
 

Woburn Welcomes - Statewide Office Questionnaire 

 

The following questionnaire was sent to all declared candidates in each election we are following. The questionnaire is 

based in large part on that of our parent organization, Progressive Massachusetts. Questions are generally support/do 

not support, but candidates were encouraged to expand on their answers if they felt they had additional experience, 

views, or plans that they wanted to put forward. Answers have been formatted and a few typos have been corrected, 

but otherwise the answers are unchanged from those submitted by the campaigns. 

 

These answers will be part of the process Woburn Welcomes members will use to determine whether we will endorse a 

candidate in this race. We are also making them public so that our wider community and use them to inform their own 

voting decisions. All candidates were made aware that the questionnaires would be public before they filled them out. 

 

Candidate Joseph Lahiff of Lexington declined to return our questionnaire. Candidates Michelle Ciccolo of Lexington, 
Matthew Cohen of Lexington, Mary Ann Stewart of Lexington, and William Sweeney of Lexington provided in-depth 

and thoughtful answers to our questionnaire. Their answers are below, and we thank them for their participation.  

 

A. About the Candidate 

1. Why are you running for office?  

Ciccolo: At a time when the Federal government is failing us, it is essential for those who believe in good 

government to step up and lead. I believe that effective local, regional, and state government can make a real 

and positive difference in people’s lives. Having chosen public service as my life-long career, I have broad and 

extensive experience on a wide range of issues including improving access to transportation, addressing 

climate change, promoting public health initiatives, and creating affordable housing. I want to use that 

experience for greater good to improve the lives of our residents across the Commonwealth. The massive 

wealth gap that exists in Massachusetts is one of the defining issues of our time. If we don’t work to address 

the inequities in our society, we cannot hope to continue on with prosperity for some, because the inequity, 

unchecked, will ultimately cause decay and decline for all. Massachusetts should set an example for higher 

standards in educational achievement, universal healthcare, environmental sustainability, and scientific 

discovery among other areas where we excel. I am seeking a position in the General Court so that I can work 

closely with likeminded legislators, advocacy organizations, unions, and residents to enact policies that ensure 

Massachusetts leads and all our residents prosper. 

 

Cohen: While I believe that the Commonwealth is doing well, I know we can do better.  Creating effective 

policy is deeply important to me, and I learned how to craft legislation that improves life in our communities 

while working at the State House for over seven years.  Like many others, I was inspired to run by the 2016 

election.  It showed me it is time for more of us to step up, protect our society and, work for meaningful 

change. I believe that all of us have ways to give back to our community.  In my case, I have been engaged in 

government and policy making my whole life.  It is the best way I can give back and contribute to our 

community. 

 

Stewart: Why are you running for office? I’m running for State Representative because I’m dedicated to our 

shared values of fairness, opportunity, and equality for all. The causes Jay Kaufman has championed, and the 

 



 

issues we face in the district and beyond, still need a courageous leader who isn’t afraid to speak up and make 

change. My experience speaking up on behalf of my children, my community, and my values are some of what 

I will bring to the State House. I came up through the school Site Council and the PTA. Running for State Rep is 

not the next step in my career; this is about expanding my call to service to improve the lives of working 

people in the district and across the Commonwealth. Serving as our next State Representative will allow me 

to further extend my leadership on issues of critical importance to our families and our future.  

 

Sweeney: I began my career as a legislative analyst for both Congressman Meehan on Capitol Hill and for 

State Rep. Peter Larkin on Beacon Hill.  For the last 20+ years I have worked in the private sector for several 

healthcare services and technology companies where I have been Chief Technology Officer for 10 years.  I am 

running for State Representative because I have the right mix of business acumen, legislative knowledge, 

progressive policy orientation and the experience to get the job done on Beacon Hill for the people of the 

15th Middlesex District. 

 

2. What will your top 3 priorities be if elected? 

Ciccolo: 1. Closing the wage gap by improving access to education and technical training, and efficient and 

affordable transportation to provide access to wider options for work, childcare and education. 

 

2. Public Health, especially fighting for wellness and prevention measures, and quality universal healthcare for 

all. 

 

3. Ensuring Massachusetts leads the way on environment sustainability, carbon reduction, and climate action. 

 

Cohen: If I were to be elected I see three policy areas that need the most immediate attention: 

1 – improve the quality and access to education for students across the Commonwealth.  Education is critical 

to each individual’s future and to our overall economy and social well-being. 

2 – Protect groups that face discrimination.  This includes improving relations between minorities and the 

police, protecting immigrants (Safe Communities Act), standing up for women (e.g. ending harassment, 

ensuring equal pay), and ensuring a living wage for low-income workers. 

3 – Expand access to health care and mental health care.  Reducing premiums is important, as they have 

grown unaffordable for too many people.  Increasing access to preventive care is critical.  Inadequate access 

to preventive care can lead to more serious and expensive problems over time.  Lack of mental health care 

must be corrected to reverse the opioid epidemic, and is a contributing factor to gun violence.  (Although 

other aspects of gun violence must also be addressed as well.) 

 

Stewart: 1) Improving public education, including fair, adequate funding for K-12, early education and care, 

career/vocational technical education, and debt-free college; 2) Climate and environmental justice and 

renewable energy; and 3) Improving the lives of working people, including affordable healthcare, housing, and 

social, racial, and economic justice.  

 

Sweeney:  

● Investment in our people and our future in the form of tuition free colleges and universities, and the same 

investment in vocational and technical training for those not inclined to attend university. 

● Public policy support for Workplace Democracy. 

● Public policy support for small businesses, startups and emerging businesses and markets. 

 

 

 



 

3. What in your past experience prepares you to serve in this capacity? 

Ciccolo: As a 3-term past president of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC), and First 

Vice-President of the Massachusetts Selectman's Association on the statewide Mass. Municipal Association 

Board and gubernatorial appointee to the Local Government Advisory Commission, I have extensive 

experience crafting, advocating for, and passing legislation. Through my current position as Chair of the 

Legislative Committee of the MAPC I am very engaged in the legislative efforts underway to improve the lives 

of the people in this Commonwealth. 

 

By choice, I have committed my entire professional career to public service. From my first job out of college 

working for then-US Senator John Kerry, to my municipal and regional career which spans more than two 

decades, I have dedicated my life’s work to focusing on improving the lives of others. Following my masters 

degree in public affairs, I worked as the Assistant Town Administrator and Community Development Director 

for the Town of Hudson for 20 years. I also started a small consulting firm during that time-frame and now am 

a small business owner doing consulting for municipalities in the area of planning, community development, 

and project management. My current work allows me to help communities with diverse issues such as 

Affordable Housing, transportation, open space protection, school resource decision making, and capital 

planning. 

 

Through my work as a Lexington Selectman and volunteer town-wide elected official for 7 years, I know how 

to set policy and build consensus among people with differing points of view. I have direct experience in 

negotiating for education funding, program development, policy development for mental health and wellness, 

and implementation of localized strategies to combat climate change and cut carbon emissions. I look forward 

to taking these experiences to the State House to affect real change. 

 

Cohen: I have extensive experience in government at the federal, local, and state levels.  At the federal level, I 

interned in Senator Kennedy’s Boston office, where I learned how the federal and state governments can help 

or hinder each other.  Locally, I worked in the Lexington Town Manager’s Office.  This gave me first-hand 

knowledge of what towns and cities need and what role the state can play in supporting its communities.  I 

am the only candidate who has experience in the State House, as well.  I served as a Research and Budget 

Director there for over seven.  I know how to do this job because I have successfully done this work before 

and still have many friends in the Legislature and among the staff.  In my formal education, I have completed 

a BA in political science, a Master’s Degree in government, and just finished a PhD in political science.  I know 

what it takes to design, draft and pass legislation. 

 

Stewart: I acknowledge my privilege in having had numerous opportunities to answer a call to service for 

improving workers’ rights, public education, and economic justice at local, state, and national levels. I was 

raised in humble working and middle class neighborhoods by parents who were teachers and social justice 

liberals; from them I learned persistence, the value of hard work, and the importance of service and standing 

up for shared values. I’ve served in Town Meeting since 2006; was elected twice to School Committee, serving 

as chair. I’m a prominent voice for public education. Governor Patrick appointed me Parent Representative on 

the Board of Education; from that experience I’ve learned what it takes to both advocate for progressive 

change and navigate the body to forward that agenda on the state stage. It’s that, plus a lifetime engaging in 

our political process, that I will bring to the legislature.  

 

Sweeney: I have worked on Capitol Hill and Beacon hill as a legislative analyst early in my career.  So I have 

seen and understand how the sausage gets made with respect to getting action on the legislative level.  In 

addition, I also understand the important role constituent services plays in connecting people to the 

apparatus of government and navigating it to get those types of results as well.  Most importantly I have been 



 

in the private sector for the last 20+ years and bring a deep knowledge of the needs and concerns of the small 

and mid-sized businesses that is essential. 


