municipal role is in providing 

mental health and substance abuse support programs. We have been reviewing and assessing our existing 

tools and resources and identifying gaps in service. 

 

There is a best practice model that is beginning to emerge that focuses on local task force collaboration 

between all of the social service organizations in identifying those at risk, providing appropriate referral 

services, and ensuring the safety net has no holes. This model is something that should be pursued at the 

state-level through the dissemination of best practices, grant incentive programs, and financial support to the 

most needy communities at risk. However, DPH lacks the resources to roll out such an initiative. I believe that 

the Legislature should act to recapitalize the Wellness and Prevention Trust Fund (which was de-funded a few 

years ago), to assist DPH to focus its efforts on community health initiatives. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose Governor Baker’s proposal allowing police and health care workers to 

involuntarily hospitalize high-risk opioid users for up to 72 hours at treatment facilities? 

Support 

 

b. Do you support or oppose the creation of clean injection sites in areas most affected by the crisis? 

This is an area where we still need to examine best practices and review the efficacy 

of differing approaches. 

 



 

F. Racial and Social Justice 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Racial and Social Justice. 

Massachusetts leads when we support justice and equality for all our neighbors – regardless of their gender, 

race, religion, sexual orientation, gender identification, or immigration status. We must embrace our political, 

cultural, ethnic and religious differences because our diversity makes us strong. As a Commonwealth, we must 

stand up for our values and push back on the regressive efforts coming out of Washington. This includes 

fighting for our inalienable civil rights, reproductive freedom, LGBTQ rights, the reduction of gun violence, 

progressive taxation, fair labor standards, a living wage and protection of the environment. 

 

There is conclusive and compelling data that our criminal justice system disproportionately impacts African 

American and Latino youth, resulting in extreme social injustice. This system must be completely remade with 

a focus on restorative justice, jail diversion programs, community policing to prevent violence, and the 

elimination of mandatory minimum sentences for minor drug infractions. The new Criminal Justice Reform 

legislation is a good first start. It is not yet clear to me if the legislation accomplishes all it needs to, nor if 

there will be adequate resources to implement major change. Thus, if elected, I will push to monitor the data 

and outcomes to understand the performance of the new criminal justice system and be prepared to enact 

funding and improvements to the legislation where needed. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to combat racism, Islamophobia, 

xenophobia, homophobia, transphobia, and other attempts to marginalize disadvantaged groups. 

In Lexington, as a member of the Board of Selectmen, I support the strong stand we take to denounce 

any acts of hate, hostility, or discrimination. When we see such acts, we encourage our Police 

Department to investigate and when possible to actively prosecute. A year ago, the Lexington Board 

of Selectmen issued an Inclusivity Proclamation to make it clear to the Community what our values 

are and who we want to be, as a welcoming inclusive community: 

(https://www.lexingtonma.gov/sites/lexingtonma/files/uploads/inclusivity_proclamation_-_2017.pdf

). I was proud to make this statement. However, we recognized this was a first symbolic step and a 

comprehensive ongoing effort needs to be undertaken. As a member of the Board of Selectmen, I 

have actively sought out and met with various groups in our community to invite them to participate 

in our local government. For instance, I was a guest speaker at several forums sponsored by the Indian 

Association of Lexington and the Chinese American Association of Lexington at which I recruited 

individuals to volunteer for committees and run for office, especially for Town Meeting and 

Town-wide offices. Individuals in the community will tell you that they got involved because I 

personally asked them to participate. As a Selectmen, I frequently speak at other programs such as 

Citizen’s Academy, the very popular and well received program we run to educate the community 

about their municipal government. I have met with our Human Rights Commission Chair and regularly 

support the activities of this commission. In the FY2019 budget, just approved by the Town, in 

response to a goal enumerated by the Board of Selectmen, we approved funding for a brand-new 

Diversity Taskforce which will report to the Superintendent of Schools and the Town Manager. That 

group will create a work plan to ensure we are making progress on our inclusivity objectives. This task 

force is also an outgrowth of our very successful 2020 Vision Committee’s community-wide survey on 

diversity and we are building on the work of the Sub-Committee on Demographic Change which 

sought to anticipate and understand changes in ethnicity and racial diversity so as to find ways to be 

inclusive and encourage civic engagement from groups presently underrepresented. Finally, I also 

serve on the newly created LGBTQ Task Force and have begun attending meetings of LexPride. 
 

https://www.lexingtonma.gov/sites/lexingtonma/files/uploads/inclusivity_proclamation_-_2017.pdf


 

2. Would you support or oppose measures such as the Safe Communities Act, which would prohibit use of state 

resources for mass deportations or deportation raids, limit local and state police collaboration with federal 

immigration agents, and prohibit state support for a Muslim registry? 

Support – And I actively assisted with the language development and behind-the-scenes negotiation (between 

the Police Chief, Town Manager, and article proponents) of a local Safe Communities Warrant Article 

successfully adopted this year by the Town Meeting. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose the Safe Driving Act, which would remove immigration status as a barrier to 

applying for a license or learner’s permit? 

Support 

 

4. Our neighboring states of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Vermont ban the use of harmful conversion therapy 

practices for LGBTQ+ minors. Do you support or oppose banning the use of conversion therapy in 

Massachusetts? 

Support 

 

5. Sometime in early April, the legislature is expected to vote on sweeping Criminal Justice Reform legislation 

which would, among other things, remove mandatory minimum sentences for most offenses involving drug 

possession or distribution; reduces parole and probation fees; raises the monetary threshhold for felonies to 

$1,200 from $250; reforms the imposition of bail; creates mechanisms for diversion of low-level drug offenses to 

treatment or restorative justice options; and limits or abolishes the use of solitary confinement for many 

prisoners. Do you support or oppose this legislation? 

Support 

 

a. What, if any, additional reforms would you like to see added to this legislation in the future? 

With the elimination of mandatory minimum sentences it will be essential for us to recognize the 

significant discretion that will be granted to prosecutors and judges. For this reason, I believe it will be 

important to monitor through data collection and reporting, how the new system is working and if 

there are racial disparities in the outcomes of sentencing and incarceration rates. I would also like to 

see the Shannon Grant program rebuilt to include more participating communities and a greater 

emphasis on community policing. Funding for Shannon Grants by the Legislature in recent years has 

been flat and that means fewer communities have been able to receive funding and a reduction in the 

anti-gang violence efforts rolled out by local police departments. 

 

6. Do you support or oppose the establishment of an independent review board for police shootings in the 

Commonwealth?  

Support 

 

7. Since 2016, in response to Black Lives Matter activists’ illumination of criminal justice system abuses, 

conservatives have pushed a myth of a “war on cops.” States such as Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, and Kentucky 

have advanced "Blue Lives Matter" legislation, making law enforcement a protected class under hate crime 

statutes. In November 2017, the MA Legislature followed suit, creating a new “super-penalty” and mandatory 

minimum for assaulting a police officer. Would you support or oppose such policies, which would 

disproportionately punish minority communities and contribute to an overly carceral state? 

Our first responders do incredible work to keep our communities safe, but I believe we should be working to 

eliminate mandatory minimums, not creating additional ones. 

 

G. Good Government/Strong Democracy 



 

1. Please share your personal values and principles on strengthening democracy and creating government that 

works for all of us. 

Policy-making is a complicated process requiring the establishment of common ground and a shared vision, 

good data, a detailed nuanced approach, inclusive collaborative dialog, and compromise in order to advance 

community goals. This is no small order and requires leaders with patience, diplomacy, and a strategic 

approach – all skills which I believe I have. 

 

Local Government operates under a set of more stringent rules than State Government, including the Open 

Meeting Law which requires posting of meetings and their agendas 48 hours in advance. I believe this 

municipal model can serve to inform ways in which we can strengthen democracy at the state level. As 

someone who has been a practitioner in Community Development, I know firsthand the importance of 

involving stakeholders in the process. Many of the grant programs through which I obtained funding for the 

communities in which I worked, required public hearings and public participation. Over the course of my 25+ 

years overseeing local projects, I have developed a set of procedures and best practices to engage the public 

in good process. At one point I had a written 10-step process, and more recently I’ve developed formal best 

practices which I tailor to the needs of each project. I have been hired as a consultant by communities such as 

the Town of Wellesley, to lead them through contentious community decision-making processes. My 

community also won an award for the Hudson Master Plan (Comprehensive Plan), a project which I oversaw, 

and which included a robust public participation process.  

 

Having a process in place for community engagement is essential. Access to information, advance notice of 

meetings, significant community outreach, especially to disadvantaged groups, direct invitations to 

participate, meeting with stakeholders on their own turf, and other techniques enable people to be heard and 

to feel included in the process. This approach is lacking at the state level and if elected I plan to bring this 

perspective and knowledge to bear to develop better dialog and better decision making. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to promote transparency, 

campaign finance reform, legislative rules reform, and access to voting. 

Access to information is an essential component of government transparency. Consequently, over the 

past decade I have worked very hard to make information more accessible. In Hudson, where I served 

as the Assistant Town Administrator and Community Development Director for 20 years, we had a 

large Portuguese population. Through my efforts, we actively recruited and hired Portuguese speaking 

staff and translated some of our notices and information booklets to make the information more 

readily available to our residents. I also increased efforts to get information posted to the Web, back 

when web-site usage in government was limited. We were ahead of the curve creating 

government-sponsored Twitter and Facebook accounts and began putting information out through 

these social media outlets earlier than most municipalities. In Lexington, one goal of the Board of 

Selectmen that I have been advocating for is to expand access to municipal information for the public 

and to get more public input. Consequently, in this recent municipal budget, we funded the creation 

of a Public Information Officer position and will be hiring a person to fill that role come July 1, 2018. 

 

I believe we are in the midst of an important transition. With the increased tools of communication 

that we have at our disposal, such as email distribution lists, the web, and social media, there is a 

growing expectation on the part of the public that government should communicate more directly 

with those they serve. It is of paramount importance that we prepare for this shift in focus and use 

this opportunity to create a more engaged and participatory democracy. Practicing respectful active 

listening also helps us to develop better and more appropriate policies tailored to the needs of our 

constituencies. 



 

 

During the next few months I am rolling out a new software tool developed by recently graduated 

Boston University students. The tool is a simplified method for polling constituents to see how they 

feel about issues of importance to the district. It allows for better decision making and more 

participation. I believe we should be looking for innovative ways to engage the public and promote 

greater collaboration. 

 

2. If elected, would you support or oppose efforts to dilute the amount of power held by leadership in your 

respective branch of government? For example, would you support a rule change allowing committees to 

appoint their own chair, instead of leadership? 

Support 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to create a robust public financing system for state elections? 

Support 

 

4. Would you support or oppose reforms such as Election Day Registration and automatic voter registration? 

Support 

 

H. Transportation, Sustainable Infrastructure, and Environmental Protection 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Sustainable Infrastructure and Environmental 

Protection.  

Massachusetts must be a national leader in combating climate change and promoting environmental 

sustainability. As Selectman, I've worked on local strategies to make Lexington greener and healthier. I’ve 

helped other communities that I’ve worked for win Leading by Example awards from the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts in the environmental arena by spearheading environmental planning and overseeing capital 

improvement projects for energy efficiency. I’ve also shepherded large scale solar projects through the 

process and made policy decisions guiding energy efficiency choices for a number of municipal buildings as 

both a staff person and an elected official. Whenever I am faced with a decision regarding energy efficiency, I 

always choose the most efficient option, even if that means paying more up front.  

 

In the Legislature, I will stand firm on the provisions of the Global Warming Solutions Act and push for better 

planning to ensure we can meet and exceed our targets. I will strongly advocate for important initiatives 

including raising the cap on solar net metering, retrofitting State facilities and switching our public vehicle 

fleet to energy-efficient vehicles. I will look for ways to hold energy companies accountable for plugging their 

leaking gas pipes to reduce this major source of methane pollution. I will push State agencies to help 

communities set net-zero energy consumption goals. I will oppose efforts to expand gas pipelines, especially 

those coming from fracking, or being built through pristine lands. I will promote State efforts to work with 

local communities to prepare for and adapt to the effects of climate change. Climate must be considered in 

everything that we do because it is the most pressing struggle we face. Getting it wrong is not an option for 

our planet and we owe it to our children and grandchildren to lead on this issue. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to protect the environment and 

expand access to public transportation. 

Meaningful investments in transit and transportation infrastructure must be a priority for 

Massachusetts. Increased traffic congestion, outdated public transit, and crumbling roads and bridges 

make getting around the region an increasing challenge and can ultimately damage our economy. 

Since the transportation sector is a major consumer of carbon (soon to eclipse the building sector), we 

need to find ways to encourage the greening of our transportation system. 



 

 

While in Hudson, I served on the Metrowest Regional Transit Authority, and helped to lay the 

groundwork to create a shuttle to serve that community. While Chair of the MAGIC Subregion of 

MAPC (the 13 towns in the area north west of Boston), I initiated the first Suburban Mobility Study to 

evaluate how collaboration can make local shuttle buses more efficient to increase ridership and 

access to transit. I was an appointed member of GreenDOT, an initiative under Deval Patrick to green 

up the Mass. Department of Transportation. We advised on improving transit and bicycle and 

pedestrian mobility. As mentioned earlier, I also served on the Healthy Transportation Compact 

Advisory Committee which had some overlap with GreenDOT in its mission. 

 

As the initiator of statewide legislation that created the Complete Streets program which is currently 

expanding bicycle and pedestrian options across the Commonwealth, I will continue to focus on 

funding capital improvements to public transportation. We need to close the "last mile" transit gap 

that separates our homes and workplaces from convenient access to public transportation. Bicycling 

and walking options are a piece of this puzzle. We must focus on using data and technology to 

improve traffic flow, and we must make real investments in public transportation infrastructure. We 

must prepare for the inevitable disruptive changes that new technologies and autonomous vehicles 

will bring so that we can harness the opportunities that they present for real improvements to our 

transportation systems. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose efforts to increase equitable access to solar power by removing caps on solar 

generation and restoring compensation for low-income and community solar? 

Support 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to put a fee on carbon emissions? 

Support 

 

a. Do you support or oppose using some of the revenue from such a fee to invest in green Infrastructure? 

Support 

 

4. Would you support or oppose finding progressive revenue sources to fund the maintenance, expansion, and 

improvement of the MBTA and the RTAs? 

Support 

 

5. Would you support or oppose fare increases for MBTA riders? 

Oppose 

 

6. In 2017, the MBTA partnered with Uber and Lyft to provide low cost, on-demand rides to anyone eligible for The 

Ride paratransit services, but this program has since expired. Would you support or oppose renewing services 

such as this? 

Support 

 

7. In 2015, the MA Legislature, urged by Governor Baker, voted to waive the so-called Pacheco Law for the MBTA. 

The Pacheco Law contains strong safeguards to ensure that state services are not privatized when doing so 

would harm workers and state revenue. Do you support or oppose reinstating the Pacheco Law? 

Support 

 

Additional Comments 



 

Please use this space to add any additional comments you want to communicate to voters in the Woburn Welcomes 

community. 

One thing I have not yet touched on includes my experience working on the issues of seniors. At a time when our 

population demographics are shifting toward an increasing number of people in the senior category, it is essential 

that we prepare for baby-boomer retirement and the needs of our seniors. Over the course of my career, I have been 

directly responsible for shepherding three senior/community centers into existence. In Hudson, I oversaw the entire 

creation of the Hudson Senior Center, obtaining the funding, hiring the architect, managing the project, and working 

with the Council on Aging to develop its programming. In Lexington, I chaired the Community Center Advisory 

Committee which was responsible for overseeing the renovation, construction, and programming of a new 

inter-generation facility which replaced our antiquated senior center facility. As a consultant, I wrote the grant that 

obtained the Town of Clinton nearly a million dollars in funding for its new Community Center renovation project. My 

work in this arena has helped me develop a sensitivity to a wide range of seniors’ issues from social and emotional 

wellness, to nutrition, age-appropriate building design, healthy community design, and more. 

 

Finally, I would like to note that because of my effective leadership and the positive outcomes of my projects, I have 

been the direct recipient of numerous awards. Awards I have received personally include, the Good Scout Award for 

Community Leadership from the Knox Trail Council, the Argeo R. Cellucci Award for Leadership from the Assabet 

Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce; the Community Leadership Award from the Metrowest Collaborative 

Development (housing non-profit organization); and the Mayor Theodore Mann Regional Leadership Award from the 

Metropolitan Area Planning Council. Further, for projects I directly oversaw, the Town of Hudson won the Leading By 

Example environmental award from the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA), and the American Planning 

Association, MA Chapter awarded Hudson a Comprehensive Planning Award for its Master Plan. As a policy leader 

supporting the direction and efforts of our Sustainable Lexington and Energy Efficiency committees and our Facilities 

Department, the Town of Lexington won the Leading by Example environmental ward from EOEA. I mention all of 

these awards because I think it is an important distinction to demonstrate that I am a leader who can get things done, 

and I am recognized by my peers for the accomplishments I spearhead. At the end of the day, the people of the 

Middlesex 15th District need a legislator who knows how to be effective. 

 

I would be honored to receive the support of Woburn Welcomes and its members. Please do not hesitate to inquire 

further into my background or positions. I look forward to meeting with you personally. 


