
 
Woburn Welcomes - Statewide Office Questionnaire 

 

The following questionnaire was sent to all declared candidates in each election we are following. The questionnaire is 

based in large part on that of our parent organization, Progressive Massachusetts. Questions are generally support/do 

not support, but candidates were encouraged to expand on their answers if they felt they had additional experience, 

views, or plans that they wanted to put forward. Answers have been formatted and a few typos have been corrected, 

but otherwise the answers are unchanged from those submitted by the campaigns. 

 

These answers will be part of the process Woburn Welcomes members will use to determine whether we will endorse a 

candidate in this race. We are also making them public so that our wider community and use them to inform their own 

voting decisions. All candidates were made aware that the questionnaires would be public before they filled them out. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CANDIDATE: William Sweeney, Lexington 

PARTY: Democratic 

POSITION: State Representative 

DISTRICT: 15th Middlesex 

 
A. About the Candidate 

1. Why are you running for office?  

I began my career as a legislative analyst for both Congressman Meehan on Capitol Hill and for State Rep. 

Peter Larkin on Beacon Hill.  For the last 20+ years I have worked in the private sector for several healthcare 

services and technology companies where I have been Chief Technology Officer for 10 years.  I am running for 

State Representative because I have the right mix of business acumen, legislative knowledge, progressive 

policy orientation and the experience to get the job done on Beacon Hill for the people of the 15th Middlesex 

District. 

 

2. What will your top 3 priorities be if elected? 

● Investment in our people and our future in the form of tuition free colleges and universities, and the same 

investment in vocational and technical training for those not inclined to attend university. 

● Public policy support for Workplace Democracy. 

● Public policy support for small businesses, startups and emerging businesses and markets. 

 

3. What in your past experience prepares you to serve in this capacity? 

I have worked on Capitol Hill and Beacon hill as a legislative analyst early in my career.  So I have seen and 

understand how the sausage gets made with respect to getting action on the legislative level.  In addition, I 

also understand the important role constituent services plays in connecting people to the apparatus of 

government and navigating it to get those types of results as well.  Most importantly I have been in the 

private sector for the last 20+ years and bring a deep knowledge of the needs and concerns of the small and 

mid-sized businesses that is essential. 

 
B. 2018 Ballot Questions 



 
 

1. Do you support or oppose the Fair Share Amendment, a proposal to fund transportation and public education 

through an additional 4% tax on incomes over 1 million dollars? 

While I support the policy goal of the Fair Share Amendment, I cannot not support it as written.   I view this a 

regressive rather than progressive.  There are many forms of income: 1099 – INT, 1099-DIV, Cap Gains, 

Schedule-K, W-2, Gifts and Inheritance etc. and to treat them all as equal is bad public policy.  Why set the 

threshold at $1M when, for example, Cap Gains should be taxed differently starting at a lower threshold and 

W-2 income subject to the AMT and Schedule-K income for small business should have a higher threshold and 

potentially not subject to the upcharge.  Again, the public policy goal is laudable and one I enthusiastically 

support, especially with its commitment to education and transportation, but not as written – it is like being 

given a baseball bat to cut a birthday cake.  

 

2. In 2016, Massachusetts passed legislation to prevent discrimination against transgender individuals in public 

accommodations. Would you support or oppose the 2018 ballot question to repeal this law? 

Oppose 100%. 

 

3. Do you support or oppose the Paid Family Leave proposal, which would guarantee workers in the 

Commonwealth up to 12 weeks of 80% pay in the event of birth, adoption, illness, or other family health issues, 

and which would create a system to fund said pay? 

Support.  However, there is no need to create an additional bureaucracy.  It can be made a part of the 

unemployment insurance program which already has a funding mechanism and infrastructure.  There also 

needs to be consideration for small and mid-sized businesses so that additional taxes are not destabilizing. 

We can look at curtailing existing tax expenditures for revenue here. 

 

4. Do you support or oppose raising the minimum wage in the Commonwealth to $15/hour over four years? 

Support. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose making the tipped minimum wage equal to that of the regular minimum 

wage? 

Support.  However, as in the Federal bill proposed by Bernie Sanders, this needs to be phased in to all 

for the businesses and labor market to adjust. 

 

b. Do you support or oppose indexing the minimum wage to inflation? 

I need to study this more. 

 

5. Do you support or oppose the Patient Safety Act, which would set clear limits for numbers of patients assigned 

to nurses in Commonwealth healthcare facilities? 

Support.  In addition, there needs to be an investment made to make sure that there are enough nurses as the 

Act is phased in.  Nursing as a profession needs substantial support in this regard.   

 

6. Do you support or oppose the rollback of the state sales tax, and a permanent sales tax holiday? 

Oppose.  Not all use taxes are regressive and we can and should make commodity distinctions as we already 

do.  At the same time the sales tax needs to be looked at to see where the impact is hardest on the least able 

to pay.  In the same way we do not tax groceries we should examine other essential items for inclusion and 

look at increased taxes for certain luxury items.  In addition, and most importantly the creation of a 

wealth-oriented sales tax need to be a part of the agenda.   A financial transactions tax on the value of stocks, 

bonds, derivatives, and other financial assets traded by U.S. persons needs to be enacted – after all what is a 



 
 

financial transaction if not a “sale”? 

 

 
C. Issues of local importance 

1. Would you support or oppose legislation to hold businesses responsible for the wage violations of their 

subcontractors when the work they do is substantially connected to the company's operations? 

If the subcontractor arrangement can be determined to be one of convenience to simply avoid responsibilities 

for someone who is otherwise should be treated as a employee, I’d be in favor. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose legislation to increase funding for affordable housing production (especially 

low-income housing units) and the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program? 

Support, for a time until new initiative can be implemented.  In addition, the Massachusetts Rental Voucher 

Program needs to be revamped.  The policy goal needs to be getting people into affordable housing and not 

subsidizing them in unaffordable housing.  

 

3. The City of Woburn lacks enough opportunities for low-income families and seniors to find adequate housing. 

What would you do to help Woburn remedy this problem if elected? 

Increase the income of the low-income families so they can afford adequate housing and provide housing for 

the seniors through assistance and public-backed housing. 

 

4. In the 2016 elections, voters in the Commonwealth approved a measure to legalize recreational marijuana. 

However, the State Legislature’s revision of the ballot question gave local governments additional power to ban 

recreational marijuana retail from their jurisdictions. Do you support or oppose this decision? 

Local municipalities deserve the right to implement zoning laws and have planning boards that help shape and 

determine the character of their communities.  “Banning” legal activities does not fit within that right.  Let the 

case be made on a municipality by municipality basis. 

 

5. Would you support or oppose legislation to foster and develop employee ownership of businesses in 

Massachusetts and encourage the formation of cooperatives and/or benefit corporations? 

Fully support and look to reduce certain tax expenditures to fund these efforts as a revolving investment fund. 

Worker ownership and workplace democracy is one of my TOP priorities.  This is one of the surest paths to 

eliminating many economically based social ills and needs to be on of the top priorities of the Democratic 

Party.  It has not been for far too long and we need to take the reins and have Massachusetts known 

GLOBALLY as the leader in supporting workplace democracy. 

 

6. The Trump administration has discussed, proposed, or carried out a wide array of cuts to social safety-net 

programs such as Medicare and Medicaid, Social Security, SNAP, and CHIP. Do you believe the Commonwealth 

has the responsibility to mitigate cuts to these programs, and what kinds of reforms should we discuss in order 

to do so? 

The Commonwealth can and will mitigate these cuts.  Back to my answer to the Fair Share amendment, one of 

the reasons I do not support it as written is that this is precisely the sort of program that should be able to be 

funded by a differentiated tax rate system, but would be precluded by that Amendment as written.    At the 

same time simply subsidizing people is not a long term answer.  The social safety-net needs to be thought of 

as a trampoline and not a hammock.  The policy goal needs to be to move people to a position of 

self-sustainability. 

 



 
 
D. Education 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding public education. What value does public education 

have in improving our economy as well as in addressing matters of economic justice? How can we close 

persistent achievement gaps? What measures should the Commonwealth take on these issues? 

There is not enough space here for a full elaboration on this topic and the question as asked, so I will say it 

this way:  Educated citizens are a PUBLIC GOOD the same way clean air, and clean water and roads and 

bridges and public defense are all public goods.  Public education is a critical investment and not an expense. 

It also needs to include vocational and technical education.  

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

public education. 

I will say that the work I will do to advance my principles is the first bill I will file when elected will be 

to stop the public funding of so-called Charter Schools.  

 

2. How would you address persistent racial and economic achievement gaps in education? 

(i) Make sure that Head Start and other similar programs are available and expanded throughout the 

Commonwealth (ii) make colleges, universities, vocational and technical training available to all tuition free.   

 

3. Would you support or oppose creating universal, free Pre-K, accessible to any resident of Massachusetts, 

integrated into the public school system? 

When something is described as “free” that means it has no value.  I support programs that provide access to 

early childhood education, accessible to any resident of Massachusetts, integrated into the public school 

system.  Too often this particular issue is characterized a “daycare” and we need to be very precise and clear 

about the public policy goals here, which is to be the foundational entry point for the public education 

system. 

 

4. Do you support or oppose the use of high-stakes testing for such things as student promotion, high school 

graduation, teacher evaluation, and the evaluation of schools and districts? 

I do not know enough about “high-stakes testing” to answer authoritatively. 

 

5. Would you support or oppose changes to the Chapter 70 Education formula, including the Foundation Budget, 

to incorporate proper state funding for ELL students, Special Education students, transportation costs, charter 

school reimbursements to sending schools, and class size reduction? 

I do not yet know the specifics of the Chapter 70 Education formula and so cannot not answer authoritatively 

at this time.  Clearly Charter School reimbursements need to end. 
 

6. In November 2016, Massachusetts voters overwhelmingly rejected a ballot initiative to lift the cap on charter 

schools given the millions of dollars it would have siphoned away from public schools. How did you vote on this 

question, and why? 

I voted against lifting the cap on charter schools. 

 

a. Would you support or oppose keeping the cap on charter schools? 

If elected, I am going to introduce legislation to eliminate public funding of charter schools on day 

one. 

 



 
 

b. Would you support or oppose legislation to bring greater accountability and transparency to charter 

schools, such as by requiring them to adhere to the same disclosure and disciplinary standards as public 

school districts? 

Once charter schools are no longer publicly funded the should be free to operate as any other 

non-government affiliated school.  

 

7. Would you support or oppose legislation to grant in-state tuition and financial aid to undocumented students? 

This issue is not as simple as this question lays it out.  Yes children seeking education need to have access to 

in-state tuition rates, tuition free university, vocational and technical training and financial aid even if 

undocumented.  In this climate just getting them on that “list” could be an issue and can be an issue for them 

even seeking this aid for fear of getting on a list like this.  Let’s attack the issue of immigration and look for 

ways to get productive members of society full citizenship.  

 

8. Would you support or oppose making tuition free at public colleges and universities? 

Support – 100%.  It has to be one of the absolute top priorities of the Party so that we can set the national 

standard for how to do it right.  Also there has got to be a commitment to vocational and technical schools 

and their expansion and this part of the solution is all too often overlooked.  

 
E. Health Care 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding health care insurance, delivery, and outcomes. 

We need a single payer, Medicare-for-All style solution for healthcare in the United States.  In economics 

demand is defined as the willingness and ability to buy a commodity.  While this works for toothpaste and 

potato chips this definition fails MISERABLY when we try and treat healthcare like any other simple 

commodity and so it is completely absurd to try and continue doing so.  There are certain fundamental 

obligations of a society and treating the sick is one of them.  Period.  

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to advance your principles on 

health care (legislation, community work, published writings, etc.). 

 

2. Would you support or oppose legislation to enact a single payer health care system in Massachusetts? 

It is simply not possible.  This is like asking “Should Massachusetts start its own armed forces to provide for 

public defense”.  It can only be accomplished on the national level.  What we can do is look for ways to get 

100% expanded insurance coverage here in the Commonwealth in the interim and fight like hell to support 

Bernie Sanders and others that are equally committed to this critical national public policy goal. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to guarantee women access to abortion care without dangerous delay, 

isolation, and obstruction? 

Support.  Again there is not enough room on the page to fully answer the implications of this question.  So I 

will say this:  We have to fight against any and all efforts that undermine a woman’s right to determine their 

own healthcare path. 

 

4. Do you support or oppose legislation to guarantee access to birth control without copay? 

This is a question that again is trying to make something “free”.  What we should do, and will do if I am 

elected, is make any healthcare plan that was to be offered in the Commonwealth include birth control.  If 

that means there is a co-pay than so be it.   If we have to go to the Supreme Court to fight for it then we will. 



 
 

In addition we need to partner with Planned Parenthood and other similar groups in a way that will provide 

birth control to anyone that wants or needs it.  

 

5. The opioid crisis is hitting communities in our area hard. What steps would you pursue to treat those afflicted by 

addiction and to help address the causes of this epidemic? 

The first thing we do is directly tax the opioid makers to fun the necessary treatment centers.  This is a 

problem rooted in the access to prescription drugs where is where the vast majority of opioid dependence 

begins.  To further address the cause – We simply needs to BAN the worst of these addictive substances in the 

Commonwealth and cause tighter controls around the entire drug-class when it comes to how they are 

dispensed.  This is non-trivial and will require partnership with the medical community. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose Governor Baker’s proposal allowing police and health care workers to 

involuntarily hospitalize high-risk opioid users for up to 72 hours at treatment facilities? 

I am opposed to anything “involuntary” in this regard except in the most extreme cases where there is 

a clear danger to other citizens or the person themselves and would expect in that case we’d follow 

the models already established in the mental and behavioral health community.   

 

b. Do you support or oppose the creation of clean injection sites in areas most affected by the crisis? 

Support - if the municipality and the community wish it.  Local communities have a right to determine 

the character of their communities.  

 
F. Racial and Social Justice 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Racial and Social Justice. 

I believe that the roots of racial and social injustice can be directly traced to economics.  Empower all people 

by empowering them economically and they will in turn be able to turn the cultural tide. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to combat racism, Islamophobia, 

xenophobia, homophobia, transphobia, and other attempts to marginalize disadvantaged groups. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose measures such as the Safe Communities Act, which would prohibit use of state 

resources for mass deportations or deportation raids, limit local and state police collaboration with federal 

immigration agents, and prohibit state support for a Muslim registry? 

Support  - in that I do not believe raiding and deporting people who are participating in society like citizens 

and treating them like criminals when they are not.  However, I do support deporting criminals.  If someone 

commits a criminal act and they are found to be here illegally of course they need to be brought to the 

attention of immigration authorities.  A Muslim registry is as absurd as an Irish registry would have been at 

the height of the Troubles. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose the Safe Driving Act, which would remove immigration status as a barrier to 

applying for a license or learner’s permit? 

I need to explore this more.  I have not yet read the Safe Driving Act. 

 

4. Our neighboring states of Connecticut, Rhode Island, and Vermont ban the use of harmful conversion therapy 

practices for LGBTQ+ minors. Do you support or oppose banning the use of conversion therapy in 

Massachusetts? 

BAN conversion therapy and jail its practitioners.  



 
 
 

5. Sometime in early April, the legislature is expected to vote on sweeping Criminal Justice Reform legislation 

which would, among other things, remove mandatory minimum sentences for most offenses involving drug 

possession or distribution; reduces parole and probation fees; raises the monetary threshold for felonies to 

$1,200 from $250; reforms the imposition of bail; creates mechanisms for diversion of low-level drug offenses to 

treatment or restorative justice options; and limits or abolishes the use of solitary confinement for many 

prisoners. Do you support or oppose this legislation? 

Support. 

 

a. What, if any, additional reforms would you like to see added to this legislation in the future? 

Provide vocational and technical training to qualified, non-violent offenders to assist them on a path 

to economic stability. 

 

6. Do you support or oppose the establishment of an independent review board for police shootings in the 

Commonwealth?  

Support. 

 

7. Since 2016, in response to Black Lives Matter activists’ illumination of criminal justice system abuses, 

conservatives have pushed a myth of a “war on cops.” States such as Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas, and Kentucky 

have advanced "Blue Lives Matter" legislation, making law enforcement a protected class under hate crime 

statutes. In November 2017, the MA Legislature followed suit, creating a new “super-penalty” and mandatory 

minimum for assaulting a police officer. Would you support or oppose such policies, which would 

disproportionately punish minority communities and contribute to an overly carceral state? 

I am opposed to mandatory minimum sentences as a matter of public policy.  

 
G. Good Government/Strong Democracy 

1. Please share your personal values and principles on strengthening democracy and creating government that 

works for all of us. 

I am highly supportive of public policy that is effective in getting more people educated about the issues, 

making sure that they have access to the voting booth and encouraging people to stand for public office and 

increase the public discourse about the issues we have facing us and the policies we should be pursuing.  

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to promote transparency, 

campaign finance reform, legislative rules reform, and access to voting. 

 

2. If elected, would you support or oppose efforts to dilute the amount of power held by leadership in your 

respective branch of government? For example, would you support a rule change allowing committees to 

appoint their own chair, instead of leadership? 

There is substantial evidence that all legislatures, including the Commonwealth’s, have been less and less 

effective and every year we see less activity.  There needs to be substantive changes in the Commonwealth’s 

legislative body to redistribute legislative power and get more bills to the floor and have more votes on the 

record across a wide variety of issues.  I am not sure changing the rule about committees selecting their own 

chair does this, or not, and seems rather precise and obscure.  The real change is to get bills to the floor for on 

the record votes with vastly greater frequency. 

 



 
 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to create a robust public financing system for state elections? 

I need to consider this proposal more. 

 

4. Would you support or oppose reforms such as Election Day Registration and automatic voter registration? 

I support all efforts to get more voter participation and voter registration for people that have the right to 

vote in any given election and to reduce artificial barriers, especially barriers that are economic in nature. 

 
H. Transportation, Sustainable Infrastructure, and Environmental Protection 

1. Please share your personal values and principles regarding Sustainable Infrastructure and Environmental 

Protection.  

I am 100% committed to Clean Energy.  I am 100% to preventing polluters for making more messes and finding 

innovative ways to clean up the messes we already have. 

 

a. Optional/As Applicable: Please indicate work you personally have done to protect the environment and 

expand access to public transportation. 

 

2. Would you support or oppose efforts to increase equitable access to solar power by removing caps on solar 

generation and restoring compensation for low-income and community solar? 

Yes.  Any cap on solar generation should be removed. 

 

3. Would you support or oppose legislation to put a fee on carbon emissions? 

Support.  A form of Cap and Trade should be put back on the agenda. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose using some of the revenue from such a fee to invest in green Infrastructure? 

Support.  It should also be used to clean up the pollution itself.  

 

 

4. Would you support or oppose finding progressive revenue sources to fund the maintenance, expansion, and 

improvement of the MBTA and the RTAs? 

Support.  Start by absorbing the debt which is preventing any meaningful initiatives from getting off of the 

ground and restructuring the transit authorities.  

 

5. Would you support or oppose fare increases for MBTA riders? 

I have to see the numbers.  I suspect the rates are linked to the debt that I already have stated needs to be 

absorbed so that a meaningful restructuring of the transit authorities can happen.   But to be very clear, if 

properly done the public policy goal should be no-fare public transportation. 

 

6. In 2017, the MBTA partnered with Uber and Lyft to provide low cost, on-demand rides to anyone eligible for The 

Ride paratransit services, but this program has since expired. Would you support or oppose renewing services 

such as this? 

Oppose.  I have no interest in making Uber of Lyft shareholders richer on the public dime.  If the transit 

authorities need to be offering provide low cost, on-demand rides to anyone eligible for The Ride paratransit 

services then let’s get that done instead. 

 

7. In 2015, the MA Legislature, urged by Governor Baker, voted to waive the so-called Pacheco Law for the MBTA. 

The Pacheco Law contains strong safeguards to ensure that state services are not privatized when doing so 



 
 

would harm workers and state revenue. Do you support or oppose reinstating the Pacheco Law? 

I need to dig deeper into this before I can really assert the value of the Pacheco Law.  But to be clear – I am 

extremely wary of “privatization” efforts that turn into things like our for-profit prison systems and charter 

schools where the public gets fleeced. 

 
Additional Comments 
Please use this space to add any additional comments you want to communicate to voters in the Woburn Welcomes 

community. 

Folks, I am a Progressive thinker and a very practical person when it comes to getting the job done.   I have very good 

understanding of business and economics as well as an understanding of the legislative process.  I know that the 

policy goals we share can be achieved and I know how to get it done.  If there are issues here where if you were the 

person filling out this questionnaire you would have answered differently then let’s have that conversation.  I 

guarantee we will come to an understanding because I know for sure we are committed to the same goals.  We just 

need to make sure that the path we are choosing to get there is the one that will get enacted by the legislature while 

at the same time ensuring we are hitting the mark.  Thank you for letting me communicate to you my stand on these 

critical issues and let’s also talk about the issues not covered here so that we can have the absolute best 

representation of the people of the 15th Middlesex District. 


