
 

Woburn Welcomes - Statewide Office Questionnaire 

 

The following questionnaire was sent to all declared candidates in each election we are following. The questionnaire is 

based in large part on that of our parent organization, Progressive Massachusetts. Questions are generally support/do 

not support, but candidates were encouraged to expand on their answers if they felt they had additional experience, 

views, or plans that they wanted to put forward. Answers have been formatted and a few typos have been corrected, 

but otherwise the answers are unchanged from those submitted by the campaigns. 

 

These answers will be part of the process Woburn Welcomes members will use to determine whether we will endorse a 

candidate in this race. We are also making them public so that our wider community and use them to inform their own 

voting decisions. All candidates were made aware that the questionnaires would be public before they filled them out. 

 

Candidate Joseph Lahiff of Lexington declined to return our questionnaire. Candidates Michelle Ciccolo of Lexington, 
Matthew Cohen of Lexington, Mary Ann Stewart of Lexington, and William Sweeney of Lexington provided in-depth 

and thoughtful answers to our questionnaire. Their answers are below, and we thank them for their participation.  

 

B. 2018 Ballot Questions 

1. Do you support or oppose the Fair Share Amendment, a proposal to fund transportation and public education 

through an additional 4% tax on incomes over 1 million dollars? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I strongly support the Fair Share Amendment.  It is a necessary move to raise revenue and fund 

needed programs.  Further, it adds basic fairness to the tax system.  A flat tax places the greatest burden on 

those who can least afford it.  I would propose going a bit further and creating more tax brackets, but the FSA 

would be a great start.  If it fails or is not allowed on the ballot I will help in any effort to redraft it and try 

again. 

 

Stewart: Support. I was proud when the Raise Up Massachusetts coalition asked me to kick-off this initiative 

and take the lead on better funding (for public education and public transportation) as one of ten original 

signers of the Fair Share Amendment. Those ten signatures were sent to the Attorney General for her 

approval. Once approved, I collected signatures in my precinct and at the Lexington Farmers Market to qualify 

the question for next steps to amend the Massachusetts Constitution. The wealthiest among us should pay 

their fair share of taxes, but that’s not the way our tax system is set up. I’ve also had to correct 

misinformation on the side of the opposition, as with this letter, published in Commonwealth Magazine: 

https://commonwealthmagazine.org/opinion/correspondence-spring-2017/ 

 

Sweeney: While I support the policy goal of the Fair Share Amendment, I cannot not support it as written.   I 

view this a regressive rather than progressive.  There are many forms of income: 1099 – INT, 1099-DIV, Cap 

Gains, Schedule-K, W-2, Gifts and Inheritance etc. and to treat them all as equal is bad public policy.  Why set 

the threshold at $1M when, for example, Cap Gains should be taxed differently starting at a lower threshold 

and W-2 income subject to the AMT and Schedule-K income for small business should have a higher threshold 

and potentially not subject to the upcharge.  Again, the public policy goal is laudable and one I enthusiastically 

 

https://commonwealthmagazine.org/opinion/correspondence-spring-2017/


 

support, especially with its commitment to education and transportation, but not as written – it is like being 

given a baseball bat to cut a birthday cake.  

 

2. In 2016, Massachusetts passed legislation to prevent discrimination against transgender individuals in public 

accommodations. Would you support or oppose the 2018 ballot question to repeal this law? 

Ciccolo: Oppose 

 

Cohen: I strongly oppose this effort to discriminate against transgender individuals, and more broadly ANY 

effort to discriminate against any group of people.  I was the first candidate in this race to publicly state my 

opposition to this ballot question and on my website I call for people to vote this regressive measure down.   

 

Stewart: I will oppose it.  

 

Sweeney: Oppose 100%. 

 

3. Do you support or oppose the Paid Family Leave proposal, which would guarantee workers in the 

Commonwealth up to 12 weeks of 80% pay in the event of birth, adoption, illness, or other family health 

issues, and which would create a system to fund said pay? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Before I left the State House, I was privileged to work on the early stages of this effort.  I am a strong 

supporter of paid family and medical leave.  If elected I would continue to fight for these advances.  It is a 

question of basic decency how we as a society treat families and those who are sick and in need.  In addition, 

supporting our citizens leads to better personal, family and public lives. 

 

Stewart: I support the Paid Family and Medical Leave insurance program.  

 

Sweeney: Support.  However, there is no need to create an additional bureaucracy.  It can be made a part of 

the unemployment insurance program which already has a funding mechanism and infrastructure.  There also 

needs to be consideration for small and mid-sized businesses so that additional taxes are not destabilizing. 

We can look at curtailing existing tax expenditures for revenue here. 

 

4. Do you support or oppose raising the minimum wage in the Commonwealth to $15/hour over four years? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Yes, I strongly support ensuring that the minimum wage is always a living wage. 

 

Stewart: Support. I worked to collect signatures for this and the previous minimum wage increase to 

$11/hour, turning in over 500 signatures that I personally gathered. 

 

Sweeney: Support. 

 

a. Do you support or oppose making the tipped minimum wage equal to that of the regular minimum 

wage? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 



 

Cohen: Yes, hard work deserves reward.  Tips are payment for individual work beyond the minimum, 

and the reward should go to those doing the good work.  Making tips part of the minimum salary 

deprives people of the money they have earned. 

 

Stewart: Support. 

 

Sweeney: Support.  However, as in the Federal bill proposed by Bernie Sanders, this needs to be 

phased in to all for the businesses and labor market to adjust. 

 

b. Do you support or oppose indexing the minimum wage to inflation? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: I strongly support this.  We should not have to be constantly fighting battles over the 

minimum wage.  Indexing wages to inflation is the best way to handle this problem.  Of course, this 

also requires first raising the minimum wage to a living wage before indexing it!  If we raise the 

minimum wage to a living wage as a one-time occurrence, it will not stay as a living wage for long. 

This again to me is a question of decency and how we support one another to ensure good lives for all. 

To this end, I will also be a strong supporter and proponent of labor unions in the State House.  They 

are critical in protecting workers and their rights. 

 

Stewart: Support. 

 

Sweeney: I need to study this more. 

 

5. Do you support or oppose the Patient Safety Act, which would set clear limits for numbers of patients 

assigned to nurses in Commonwealth healthcare facilities? 

Ciccolo: Support 

 

Cohen: Yes, I worked on issues related to this at the State House.  We fought to increase the number of nurses 

at psychiatric hospitals to ensure better care.  I remain in favor of such efforts at all hospitals. 

 

Stewart: Support. 

 

Sweeney: Support.  In addition, there needs to be an investment made to make sure that there are enough 

nurses as the Act is phased in.  Nursing as a profession needs substantial support in this regard.   

 

6. Do you support or oppose the rollback of the state sales tax, and a permanent sales tax holiday? 

Ciccolo: Oppose & Oppose 

 

Cohen: I strongly oppose a sales tax holiday.  It is a gimmick.  Sales tax is either good or bad, needed or not. It 

makes no sense to have a weekend without it if it is a good idea at other times.  However, I am not in favor of 

relying too much on regressive taxes, such as sales taxes, that disproportionately impact those who can least 

afford it.  The Commonwealth needs money to implement everything it must do, but I prefer a more 

graduated income tax system.  The implementation of graduated taxation is currently limited by the 

Massachusetts Constitution (hence the Fair Share Amendment).  Ideally that will be changed and we can do 

away with all forms of regressive taxation.  While Massachusetts does limit what is subject to sales tax, 

assuming the sales tax remains, I would prefer a much more targeted sales tax that would only impact 

high-end luxury items. 



 

 

Stewart: Oppose. 

 

Sweeney: Oppose.  Not all use taxes are regressive and we can and should make commodity distinctions as we 

already do.  At the same time the sales tax needs to be looked at to see where the impact is hardest on the 

least able to pay.  In the same way we do not tax groceries we should examine other essential items for 

inclusion and look at increased taxes for certain luxury items.  In addition, and most importantly the creation 

of a wealth-oriented sales tax need to be a part of the agenda.   A financial transactions tax on the value of 

stocks, bonds, derivatives, and other financial assets traded by U.S. persons needs to be enacted – after all 

what is a financial transaction if not a “sale”? 

 


